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ARLO AND JANIS® by Jimmy Johnson
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ON THE PHONE

WHAT ARE YOU
CHOCKLING ABOOTZ
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I'M A DUMBEELL-
THIS wiLlL
NEVER WORK.
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THE GRIZZWELLS® by Bill Schorr
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BIG NATE® by Lincoln Peirce

You TEACH-\WE CALL
ERS ARE | THEM

LUCKY You / PLANNING
HAVE SO PERIODS."
MANY
FREE
PERIODS.

WE USE THEM TO PRE-
PARE LESSON PLANS,
CORRECT TESTS, FILL
OUT PAPERWORK...

... ALTHOUGH SOMETIMES,
T'LL ADMIT, T USE MY
PLANNING PERIOD
JUST TO RECOVER.

- =
RECOVER? @)
RECOVER

oln Peirce. Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS

'(GF‘SK') HE WAS LYIN' TME!

IZER 271 CAN HARDLY HEAR WITH

SAYS
INTRODUCING
AN ILLNESS
TO PEOPLE
WITH NO
IMMUNITY
TO IT COULD
WIPE OUT THE (5
POPULATION, <
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SOUP TO NUTZ by Rick Stromoski
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Email: soup2nutz@cox.net
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THE BORN LOSER™" by Art & Chip Sansom
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HERMAN® by jim Unger

LUKE: 1 AM You®R
STEPFATHER FROM A
THIRD MARRIAGE! Youw
REAL NAME 1S LUKE
SKYWALKE®R-VADE®R-

\ FANNYBOTTOM
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“Six boxes of cookies for you,
and no arguments.”

SENSE AND

SENSITIVITY

By Harriette Cole

Mother struggles

with eye

DEAR HARRIETTE: I
received gift cards from my
family for Christmas. That was
perfect, because now that I am
a young adult, my taste is dif-
ferent from that of my mother
or other family members. For
years, I would either just stuff
the clothing in my bottom
drawer or ask if I could take it
back. I know that probably hurt
people's feelings sometimes,
but I can't help it if we don't
like the same things.

I appreciate that my family
finally gave me something that
I can use. Should I show them
what I buy with the money
they gave me, or is saying
thank you enough?

-- Best Gift Ever, Norfolk,
Virginia

DEAR BEST GIFT EVER:
Start by thanking your family
members -- from your mother
on down -- for the gift cards.
Tell them how much you
appreciate the fact that they
realize that the best gift is to
let you buy what you want.
Ask your mother if she would
like to see what you bought
with the money or gift cards.
If it would interest her, show
her. Otherwise, just say thank
you and let that be enough.

DEAR HARRIETTE: I just
learned that my mother is
going blind. She has macular
degeneration. She says she can-
not read well and generally she
sees fuzzy. I am so scared for
her. She lives by herself and
has been independent forever. I
have invited her to come and
live with me and my family,
but she said no. I am afraid for
her to live by herself much lon-
ger, and we cannot afford to
hire full-time care.

This is such a big shift. She
stopped driving only last year,
because we -- her children --

problem

begged her to stop. Believe it or
not, her doctor didn't even
require that she stop, even
though he knew she had this
condition. How can I help my
mother?

-- Going Blind, New Orleans

DEAR GOING BLIND: It
may be a relief to you to know
that macular degeneration
does not necessarily lead to
complete blindness, even
though it does lead to signifi-
cant loss of vision. Indeed, in
the early stages of the disease,
many people continue to drive
during the day without inci-
dent. Talk to your mother's
doctor about her condition so
that you can be clear about
what she is facing. Ask for
suggestions for how she can
care for herself.

Ask for the signs that she
may no longer be able to live
alone. When that time comes,
you will have to address it
with her and figure out how
her Social Security and your
support will be able to take
care of her.

For more information about
living with macular degenera-
tion, go to macularhope.org/
about-md/coping-skills/.

If she is willing, you can
also have her learn how to live
as a blind or partially blind
person. There are many
resources available to support
her, including the American
Foundation for the Blind. Visit
afb.org/info/living-with-vi-
sion-loss/2 to get started.

(Harriette Cole is a lifestylist
and founder of DREAMLEAPERS,
an initiative to help people access
and activate their dreams. You can
send questions to askharriette@
harriettecole.com or c/o Andrews
McMeel  Syndication, 1130
Walnut St., Kansas City, MO
64106.)
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ACROSS 35 Coffee holder Answer to Previous Puzzle
1 Beats soundly gg ';ry f_cl>r office
amily car
12 :?;:]I;(hots 39 Jr. naval JIUTHEG YIMSEEMA|G|]
courses officer AILEMREALBMOREO
14 One-celled 40 gff;glrli(;); DINA I IN|ITIOBOM|E|N
15 Grent™® 41 CSA defender [EJA[S[E[L[SIMPIA[L[S
16 Kind of 42 t\gm%s S EJA|L H|IA R|P
47 Setector 43 Club for Gls GIEICIKIO|SIMA|II M
conscious 44 False front G|AILIE O/HM UICILA
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18 Air-pump carer |G|O/VIEME[LIN I[N oq
meas. wearer
19 Musical notes 51 333: pop IG EIA|R O|A|F|S
311; g;lli.tscores 55 Computer LIOAIDBMA|S|T RIAY
26 Party girl language EIM IR O|ATHH EINE
27 Breeze 56 Newspaper  'ATBE|TMF|L O/EME|TA
0g Mirough 57 Military TIARAJMF[ 1 N/SID/AH
intuitively 58 ‘A"f“e*.wuse 3 NBC rival 9 Kimono
30 Dory mover uminum 4 Paper toys fastener
31 Seashell company 5 VCR button 10 Former
seller? 6 Pitches a tent Chinese
32 Autumn DOWN 7 Major leader
flower 1 Tennis return — Hoople . 11 9-dig_it no.
33 Pesky bugs 2 Vexation 8 Stops working 13 Fabric sample
Want more puzzies? 19 Thinner
Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books 20 Wear down
at QuillDriverBooks.com 22 Regarded as
24 Speech
openers
25 Not genuine
26 Feet, slangily
27 Org.
28 Gives in
the middle
29 Flying
piscivore
34 Hot sauce
36 Not up to
42 Neighbor
of Austria
43 Prior to

45 Grill steaks
47 Verdi opus

48 College stat

49 Cereal plant
spike

50 Doctrine

52 List ender

53 Milne

marsupial
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54 Tijuana “Mrs.”
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