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Monday will mark the launch of a new in-
teractive Smithville Review website. To en-
joy all its benefits all you have to do is point 
and click to either register as a current sub-
scriber or become a subscriber.

“Local, state and national news at your 
fingertips and a massive searchable data 
base with achieved stories and tons of high 
definition photos,” said General Manager 
Angie Meadows of the reasons why people 
will want to subscribe to the Smithville Re-
view. “If you are a print subscriber then you 
automatically have a digital subscription. All 
you have to do is sign in and give yourself a 
password.”

The signup process is completely online 
right from the site at www.smithvillereview.
com. Anyone having issues with signing up 
or subscribing should feel free to contact 
the Review for guidance although the entire 
process is self-explanatory.

“I think one of the favorite things subscrib-
ers are going to like about our new site are 
the archived sports pictures,” Review Editor 

Duane Sherrill said. “Many times we can get 
one, maybe two photos into the paper from 
a game even though we’ve shot dozens. With 
the new site we can upload all those other 
pictures and our subscribers are free to en-
joy them. And, if you don’t feel like having to 
go through hundreds of photos, the pictures 
will have key words like “peewee football” or 
“cheerleaders” so you can find them easier.”

The new site will show the newest stories 
first. Readers can then scroll down the bot-
tomless page to see older stories or they can 
do a key word search for an article. Ads will 
be placed  within the stories under spon-
sored content.

“This gives advertisers a lot more oppor-
tunity to reach out to potential customers,” 
Meadows said.

While online-only subscriptions are avail-
able right from the website, she suggests 
bundling the two. “You can have the paper 
delivered right to your mailbox,” Meadows 
said. “And have the freedom to enjoy our 
website all for one low price.”

The new Smithville Review website offers a new look and 
enhanced features. It will go live Monday.

New Review website launches Monday

From a little-known candidate 
to the party nominee for the gov-
ernor’s mansion, Republican Bill 
Lee made a stop in Smithville 
Friday afternoon for a town hall 
meeting during his whirlwind 
tour to again visit all 95 Tennessee 
counties in 95 days.

“What happens in rural Tennes-
see matters to every Tennessean,” 
Lee said of his trek across the state 
aboard his farm tractor earlier this 
year. “After we did our rural road 
tour we did faith in Tennessee 
tour. My faith in Christ is the most 
important thing in my life and 
that will never change.”

Lee believes nonprofit organi-
zations can have a tremendous 
impact on the issues of the state. 
“When the government partners 
with those nonprofits, we can do 
powerful things,” Lee said, not-
ing he has met with over 30 non-
profit organizations during his 
campaign, seeing what they do 
for their communities. “They do 
some amazing things.”

Lee, owner of the Lee Compa-
ny, has never sought office but 
believes he can bring what he has 
learned in the private sector to 
lead Tennessee.

“I lost my first wife in an acci-
dent when I was 40 on our farm,” 
Lee revealed. “I share that story 
because it affected me so pro-
foundly on who I am. Because 
of that life changing experience, 
God changed my heart in that 
process.”

Lee said he got involved in non-
profit work and volunteered in an 
inner-city program. “Every child 
in the state deserves a school sys-
tem that gives them a bright fu-
ture,” Lee said. “We have a lot of 
work we need to do in public ed-
ucation.”

Lee also got involved in Men of 
Valor where he mentored a pris-
oner who had just been released. 
“About 95 percent of people who 
are in a jail cell right now will get 
out,” Lee said. “Right now, 50 per-
cent of those people will recom-
mit a crime within two years. We 
pay for that in so many ways.”

Gubernatorial candidate Bill Lee speaks to a large crowd at the 
county complex last week. The GOP nominee plans to visit all 95 
counties again before election.

Tanner Poss and Madi Cantrell were named Mr. and Ms. DeKalb County High School 
this week.

Top Tigers

Lee campaign 
tour makes stop
in Smithville
DUANe SHerrill
Editor Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee
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For the longest time, Tony Luna felt that some-
thing was missing from his life. Come to find out, 
it was – a long-lost sister with whom he’d been 
separated for nearly half-a-century.

“I’d always felt like something was missing,” the 
local real estate broker said. “It was the strangest 
feeling. It was like there was a void there.”

Luna and his brother had been adopted when 
Tony was seven, both going to the same family. 
“We had heard rumors when we were kids that 
we had an older sister but we had no idea if it was 
true or not.”

Luna, now 48, said he and his brother began 
talking and decided to try to find out if the ru-
mors of another sibling they had heard as chil-
dren were true.

“He went on Ancestory.com and I tried 23and-
me,” Luna said of the online family search sites, 
noting that two weeks later he got the surprise of 
his life. “We have a sister!”

Using the 23andme site, Luna learned that his 
sister, who resides in Lafayette, La., had also been 

searching for her siblings. The two made contact.
“We have talked or texted every day since,” 

Luna said of his sister (they are children of the 
same mother). 

Luna said his sister had been adopted out 
when she was a baby, adopted by a family other 
than the one who adopted him and his brother.

Since finding one another, the pair has be-
come close with his sister, Melanee coming 
down to visit for several days recently.

“It was like the void was filled that I’d been feel-
ing all this time,” Luna admitted.

Luna reunited with long-lost sister

Tony Luna relaxes with his long lost sis-
ter Melanee during her visit here from her 
home in Louisiana. Tony went online with 
23andme and was able to connect with his 
sister after nearly half-a-century.

DUANe SHerrill
Editor Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee
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