
The recording tape was rolling on 
Feb. 28, 1993, when Branch Davidian 
leader David Koresh called Larry 
Lynch at the McLennan County sher-
iff's office.

In the background, gunfire contin-
ued as Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms agents raided the 77-acre 
Mount Carmel complex near Waco, 
Texas. Koresh was wounded early in a 
two-hour firefight in which four 
agents and six civilians died.

Koresh kept talking about Bible 
prophecies. Lynch kept interrupting, 
trying to get him to stop the fighting.

For Koresh, everything hinged on 
Book of Revelation texts about the 
Seven Seals and "the 
Lamb," a mysterious fig-
ure who would open 
those seals in the Last 
Days.

The infamous Branch 
Davidian drama is now 
a six-part Paramount 
Network miniseries 
"Waco," which runs through Feb. 28. 
The complex community inside the 
compound kept trying to tell FBI lead-
ers and their handpicked experts why 
they were doing what they were 
doing and why they believed what 
they believed.

In the end, federal officials saw 
everything through a "cult" lens.

"Something dehumanizing happens 
when you start using the word 'cult,'" 
said John Erick Dowdle, who, with his 
brother Drew, spent four years creat-
ing the miniseries. "No matter what 
happened, no matter what anybody 
said, the FBI people thought it was 
just a matter of time before they 
would kill themselves."

Of course, no one living inside one 
of these faith communities "believes 
they belong to a cult," he added. Thus, 
one of the main goals of "Waco" was 

to "try to show what all of this looked 
like on the inside, for some of the 
Branch Davidians."

The 51-day siege, which unfolded 
on TV news, ended in a still-mysteri-
ous firestorm ignited when nearly 900 
soldiers and other law officials, with 
armed tanks, crashed into the shabby 
tinderbox that was the Mount Carmel 
complex. In all, 76 men, women and 
children died in the flames. 
Negotiators had arranged for 35 to 
exit, including 21 children.

The Dowdle brothers visited Baylor 
University in Waco, digging into 
archives from years of dialogues with 
Branch Davidian leaders. These con-

tacts began long 
before the mid-1980s 
arrival of a young 
rock musician, bibli-
cal-prophecy savant 
and eventual polyga-
mist who would 
change his name to 
David Koresh.

The Dowdle brothers said it was 
highly likely the Mount Carmel 
firestorm could have been avoided if 
federal officials had listened to schol-
ars who truly understood the beliefs 
of the Branch Davidians. This includ-
ed their convictions Koresh might be 
"the Lamb" and one of the Seven Seal 
prophecies predicted they would be 
tested by an invasion of hostile forces.

"The FBI was totally dismissive of 
what they called the 'Bible babble' of 
Koresh and his followers," said Drew 
Dowdle. "They felt that if you let them 
talk about that stuff they would just 
go on and on all night. ... In the end, 
they just didn't think that talking 
about the Bible had anything to do 
with what was happening at Mount 
Carmel. And that was that."

Terry Mattingly is the editor of 
GetReligion.org. He lives in Oak Ridge.

"I think it's a disgrace, what's hap-
pening in our country," President 
Trump declared recently. "A lot of peo-
ple should be ashamed of themselves, 
and much worse than that."

The president was attacking the FBI 
and the Justice Department, headed 
by people he appointed. But the big-
gest disgrace is Trump himself, a pres-
ident who continually proves he 
knows nothing about how the 
American system of government 
works. 

In particular, the president com-
pletely misunderstands the nature of 
the legal and law-enforcement com-
munity. Yes, he 
appoints the chief 
officers of that com-
munity -- the attor-
ney general, the FBI 
director, federal 
judges and prosecu-
tors -- but in a basic 
sense, they don't 
work for him. They work for the 
country.

The president's political interest is 
secondary to the national interest. The 
rule of law trumps the tantrums of 
Trump. But he cannot grasp or accept 
this point. He demands personal loy-
alty and when he doesn't get it, he 
berates or even fires them.

"We have a president who seems to 
have no understanding of the profes-
sional ethos of the Justice Department, 
who has no understanding of how 
these people think about their jobs," 
law professor David Strauss of the 
University of Chicago told The New 
York Times.

There is a broader pattern here. 
Trump is taking aim at any institution, 
not just the Justice Department, that 
can independently check and balance 
his actions.

As John B. Bellinger III, a former 

Justice Department lawyer under 
President Bush 43, argued in The 
Washington Post, "The president's 
attacks on the 'top leadership and 
investigators' of the Department of 
Justice and the FBI, like his attacks on 
the press and the judiciary, appear to 
be intended to undermine public trust 
in institutions that hold him account-
able."

A favorite Trump target are the 
intelligence agencies, which stand 
accused of leaking information that's 
damaging to him. At one point, the 
president described their actions as 
being "just like Russia," and at anoth-

er, he asked, "Are we 
living in Nazi 
Germany?"

Trump's latest 
tirade focused on 
congressional 
Democrats who 
refused to applaud 
during his State of 

the Union speech. "Can we call that 
treason?" the president ranted during 
a speech in Cincinnati. "Why not?"

Right now the biggest threat to 
Trump is a legal system that includes 
the FBI, the Justice Department and 
special counsel Robert Mueller, who is 
investigating possible collusion 
between Team Trump and Moscow 
during the 2016 campaign. 

Sen. John McCain, battling brain 
cancer and immune to Trump's ire, 
warns Russian leader Vladimir Putin 
is loving the president's assaults on 
constitutional order. "If we continue to 
undermine our own rule of law, we 
are doing Putin's job for him," said 
McCain.

