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FREE HEARING TESTS
Free electronic hearing tests will be given this month for all seniors.
Hearing Health Center in Smithville will offer this testing for anyone who sus-
pects they are not hearing clearly. Using our video otoscope, we will be able 
to show you the inside of your ear canal. Let’s see if your problem could be as 
simple as too much earwax. We will then give you a full hearing evaluation, 
including speech understanding tests. Your results will be explained to you in 
clear, easy to understand terms and although we encourage early correction of 
hearing loss you are under no obligation to purchase. 

• Approximately 15% of American adults (37.5) 18 and over report some 
  trouble hearing. 
• People suffering with Diabetes are four times more likely to develop 
  hearing loss.
• People with hearing loss wait an average of seven years before seeing 
  help.
• A 12-year study by Johns Hopkins School of Medicine found that 
  untreated hearing loss increased the risk for dementia.
• Only one out of every five people who could benefit from a hearing aid 
  actually wear one.

Demonstrations of the latest technology in better hearing will be available. 
Hear for yourself how easy it can be to understand clearly again. This is an 
easy and safe way to get the answers to your hearing questions. Hearing 
Health Center has been serving DeKalb County over 34 years and prides itself 
on being a great customer service company.

(615) 597-4701 Medical Specialty Clinic
518 W. Main, St., Smithville, TN 32
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While sympathetic to the teachers’ plight, 
members of the board were concerned about 
where the money would come from. Com-
mittee members Jerry Adcock figured that 
meeting the school board’s request would 
prompt an increase of 37 cents in the prop-
erty tax levy. In addition to teacher raises the 
school system is asking for $215,000 is need-
ed for new textbooks, each averaging $150. 
The schools are also requesting new Chrome-
books for third through fifth grades at a cost 
of $240,000.

While asking the county to help in any way 
it can, Cripps admitted the state of Tennes-
see is doing its schools no favors by requir-
ing more and more things of the financial-
ly-strapped systems.

“Unfunded mandates are killing small 
towns like us,” Cripps to the committee. 
“There’s millions going to testing that could 
be used to fund employees.”

No decisions were made during the com-
mittee meeting. The next budget meeting will 
be May 31 at 5:30 p.m. at the courthouse. 

Gracie Hosman, 96
Gracie Hosman, 96, of Richland Place Nashville, en-

tered into eternal rest May 21.  
Funeral service was held Thursday, May 24 at Marshall 

Donnelly and Combs Funeral Home. Burial followed at 
Calvary Cemetery.  

Gracie was born May 27, 1921 to the late Thomas Jef-
ferson and Ocia Lee Foster Fisher. She was a hairdress-
er by trade and enjoyed hearing stories from the Bible, 
spending time with her many nieces and nephews and 
was very proud of her exercise routine. 

She is preceded in death by her three sisters, Ruth 
Lemmonds, Ruby Martin and Jodie Fisher. 

Surviving her are great-nieces, Micki Rogers, Lisa 
Lemmonds, Vickie Broadbent and DeAnna Allgood; 
great-great-great nieces and nephews, B.J. Ratcliffe, Da-
nia Winfree, Tyler, Rachael, Austin, Blake and Brittany 
Broadbent; and  great-great-great, nieces and nephews, 
Kennedee Winfree, Morgan and Matthew Ratcliffe. 

Marshall-Donnelly-Combs Funeral Home, Nashville 
was in charge of the arrangements.
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Catherine Deloris 
Newby, 74

Catherine Deloris Newby, 74, of Smithville passed 
away Monday, May 21 at NHC Healthcare in Smith-
ville. 

She was a life-long resident and public servant of 
DeKalb County. Newby was retired from the DeKalb 
County Clerk’s Office and the 
DeKalb County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment. 

A graveside service was held 
Wednesday, May 23 at DeKalb Me-
morial Gardens. Donnie Kelly offi-
ciated. 

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Jack and Linnie Reed-
er Summers; son, Dennis Ellis; 
and two brothers, Junior Summers 
and Lairey Summers. 

Survivors include a son, Shannon Newby of Smith-
ville; granddaughters, Natasha and David Miller, 
Brandy Newby, and Shelley Newby all of Smithville; 
sisters, Helen and David Fox of Smithville and Di-
anne and Ricky Taylor of Murfreesboro; great grand-
children, Autumn Reinhart and Steven Miller of 
Smithville. Several nieces, nephews, and great niec-
es and nephews also survive. Serving as pallbearers 
were David Miller, Ronald Summers, Ricky Taylor 
and Steve Ward.

Love-Cantrell Funeral Home, Smithville, was in 
charge of the arrangements.
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Grace Ike Womack 
Parker, 96

Grace Ike Womack Parker, 96, of Sparta, formerly of 
Dibrell, passed away Tuesday, May 22 at Life Care Cen-
ter of Sparta.  

She was born April 23, 1922 in McMinnville to the late 
William Amos and George Annie Saunders Parker.  

She had a work career that spanned 
from farm work to shirt factory work-
er and retirement from John Oster.  
In addition to her work she was a 
homemaker, having biscuits on the 
table every morning before school 
and work.  She was a member of Oak 
Grove Church of Christ in Warren 
County and most recently faithfully 
attended worship service at Life Care 
every Sunday morning.  

In addition to her parents, she is 
also preceded in death by her husband Ralph Parker; 
daughter, Mary Ann Kaylor; son Paul Parker; brother, 
Grey Womack. 

Survivors include her daughter, Carol Allison and 
husband Ronald; grandchildren, Sylinia (Robert) Oakes, 
Amanda (Todd) Hudson, Jennifer (Erik) Peterson, Su-
zanne (Jason) Frakes, Brad Parker, and Jeremy (Emily) 
Parker; 11 great-grandchildren; and niece, Wanda Scott. 

A graveside service was held Thursday, May 24 at 
Whorton Springs Cemetery in Smithville.  Roy Whited 
officiated. Gary Newby, David Sneed, Rayburn Pedigo, 
Eddie Kirby, Carlton Jones and Jerry Hildreth served as 
pallbearers. 

Hunter Funeral Home of Sparta was in charge of the 
arrangements.
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Alexandria Senior Center 
Director, Sandy Brown, has 
announced the receipt of 
funding for DeKalb County 
residents through the Emer-
gency Food and Shelter Pro-
gram (EFSP).

Program funds are used 
to provide food, in the form 
of served meals or grocer-
ies, lodging in a mass shelter 
or hotel, one month’s rent or 
mortgage payment, and/or 
one month’s utility bill.

The original authorizing 
legislation, the Stewart B. 
McKinney Homeless Assis-
tance Act (P.L. 100-77), signed 
into law on July 24, 1987, spec-
ifies “sensitivity to the tran-
sition from temporary shel-

ter to permanent homes and 
attention to the specialized 
needs of homeless individu-
als with mental and physical 
disabilities and illness and to 
facilitate access for homeless 
individuals to other sources of 
services and benefits.”

Also in accordance with the 
legislation, the EFSP Nation-
al Board encourages Local 
Boards, the decision-making 
local bodies, to place special 

emphasis on identification of, 
and assistance to, the elderly, 
families with children, Native 
Americans and Veterans.

For more information, or to 
apply for assistance, call the 
Alexandria Senior Center Di-
rector, Sandy Brown, at 615-
529-2928. 

If you know of someone who 
might benefit from this pro-
gram, please call. Referrals are 
always welcome.

Alexandria Senior Center receives funding
Emergency Food and Shelter Program 
provides assistance for eligible citizens
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