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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Mrs. Faye Sharpe celebrated her 90th birthday on 
Saturday, January 20th with a surprise party attended 
by her children, grandchildren and most of her great-
grandchildren. Faye is a wonderful lady loved by all of her 
family and friends in the community and at her church, 

Madison Street Baptist Church.
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Famous ice hotel somehow catches fire

City considering whether to join opioid lawsuit
City officials are allow-

ing an examination to 
determine if enough dam-
age exists to warrant 
McMinnville’s inclusion in 
an opioid lawsuit.

Attorney Trevor 
Galligan, whose law firm of 
Galligan & Newman is 
seeking to represent Warren 
County government in a 
lawsuit against opioid 
manufacturers, made a pre-
sentation to the city Finance 
Committee.

“We are looking at dis-
tributors and drug manu-
facturers as defendants,” 
said Galligan. “What we 
are proposing is not neces-
sarily doctors, or pharma-
cists, or really anyone local. 
We are looking at distribu-
tors and drug manufactur-
ers.”

The case would be filed 
in federal court and the 
claim would be for damag-
es caused by negligence, 
false advertising, nuisance, 
unfair competition, con-
sumer fraud, and false 

claims. 
“They created fake sci-

ence to convince doctors 
these drugs they are selling 
as not as addictive, not as 
difficult to get off of, and 
that they should prescribe 
longer amounts of the drug 
for routine surgeries,” said 
Galligan. “We know this 
was a concerted effort. 
They hired scientists with 
the intended goal of creat-
ing this science. A lot of 
good doctors out there, I 
believe, were unaware of 
how addictive these things 
are.”

While the firm asked 
Warren County commis-
sioners to hire it to repre-
sent the government in a 
lawsuit, the request of the 
city is minimal in compari-
son.

“What we are asking for 
today is not necessarily for 
a contract or anything like 
that,” said Galligan. “I’ll be 
frank. I think most of the 
damages are probably with 
the county. I think, and 
Chief (Bryan) Denton 
would know this more 
than I would, there are 
probably some increased 

law enforcement costs that 
you have experienced 
because of opioids. What 
I’m asking today is that 
you allow us to investigate 
whether you have enough 
damages to make it worth 
pursuing.”

Galligan did inform 
aldermen that District 
Attorney Lisa Zavogiannis 
has contracted with a law 
firm to represent Warren 
and Van Buren counties in 
a similar lawsuit that 
would be filed in state 
court. However, said 
Galligan, a dispute exists if 
she can claim damages 
specifically for the govern-
ments within Warren 
County. 

“The reason I’m sitting 
here today is because they 
didn’t file in the name of 
the city of McMinnville or 
Warren County. We also 

have a disagreement if 
they can pursue damages 
on behalf of those entities, 
but they think they can. I 
think that will become 
clear in the next few 
months. There is a case in 
Sullivan County, Tenn., 
and there are motions 
pending that will decide 
some of those issues. 
Again, I’m simply wanting 
to find out if the city has 
enough damages to make 
it worth your while to pur-
sue.”

Alderman Everett Brock 
asked, “Is there any cost to 
us in any way, shape, form 
or fashion.”

Galligan & Newman 
would work on a contin-
gency basis. 

“If we find out that the 
district attorney is not able 
to pursue your damages 
and we believe you do 

have enough damages to 
make it worth while, what 
we would propose is a 
standard contingency fee 
agreement,” said Galligan. 
“We would front all the 
costs and if we don’t collect 
anything, we eat those 
costs. If we collect any-
thing, we get our costs 
back and one-third of 
whatever you collect.”

Alderman Mike Neal 
took exception to not hold-
ing physicians account-
able.

“Is there any reason why 
you can’t pursue people in 
the medical field? I think 
they bear some responsi-
bility here too,” said Neal. 

Brock added, “I was sort 
of the same way. If you tell 
a doctor that you have an 
opioid-based product but 
it won’t be addictive, I 
don’t know many stupid 
doctors there are when it 
comes to chemistry. It just 
seems to me a doctor 
would laugh at that type of 
statement. Whether it’s 
false advertising, or what-
ever, it seems to me if you 
are giving a guy heroin, 
which is another derivative 
of the same cloth, a doctor 
would say it’s going to be 
habit forming. I just can’t 
imagine what kind of 
advertising or science that 

they can come up with that 
would, all of a sudden, 
make an addictive product 
not addictive. It boggles 
my mind that doctors 
bought that, if they did.”

It’s easier, said Neal, to 
sue a big company located 
in another community 
rather than someone who 
lives and works in Warren 
County.

Patients who feel they 
were harmed by the negli-
gence of a physician must 
pursue their own damages. 

“If a patient came into 
my office with a tremen-
dous amount of damages 
on an individual basis,” 
said Galligan, “and had a 
specific doctor who they 
are looking at, I would lis-
ten to their case. I just don’t 
have that.”

Finance Committee 
members agreed to engage 
the law firm to investigate 
causes of action and poten-
tial damages. 

Alderman Ben Newman, 
committee member and 
attorney with Galligan & 
Newman, abstained from 
the vote.