The president is correct: It is "a dis-
grace, what's happening in our coun-
try." But the disgrace belongs to him. 

Steve and Cokie Roberts can be contact-
ed by email at stevecokie@gmail.com.

Lady Doritos a
step for equality

We've heard of chick flicks in 
reference to those lovable romantic 
comedies. Well how about chick 
chips?

The idea of a new snack just for 
women called Lady Doritos has 
been bantered around all week. I 
guess you could say the chips 
have fallen where they may and 
PepsiCo, the parent company of 
Doritos, has clarified it does not 
plan to bring this promising 
product to market. 

What a poor use of publicity. 
What a waste of social media 
indignation.

Think of all the great "lady" 
things we already have in our 
culture. There's lady luck, which I 
always want on my side. There are 
lady fingers, which are yummy. 
And don't forget Lady Gaga.

So, yes, America needed a snack 
like Lady Doritos, a less crunchy, less 
messy version of the original. This 
feminine-friendly carbohydrate 
would have finally given women 
some equality in a snack food 
world long dominated by men.

For years, women have been 
slighted by a snack catalogue that 
includes the likes of Mr. Pibb and 
Mr. Goodbar. We wake up in the 
morning thanks to Mr. Coffee. Our 
bathrooms sparkle with the help 
of Mr. Clean.

I'm not afraid to admit women 
haven't gotten a fair shake when it 
comes to product names. In an 
effort to compensate, there's been 
a recent push to have a woman 
pictured on a U.S. bill, whether it's 
Susan B. Anthony or Judge Judy. I 
think Lady Doritos would have 
been a fair compromise.

The Lady Doritos hysteria began 
when Indra Nooyi, the female 
CEO of PepsiCo, said on a podcast 
that women do not eat Doritos the 
same way as men.

“They don’t like to crunch too 
loudly in public. And they don’t 
lick their fingers generously, and 
they don’t like to pour the little 
broken pieces and the flavor into 
their mouth," she said.

When asked if “a male and 
female" version of chips might be 
in the future, Nooyi said, "We are 
looking at it, and we’re getting 
ready to launch a bunch of them 
soon. For women, low-crunch, the 
full taste profile, not have so much 
of the flavor stick on the fingers, 
and how can you put it in a purse? 
Because women love to carry a 
snack in their purse.”

All of this seems rather rational. 
Who wants messy fingers caked 
with artificial cheese-flavored 
residue when you can have clean 
fingers? Who wants to make 
loud, crunching noises when you 
can eat quietly?

But faced with a little internet 
backlash, PepsiCo says it won't 
cash in its chips on the Lady 
Doritos idea. It's going to stick 
with gender-neutral snacks.

Tweeted Doritos on Monday 
night, "We already have Doritos 
for women -- they're called Doritos 
and they're loved by millions."

I say women deserve equality 
and at the very least their own 
snack, even if social media respond-
ed with a chip on its shoulder.

Standard editor James Clark can be 
reached at 473-2191.
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Disgrace belongs to Trump

GUEST EDITORIAL

The winter Olympics this 
year is set against the loom-
ing menace posed by one of 
the world's most dangerous 
regimes — North Korea. 
Whether Pyongyang and 
the U.S. continue to trade 
threats of nuclear destruc-
tion is a challenge for politi-
cians, diplomats and mili-
tary strategists.

That's one shadow cast 
across this Olympiad. The 
other transcends interna-
tional conflict and boundar-
ies, and stretches far beyond 
the world of elite athletes. 
That is the still-festering 
scandal of Lawrence 
Nassar, the U.S. gymnastics 
team doctor who sexually 
abused scores of young 
female gymnasts over two 
decades. More than 250 
girls and women, many of 
them former Olympians or 
hopefuls, told their harrow-
ing stories of abuse and 
betrayal. Nassar was sen-
tenced to up to 175 years in 
prison in that case.

We hope the millions of 
viewers, many of them 
youngsters (and their par-
ents) who harbor their own 
Olympic dreams, heed the 
lessons of those gymnasts. 
The Nassar victims spoke 
about how they trusted 
Michigan State University 
to protect them. And its 
leaders failed. 

And how they trusted 
team coaches and trainers. 
Those authority figures, too, 
failed. And how they trust-
ed their parents. And they, 

too, failed to suspect, to 
heed signs — failed to 
imagine that a trusted and 
famed doctor could be a 
monstrous predator.

The scandal's tally — 
careers ruined, lives haunt-
ed — is immeasurable. 
Investigations continue, as 
do civil court cases. The 
legal fallout isn't over, not 
even close.

Let these, the first 
Olympic Games in the 
#MeToo era, open a million 
conversations among chil-
dren and parents and with 
other adults, be they troop 
leaders, coaches, counselors 
or clergy. Let these games 
deter predators who might 
believe they, too, can abuse 
young athletes — any 
young people — in the 
guise of treatment or lead-
ership or authority because 
no one is watching.

Youngsters around the 
world eagerly watch the 
Olympics. They dream of 
performing on those slopes, 
on that ice, in those stadi-
ums before ecstatic crowds. 

But also remember that in 
the shadows, predators can 
lurk. Not just in the gym, 
but in every organization, 
club and after-school activi-
ty where children play and 
learn. Stopping these preda-
tors isn't just a team effort. 
It is every individual's duty.

Chicago
Tribune

Shadows are among
spectacle of Olympics

Q: Do you think the Olympics 
will take place without incident 
in South Korea?

 
YES or NO
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