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With the city of Smithville finding 
itself having to maintain the munici-
pal golf course with the departure of 
RiverWatch from the scene, purchases 
have been approved by the city board 
for equipment to keep the course lush 
and green.

The deal with RiverWatch to main-
tain the city’s golf course expired Aug. 
31 after the group opted not to renew 
the maintenance contract. That leaves 
maintaining the course up to the city.

Given the immediacy of the issue, 
a special meeting was called this past 
week with aldermen voting to buy 

equipment from Abell Turf & Tractor 
of Georgia. The agreement will mean 
the purchase of mowers, a tractor, and 
blower for the cost of $22,750 plus 
delivery costs. The costs will be off-
set by monies generated in the city’s 
golf course fund. A zero turn mower 
and spreader is expected to be bought 
from Tri Green Equipment for $10,000 
under a state government bid con-
tract.

It was reported in the meeting that 
given the $77,000 that had been al-
lotted to pay RiverWatch the coming 
year and the money generated by 
the course since it reopened in April, 
there is enough money in the budget 
to buy the equipment without having 
to change the present budget.

DUANE SHERRILL
Editor Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee

City buys equipment 
to maintain golf course

Smile. You’re on candid camera. A Sparta 
man has been hit with theft charges after he 
was captured on camera, repeatedly bur-
glarizing the county landfill.

The suspect, Brandon C. Bohannon, 39, 
is charged with theft for incidents that took 
place between Feb. 15 and May 9 of this 
year.

According to Sheriff Patrick Ray, employ-
ees at the county landfill noticed things like 
gas, batteries and even hydraulic fluid were 
mysteriously disappearing from the site. 

Suspecting someone may be spiriting the 
items away, a detective with the sheriff’s de-
partment installed trap cameras around the 
landfill in hopes of catching a glimpse of the 
nocturnal thief. His efforts were met with 
success as photos of the thief were cap-
tured, allowing lawmen to make an arrest.

A final tally of the loss suffered by the 
county landfill included six vehicle batter-
ies, numerous gallons of gas and 45 con-
tainers of hydraulic fluid. Altogether, the 
loss is estimated at $3,705.

Man arrested for stealing from landfill
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