Warren County 
Commissioners are slated 
to decide during February’s 
monthly session if they 
wish to hire the law firm to 
represent the county.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Unless otherwise indicated, county meetings are held at the 

Warren County Administrative Building located at 201 
Locust Street and city meetings are held at City Hall located at 
101 E. Main Street. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 1

The county Highway and Bridge Committee will meet 
at 4 p.m. at the Highway Department. The purpose of the 
meeting is to consider the new exit road at Animal 
Control and Adoption Center.

• The law firm of Galligan & 
Newman would represent the city on 
a contingency basis

• It's uncertain exactly what damage 
has been caused to the city

• Galligan said filing a lawsuit for 
possible damages against particular 
physicians is likely best handled by 
individual patients, not the govern-
ment.

by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

GALLIGAN

One of Quebec City’s 
iconic tourist attractions 
is its ice hotel, the 45-room 
Hotel de Glace. But on 
Jan. 9, the hotel’s most 
dreaded disaster, a fire, 
broke out in one of the 
guest rooms, the CBC 
reported. 

Manager Jacques 
Desbois admitted that 
“when I received the 
phone call, they had to 
repeat twice that there 
was a fire in the ice hotel.”

 Predictably, the flames 
did not spread and caused 
little damage to the struc-
ture, although smoke 
spread throughout the 
hotel and residents were 
evacuated. 

“In a room made out of 
ice and snow there are 
few clues to look at,” 
Desbois said, although 
each room has candles, 
and the hotel is consider-
ing the possibility that 
one of them caused the 
fire.

GO AHEAD, TAKE TWO

An unnamed Russian 
man, apparently desper-

ate for a drink, stole an 
armored personnel carri-
er from a secured facility 
Jan. 10 and used it to ram 
a storefront in Apatity, 
Russia, reported United 
Press International.

Surveillance video 
showed him climbing out 
of the tank-like carrier 
and into the store, where 
he retrieved a bottle of 
wine, then returning to 
the vehicle and ramming 
the storefront again as 
several bystanders looked 
on. He was arrested after 
leaving the scene.

IRONIES

In Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, a church’s new 
electronic bells are creat-
ing a living hell for neigh-
bor Bernadette Hall-
Cuaron, who has lived 
next to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe for years. 
“The bells ring multiple 
times a day during the 
week, and play ‘Amazing 

Grace’ during the week, 
and then they run multi-
ple times again during 
the weekend,” she told 
KOB-TV in January. 
“Because of the volume 
and frequency of the 
bells, this is not calling 
people to the church.” 

Hall-Cuaron called the 
church to complain, but 
said since her request, 
“they have added 
‘Amazing Grace’ every 
day ... a full verse.” The 
pastor responded he has 
lowered the volume but 
will not turn off the bells 
completely, as some in 
the neighborhood love 
them.

OOPS

An unnamed man tried 
an unconventional meth-
od to kill a wolf spider in 
his Redding, Calif., apart-
ment Jan. 7: He set it afire 
with a torch lighter. 
Unfortunately, the burn-
ing spider ran onto a mat-

tress and caught it on fire. 
Residents were able to 
put out the mattress fire, 
but not before flames 
reached nearby drapes 
and a flag collection, then 
a nearby closet, reported 
the Redding Record 
Searchlight. 

When a garden hose 
failed to douse the blaze, 
firefighters were called 
and prevented it from 
spreading to other apart-
ments. 

The blaze caused about 
$11,000 in damage, and 
all the residents were able 
to escape unharmed.

COMPELLING
EXPLANATIONS

Troy, Mich., police 
received two calls early 
on Jan. 10, both leading 
them to the Zion Church. 
One call was from the 
church, reporting vandal-
ism caused by gunfire. 

The other was from the 
alleged shooter, who told 
police the church was an 
a l ien spaceship. 
Surveillance video shows 
the unnamed shooter, 40, 

driving up to the church 
around 5 a.m. and firing 
shots into the doors. 

“He was talking very 
strangely about how the 
Zion Church is an alien 
spaceship for reptiles,” 
Troy Police Capt. 

Bob Redmond told 
WJBK-TV in Detroit. 
Police were assessing the 
shooter’s mental health 
to determine whether 
charges would be filed.

CREME DE LA WEIRD

An unnamed 41-year-
old Chinese woman who 
had been suffering from 
fevers and breathing 
problems for six years 
finally went for a check-
up in early January at a 
hospital in Tongchuan, 
Shaanxi Province, China. 
Doctors X-rayed and 
found an inch-long chili 
pepper in her right lung. 
Metro News reported Dr. 
Luo Lifeng tried to 
remove the pepper using 
a probe but was forced to 
operate because it was 
lodged too deep to reach. 
He speculated she had 

inhaled the pepper and 
then forgotten about it.

ARMED AND 
FRUSTRATED

Linda Jean Fahn, 69, of 
Goodyear, Ariz., finally 
succumbed to a frustra-
tion many wives suffer. 
On Dec. 30, as her hus-
band sat on the toilet, she 
barged in and “shot two 
bullets at the wall above 
his head to make him lis-
ten to me,” she told 
Goodyear police when 
they were called to the 
scene. 

Fahn said her husband 
“would have had to be 10 
feet tall to be hit by the 
bullets,” ABC15 in 
Phoenix reported, but 
officers estimated the bul-
lets struck about 7 inches 
over the man’s head as he 
ducked. She was charged 
with aggravated assault.

Send your weird news 
items with subject line 
WEIRD NEWS to 
WeirdNewsTips@amuni-
versal.com.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
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