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The winds of change are blow-
ing and will soon be on display 
for all to see as the Smithville Re-
view rolls out a historic change in 
its website, making it both more 
accessible and interactive.

“If you want to read the pa-
per in Spanish, French or several 
other languages you can have it 
translated for you with the push 
of a button,” revealed Review 
General Manager Angie Mead-
ows of the much anticipated roll 
out of the new website scheduled 
for Sept. 17. “That’s just one of 
the upgrades we’re very excited 
about.”

The Smithville Review website 
will remain a subscriber-based 
site, available to anyone who sub-
scribes to the newspaper.

“If you subscribe to our print 
edition then you also have an 
online subscription,” Meadows 
said, reminding subscribers all 

they need to do to enjoy the on-
line portion is to call, email or 
come in to get a username and 
password.

The layout of the page will be 
bottomless, allowing readers 
to scroll through all stories and 
videos on the site with the most 

recent stories appearing first. 
The website will also have an ad-
vanced search tool whereby visi-
tors can find pictures and stories 
by entering key words. The web-
site will also allow for multiple 
collection of pictures, something 
that parents of ball players will 
appreciate.

“Instead of having one or two 
pictures from a ball game, we will 
be uploading numerous shots 
that readers can enjoy,” said Re-
view Editor Duane Sherrill. “This 
will also allow us to increase our 
video department whereby we 
can embed videos into our sto-
ries.”

The interface will also allow 
updated state and national news 
to be on the site alongside local 
news. It will also allow for other 
additions like Google Maps.

“Now we can embed a map in a 
story,” Sherrill said. “This is some-

thing we can use, for an example, 
if one of our ball teams is travel-
ing out of town for a game. We 
can embed the map to the game 
preview story and the reader can 
click on it and get directions to 
the game.”

Along with offering readers a 
more interactive site, the new 
website will allow advertisers 
more access where they can 
place ads not only on the site 
under sponsored content but 
inside stories, giving them more 
opportunities to be seen by the 
thousands of readers who hit the 
Review website every week.

“It will get you noticed,” Mead-
ows said of the advertising oppor-
tunities which are well-placed but 
are unobtrusive on the website.

Work will continue behind 
the scenes on the new website, 
readying for the reveal on Sept. 
17.

Big changes coming to Review website

New era begins

DeKalb County said goodbye to a 
combined 120 years of experience 
this past week as 10 members of 
the county body attended their last 
meeting.

“I’ve served a long time and the 
best things in this job are the people 
I’ve met over the years,” said long-
time commissioner Larry Summers, 
offering a piece of advice for the 
10 newcomers who will take office 
Sept. 1. “Be humble and take good 

care of our county.”
Summers served on the county 

commission for 38 years and was the 
senior member of the commission. 
He was one of seven commissioners 
swept out of office during a wave of 
change that began during the Dem-
ocratic Primary in May when five 
incumbents lost. Three more met 
the same fate in August, including 
Summers.

“I’ve served a lot of years despite 
not caring much for elections,” 
Summers admitted as he bid fare-
well to him fellow commissioners in 
his final meeting this week. “That’s a 

lot of elections over the years.
Summers served 1978 to 1990 and 

then 1992 to 2018. His fellow in the 
district, Kevin Robinson was defeat-
ed in May after serving one term.

The second most senior member 
of the commission, Wayne Cantrell 
had served as commissioner from 
the fourth district since 1994. He 
was defeated in the May primary. 
His fellow fourth district commis-
sioner, Jonathan Norris was defeat-
ed in May after serving one term of 
office.

Duane Sherrill photos
Ten members of the county commission attended their last meeting this past week. Honored with plaques 

were, front left, Mason Carter, Bradley Hendrix, Betty Atnip and Wayne Cantrell; back left, Kevin Robinson, 
Jonathan Norris, Jack Barton, Larry Summers, Joe Johnson and Jimmy Midgett.

Taking the oath of office as DeKalb county’s new county commission were, front left, Scott Little, Beth 
Pafford, Jenny Trapp, Janice Fish-Stewart, Dennis Slager, Myron Rhody, Julie Young; back left, Jerry Adcock, 
Jeff Barnes, Matt Adcock, Bobby Johnson, Anita Puckett, Sabrina Farler and Bruce Malone.

Commission sees changing of guard
DUANe SHerrill
Editor Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee
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Duane Sherrill photo
Josh Miller took the oath of office Friday af-

ternoon to become Smithville Mayor. Aldermen 
Brandon Cox and Gayla Hendrix were also is-
sued their oaths by City Attorney Vester Parsley.

Josh Miller is the new Smithville mayor, the 
former alderman taking the oath of office Friday 
on the eve of his official beginning of duty Sept. 
1.

Administered the oath of office by City Attor-
ney Vester Parsley inside the city board meet-
ing room at Smithville City Hall Friday after-
noon, Miller succeeded Jimmy Poss as head of 
the municipality. He defeated the incumbent 
by 104 votes during the city election earlier this 
month, an election that was marred for Poss by 
the indictment of him and his son, Tony on theft 
charges just days before the election. Poss and 
son have entered not guilty pleas to charges they 
bilked the city by Poss’ hiring of his son against 
city policy to help maintain the city’s golf course.

Taking the oath of office along with Miller be-
fore a room full of friends and family were Gayla 
Hendrix, who was reelected to the aldermanic 
council and newcomer Brandon Cox. Neither 
faced opposition.

One of the first matters they will have to decide 
when they meet Sept. 10 for Miller’s first session 
as mayor will be who will fill the new mayor’s al-
dermanic spot. Miller had to abandon his alder-
manic seat when he became mayor.

Miller begins 
tenure as mayor
DUANe SHerrill
Editor Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee
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