
Pack praised the many 
people she’s worked with 
over the years. “I’ve been 
fortunate to serve with 
many great judges and great 
people at the D.A.’s office 
and the public defender’s 
office,” she said. “It’s just 
been my pleasure to work 
with them as well as every 
attorney in town.“

Pack said her career as 
clerk came after she had 

worked at the jail for 13 
years and in probation for 
four years. “Just got a little 
encouragement that I might 
want to pursue this,” she 
recalled, pointing out that 
after first being elected, she 
was never challenged for 
reelection.

Pack admitted the vol-
ume of the job has increased 
over the years. “It just gets 
more and more,” she said. 
“Right now Juvenile is 
changing more than any-

thing.”
As for her future plans, 

Pack said she has nothing 
set in stone. “I’m just going 

to play it by ear,” she said. 
“But I’m sure I’ll have plenty 

of jobs to do once I finish 
the clerk’s office.”
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Richard Ernest Tem-
ple, Jr., 69, of Smith-
ville, passed away Friday 
morning, Aug. 10 at St. 
Thomas DeKalb Hospi-
tal. He was a retired tow 
motor operator at Nis-
san, a member and Sun-
day School teacher at 
Calvary Baptist Church 
and a U.S. Army Veteran. 

He was born Oct. 22, 
1948 in Germany.  He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents, Richard 
and Dorothy Cashman 
Temple, Sr. 

He leaves to cherish 
his memory, wife, Elaine 
Temple of Smithville; 
three children, Cher-
yl Temple of New York, 
Kelly (Mike) Lawson of 
Smyrna and Raymond 
(Carla) Temple of An-
tioch; two step-sons, 
Brad ( Jennifer) Evans 
and Justin (Brittany) Ev-
ans both of Sparta; six 
grandchildren, Court-
ney, Morgan, Emily, Mi-
chael and Carson Law-
son and Brayden Temple; 
six step-grandchildren, 
Christiana, Courtney, Ri-
ley, Jordan and Mikayla 
Evans and Allen Evans; 
and one sister, Jean Skin-
ner of Massachusetts.  

Funeral service was 
conducted Thursday, 
Aug. 16 at DeKalb Fu-
neral Chapel with Mi-
chael Martin officiating 
and burial following in 
DeKalb Memorial Gar-
dens with Military Hon-
ors. Serving as pallbear-
ers were Mike Lawson, 
Raymond Temple, Brad 
Evans, Justin Evans, Ken-
neth Magness, and Brian 
Koegler. 

DeKalb Funeral Chap-
el of Smithville was in 
charge of the arrange-
ments.
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He began playing with 
College Street Junior High 
School under the late 
Coach Elzie McBride and 
later at DCHS under former 
Coach Harold Luna. 

He was a star on the Tiger 
basketball team from 1972-
76 and was a part in over 
80 wins. He was named 
All-District, All-Region, 
Upper Cumberland MVP, 
first team All-State, and was 
named the Class AA Player 
of the Year in 1976. He was 
selected to play in the East/ 
West All Star game.

Following his high school 
career, he became a star at 
Bethel University in McK-
enzie. As a member of the 
Bethel University basket-
ball team from 1976-80, 
he scored 1,879 points and 
grabbed 1,440 rebounds 
earning first team All-Con-
ference during both his ju-
nior and senior years. He 
was also named an NAIA 
All American after his se-
nior year.

He was selected in the 
fourth round of the 1980 
NBA draft by the New York 
Knicks and later signed 
a professional contract 

in the European League. 
He played two seasons in 
South America before retir-
ing from professional bas-
ketball.

Foster returned to DCHS, 
as freshman boys coach 
from 1983-89, amassing 
a 92-22 record. He then 
moved to Jackson Coun-
ty High School and served 
as head boys coach from 
1989-93 earning a 101-87 
record in four seasons. He 
then returned to DCHS to 
lead the Lady Tiger bas-
ketball program for seven 
years, from 1993-2000 go-
ing 93-85. 

After leaving the coach-
ing profession, he con-
tinued to teach physical 
education at Northside 
Elementary School and in-
structed basketball in an 
after-school capacity.

A scholarship fund has 
been set up in Coach Fos-
ter’s name. The donations 
can be made through 
DeKalb Funeral Home 
or by going to or sending 
your donation to FirstBank 
at 200 West Main Street in 
Smithville to the attention 
of Kathy Goodwin. Make 
checks payable to the Jerry 
Foster Scholarship Fund.
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