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King meets president

Feasting on knowledge

Gateway to music
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Ava Gore, left, and Camila Vasquez rodriguez, first-graders at West Elementary, enjoy their first 

day back at school Tuesday. Students had been out since a half day Dec. 19.

WCHS Home-
coming King Grant 
Hitchcock met 
President Trump.

When he was crowned 
Homecoming King, WCHS 
senior Grant Hitchcock 
didn't realize he would get 
to meet our nation's top 
leader.

It was actually 
Hitchcock's role as 
Tennessee 4-H president 
that earned him a meeting 
with the President of the 

United States.
Hitchcock was selected 

to greet President Donald 
Trump as he stepped off Air 
Force One during his 
Monday visit to Nashville. 

“I shook his hand and 
introduced myself as 
Tennessee 4-H Council 
president,” said Hitchcock. 
“It was short, but it was 
nice. It didn’t dawn on me 
how real it was until he 
came off Air Force One. I 
was nervous but excited at 

the same time.”
The state 4-H and FFA 

presidents were picked to 
meet Mr. Trump.

“This started about three 
weeks ago when I got a call 
from the White House indi-
cating they really wanted to 
promote youth agriculture 
during the president’s trip,” 
said Justin Crowe, 4-H 
extension specialist with the 
University of Tennessee. 

Students received an extra-long 
holiday break thanks to Mother 
Nature, missing two days last week 
due to extreme cold and one day 
Monday due to ice.

“We began monitoring the situa-
tion around 4:30 a.m.,” said Director 
of Schools Bobby Cox on the deci-
sion to cancel school Monday. “We 
were coordinating with 911 and dep-
uties and they said that around 5 
a.m. ice was forming on Highway 8 
at Harrison Ferry Mountain. Then 
we had reports from the north end of 
the county that side roads were get-

ting slick.”
The slick conditions came amid a 

winter weather advisory from the 
National Weather Service warning 
there could be slick road conditions 
during morning drive-time in 
Middle Tennessee.

“We were right on the line with 
our temperature,” Cox said of ice 
and sleet that mixed with rain over-
night. “It’s really hard to predict.”

Cox said there was consideration 
to starting schools two hours late but 
he feared slick conditions could per-
sist into the late-morning hours.

“The thing about starting two 
hours late is that buses still start roll-
ing at 7:45 a.m. and there was still a 
prediction of ice at that time,” said 

Cox, noting the county’s fleet 
includes 55 buses that haul 3,000 
students. “We want to be sure not to 
put the students in a dangerous situ-
ation so we are going to err on the 
side of caution.”

Given the questionable weather 
forecast, Cox said an advisory was 
sent to parents via email over the 
weekend explaining contingencies 
when it came to closing schools.

“Our first priority is safety, but we 
also want to be transparent in what 
we do,” Cox said.

The school system still has six bad 
weather days stockpiled after using 
three. When students returned to 
school Tuesday, it had been 21 days 
since classes were held.

A man who threatened to jump off a cliff after 
deputies cornered him last week has been hit 
with a battery of charges arising from his report-
ed abuse of his girlfriend the day before the 
standoff.

The man, Christopher Johnson, 34, is charged 
with aggravated assault, evading arrest, false 
imprisonment and reckless endangerment. He 
was captured last week when police flushed 
him from his Bickford Road home ready to 
arrest him on the multitude of felony charges. 

Johnson scampered through the woods and 
found himself standing on a cliff with the 
Collins River some 60 feet below. Johnson held 
lawmen at bay for about four hours until he was 
talked into giving up. 

According to deputy Christopher McCormick, 
the reason Johnson was willing to risk his life to 
get away was the felony charges against him 
that could cost him years in jail. The charges 
come after he and his girlfriend got into a 

domestic issue at his home.
“She told him she no lon-

ger wanted to be with him 
and he became enraged,” the 
deputy revealed, noting 
Johnson hit her and grabbed 
her around the throat.

He then took her cellphone 
and did not allow her to 
leave. However, the woman 
was able to come up with a 
plan.

“She talked him into taking her daughter to 
Fast Pace Medical Center because she was sick,” 
the deputy said. “When she got there she hand-
ed one of the medical staff a note that read ‘I 
need you to call the law.’”

When police arrived, they found Johnson in 
the parking lot. “He was asked to exit the vehi-
cle,” McCormick said, noting city officers then 
tried to open the suspect’s car door. “He drove 
away from the scene and had to swerve to avoid 
hitting another vehicle in the parking lot.”

Johnson remained at large until he was found 
at his home the following day.

This is one arrest law 
enforcement officials really 
“like.”

McMinnville Police 
Department turned to 
Facebook to catch a suspect-
ed gun thief last week. Austin 
Kebert, 18, was arrested after 
a surveillance photo was 
posted on the Police 
Department’s Facebook page 
asking for the identity of the 
person pictured.

Under the photo was the 
caption, “The person in this 
photograph burglarized the 
Cash 4 U Pawn Shop on the 
night of Jan. 3 and stole sever-
al guns. Anyone with infor-
mation or recognizing the 
offender is asked to call 
detective Todd Rowland.”

McMinnville Police Chief 
Bryan Denton said the 
Facebook post worked like a 
charm.

“By the end of the day, we 
had enough tips to bring him 
in for questioning and he 
confessed,” said Denton. “It 
was a really good picture as 
far as surveillance photos 

go.”
Kebert was charged with 

one count of burglary and 
booked into Warren County 
Jail on $50,000 bond.

While the surveillance 
photo posted online did not 
come from Cash 4 U Pawn 
Shop, Denton said detective 
Rowland was able to piece 
together shots from several 
cameras in the area to find 
one with a clear look at the 
suspect’s face.

Denton cautions people 
from relying too heavily on 
social media for information, 
since it can often be wrong, 
but it has been effective in 
identifying suspects. Just a 
few weeks earlier, surveil-
lance photos posted to 
Facebook were used to learn 
the identity of a woman who 
stole two large bows from 
Depot Bottom Country Store.

“Like every other facet of 
life, the internet and social 
media are where people look 
to more and more to inter-
act,” said Denton. “While I’m 
leery of getting my news 
from social media, I am con-
vinced it can be an effective 
crime-fighting tool if used 
appropriately.”

Pictured is the surveillance image posted to 
McMinnville Police Department's Facebook page ask-
ing for the identity of the male suspect.
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Students back after 21-day break

Domestic assault preceded
incident on cliff, police say
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The lineup for the 17th annual Bonnaroo Music Festival was 
released Tuesday for the four-day event in Manchester in June. 
Find out which bands headline the festival, page 5A.
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