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Brady's hand making headlines

FOXBOROUGH, MASS. (AP) — Tom
Brady is staying mum on his status for
the AFC championship game after
suffering a right-hand injury earlier in
the week.

Brady said a bit contentiously only
"We'll see" at a news conference Friday
when asked whether he would play in
Sunday's AFC title game.

The quarterback wore red gloves
and responded to several other ques-
tions about how much he practiced or
how he sustained the injury by saying
"I'm not talking about that."

Brady was a limited participant in
practice Wednesday. He sat out prac-
tice Thursday and wore a glove on his
injured hand. He usually only wears a
glove on his non-throwing hand.

Brady appeared on the Patriots'
weekly injury report several times
during the latter half of this season
with injuries to both his Achilles ten-
don and his left shoulder.

The four-time Super Bowl MVP has
never missed a playoff start during his
18-year career.

THE MATCHUP

WHEN THE PATRIOTS (14-3)
HAVE THE BALL

Start with Tom Brady (12). We could
almost end there, too.

At 40, the four-time Super Bowl
MVP plays as if he's 30. He might have
slowed down in December, but does
anyone think the All-Pro quarterback
won't be on-target to fellow All-Pro TE
Rob Gronkowski (87) or WRs Bran-
don Cooks (14), Danny Amendola
(80), Chris Hogan (15) and RBs James
White (28) and Dion Lewis (33)?

The caveat comes from Jackson-
ville's pass rush. Sacksonville had 55
in 2017, then four more in the playoffs.
The biggest threat, All-Pro DL Calais
Campbell (93) had 14 during the reg-
ular season and has none in January.
He must be itching to get a OB down
on the ground.

Fellow pass rushers Yannick Ngak-
oue (91), a strip-sack artist, Dante
Fowler Jr. (56), Marcell Dareus (99)
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Rob Gronkowski is a match-

up nightmare. The All-Pro tight

end led the Patriots in yards
and touchdowns this season.

and Malik Jackson (97) could add to
Brady's discomfort; Brady's biggest
dislike is not being able to set himself
to throw.

Trying to keep that pass rush hon-
est will be the most underrated O-line
in the game, paced by LT Nate Solder
(77) and C David Andrews (60).

White has been super reliable in
past postseasons, but Lewis has be-
come the primary running back.

Jacksonville's cocky secondary fea-
tures All-Pro CB Jalen Ramsey (20)
and solid A.J. Bouye (21), and two
castoff safeties who have been solid,
Barry Church (42) and Tashaun Gip-
son (39). They will unquestionably
be challenged by Brady's receiving
group.

WHEN THE JAGUARS
(12-6) HAVE THE BALL

That impressive performance in

Pittsburgh very likely will be needed

for the Jaguars to have a chance. That
means QB Blake Bortles (5) must get
time from his blockers, led by C Bran-
don Linder (65) and rookie LT Cam
Robinson (74), who is big and nasty
and plays with an edge, against a spot-
ty pass rush. New England doesn't
have any studs in the front seven, but
everyone is effective.

Jacksonville will look to run with
stud rookie Leonard Fournette (27)
and valuable backup T.J. Yeldon (24).
The Patriots held Tennessee, a de-
cent run team, to 65 yards. The Jags,
though, led the league in rushing
yardage, and Bortles is a threat to run.

Jaguars receivers Margise Lee (11)
and Allen Hurns (88) can be a dan-
gerous pair — Lee is vastly improved
— and with the Patriots likely to try
to take Fournette out of the game,
how those two manage against an in-
consistent secondary will be a key. In
the playoffs, however, New England's
DBs, particularly S Devin McCourty
(32) and CB Malcolm Butler (21) tend
to step up big time.
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If the Jaguars offense strug-

gles, punt returner Jayden Mick-

ens will be counted on to make
big special-teams plays.

Do you have an adjustable rate
mortgage or make your payments
to an out of town bank?

Security Federal can refinance
your mortgage onto a historically
low fixed rate for 10 to 30 years.

Best of all, you will make

your payments and get great
personal service from people
INn your very own community
for the life of your mortgage.

Call Justin
Tanner today for
more details

at 931-743-1041.
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Stefon Diggs is the toast of Minnesota after his
game-winning catch last week against the Saints.
The Vikings will need more from their big-play
receiver against the stout Eagle defense.

Vikings, Eagles
win with the D’

PHILADELPHIA (AP) —
One team has a suffocating
defense. The other has the
NFL's No. 1 unit.

Defense should win at
least the NFC champion-
ship.

Two of the league's elite
defenses go at it Sunday
when the Philadelphia
Eagles (14-3) host the
Minnesota Vikings (14-3) in
the conference title game.

"They have a great
defense, we have a great
defense," Eagles linebacker
Nigel ~Bradham  said.
"Whoever is most complete
will win."

The Vikings allowed the
fewest yards (275.9) and
fewest points (15.8) per
game. The Eagles were
fourth in yards allowed
(306.5) and fourth in points
(18.4).

May the best defense
reach the Super Bowl.

THE MATCHUP

WHEN THE VIKINGS (14-3)
HAVE THE BALL

Watch out for Stefon Diggs
(14) on a desperation pass!

Seriously, Vikings receiv-
ers are more dangerous than
given credit for. Indeed,
that's also true for Philadel-
phia's wideouts.

Diggs, breakout star
Adam Thielen (19), Jarius
Wright (17) and even jour-
neyman Michael Floyd (18)
can make plays, though the
big confrontations will be
Thielen and Diggs against
CBs Jalen Mills (31) and
Ronald Darby (41). These
matchups favor QB Case
Keenum (7), who has gone
from undistinguished fill-in
to standout clutch passer.

The passing game will be
a key for the Vikings, who
will want to get TE Kyle
Rudolph (82) involved ear-
ly. The Vikes rank seventh
in rushing yardage gained
this season — Latavius Mur-
ray (25) led the way with
842 yards and eight touch-
downs, and was backed by
Jerick McKinnon (21). The
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Nick Foles will be the
target of the NFL's best
defense Sunday.

Eagles, led by DT Fletch-
er Cox (91), were stingiest
against the ground game.

WHEN THE EAGLES (14-3)
HAVE THE BALL:

The Vikings have the
NFL's top-ranked defense
overall, with splits of sec-
ond against the rush and the
pass. It is led by cornerback
Xavier Rhodes (29) and
safety Harrison Smith (22),
both All-Pros, and a terrific
line featuring end Everson
Griffen (97).

Philly's challenges in-
clude protecting QB Nick
Foles (9), who's not nearly
as creative or elusive as Car-
son Wentz was. Foles needs
time to connect with the
likes of WRs Alshon Jeffery
(17), Nelson Agholor (13)
and TE Zach Ertz (86). The
Eagles have a deep back-
field, though the way they
use Jay Ajayi (36), LeGar-
rette Blount (29) and Corey
Clement (30) can be con-
founding.

If they get room to run,
it will be because All-Pros
center Jason Kelce (62) and
RT Lane Johnson (65) won
against that impressive
D-line on the other side.

Foles comes off a strong
performance that should si-
lence the doubters. He also
is facing a better defense —
the best D — this week.
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