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On January 18, the Southern Standard was notified 
it would no longer receive Walgreens circulars. This 
was a decision made by Walgreens and Novus 
Media Investments, which handle Walgreens inserts. 
We are sorry for this inconvenience and direct all 
concerns and questions from customers regarding 
their Walgreens circular to Consumer Relations at

 
consumerrelations.bb@walgreens.com

or
1-800-925-4733

If you would like to see Walgreens circulars back in 
the Southern Standard please contact Walgreens 

through email or call the number above.

NOTICE
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College students, staff and 
faculty and members of 
scouting organizations can 
take advantage of half-price 
admission to the Tennessee 
Aquarium and IMAX 3D 
Theater during the month of 
February. Discounts apply to 
Aquarium tickets and 
45-minute IMAX film 
screenings as well as combo 
ticket purchases. 

Scouts must wear their 
uniform or sash to receive 
the discount, which applies 
to everyone in the paying 
party. To receive the dis-
count, college students must 
be enrolled at or employed 
by a physical or online insti-
tution and present a valid 
student ID or online tran-
script. College faculty and 
staff can take advantage of 
the discount by presenting a 
pay stub. 

The discount is available 
to the entire visiting party 
and applies to all visits until 
Feb. 28. 

This discount arrives just 
in time to offer a reprieve 
from slate gray winter skies 
and frigid temperatures. The 
Aquarium’s Ocean Journey 
and River Journey buildings 
are full of charismatic, color-
ful animals sure to help stave 
off the seasonal doldrums, 
from leaping lemurs, romp-
ing otters and flittering but-
terflies to cruising alligators 
and a world-famous tweet-
ing electric eel. 

Visitors arriving in 
February will be able to 
catch up on many recent 
additions to the Aquarium, 
including vividly violet pur-

ple-stripe jellyfish and a new 
display of freshwater pipe-
fish. 

Across the street in the 
IMAX 3D Theater, visitors 
will have a choice of two 
exciting giant-screen films. 
Amazon Adventure 3D fol-
lows the real-life exploits of 
English naturalist Henry 
Bates, who spent a decade in 
the world’s largest rainforest 
conducting research that 
provided what Charles 
Darwin called “beautiful 
proof” for his theory of natu-
ral selection. The newest 
addition to the theater’s 
slate, Conquest of the Skies, 
presents a stunning exam-
ination of the 300-mil-
lion-year history of nature’s 
domination of the heavens, 
from Paleozoic winged rep-
tiles to darting humming-
birds and graceful Whooper 
Swans. 
COLLEGE AND SCOUT DAY 

DISCOUNT RATES: 
TENNESSEE AQUARIUM: 

$15 (adults and college stu-
dents) / $9.50 (ages 3-12)

IMAX: $6 (adults) / $5 
(ages 3-12)

TENNESSEE AQUARIUM/
IMAX COMBO TICKET: $19 
(adults) / $13.50 (ages 3-12)

The mission of the 
Tennessee Aquarium is to 
connect people with nature 
and empower them to make 
informed decisions about 
water and wildlife. 
Admission is $29.95 per 
adult and $18.95 per child, 
ages 3-12. Each ticket pur-
chased helps support 
Aquarium conservation pro-
grams.

Margaret Hobbs photo 
Magness Library volunteer Mary Humphrey, dressed as Anna from “Frozen,” reads a story to chil-

dren at a recent story time. Children are, from left at back, Macy Dodson, and seated Caroline McGee, 
Ava Ingram and Khloe Howell.  

Do you want to read about a snowman?

During the month of February, college students 
and scouts can enjoy the Tennessee Aquarium 
and IMAX 3D Theater for half price.

Aquarium offers 
discount to college 
students, scouts

With wide, spade-like 
claws and sturdy hind legs, 
the gopher tortoise seems 
almost purpose-built to 
move earth. Like shelled 
bulldozers, these reptilian 
excavators dig deep, wind-
ing tunnels beneath the 
scrublands and coastal 
dunes of the American 
Southeast. These burrows 
provide crucial shelter for 
the tortoises as well as hun-
dreds of other species, from 
Eastern indigo snakes to 
gopher frogs to burrowing 
owls. 

Despite the positive rip-
ple effect gopher tortoises 
have within their ecosys-
tems, their numbers in the 

last century have fallen by 
80 percent — including 
those living on federal land 
— due to habitat loss and 
fragmentation caused by 
human activity. 

For a keystone species 
like the gopher tortoise, a 
continuing decline would 
be a big problem for a lot of 
other animals, explains con-
servation biologist Dr. Josh 
Ennen of the Tennessee 
Aquarium Conservation 
Institute.  

“If they were to disappear 
and their burrows were to 
disappear, it would affect 
numerous species. The 
importance of gopher tor-
toises is disproportionate to 

their abundance,” Ennen 
explains. “By protecting this 
one turtle species, you’re 
actually protecting upwards 
of 400 other species, which 
is very important.”

The genetically distinct 
population of gopher tor-
toises found west of the 
Tombigbee and Mobile riv-
ers was federally listed as 
threatened in 1987. Despite 
facing a multitude of imper-
ilments, however, tortoises 
living east of these rivers 
lack federal protection. 

In a recently published 
study, Ennen and Tennessee 
Aquarium Conservation 
Institute geographic infor-
mation systems analyst 

Sarah Sweat joined other 
Southeastern researchers in 
producing a genetic survey 
of gopher tortoises across 
the species’ entire range. In 
all, the group sampled more 
than 930 gopher tortoises 
from 47 sites in both the 
species’ listed and unlisted 
regions. 

Guests to the Tennessee 
Aquarium can observe the 
way other animals use 
gopher tortoise burrows by 
visiting the Delta Country 
gallery inside the River 
Journey building. For more 
information about gopher 
tortoises, go to tnaqua.org/
our-animals/repti les/
gopher-tortoise.  

Gopher tortoise's protection is vital
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