
Shining a light on pro-
fessionals was the goal of 
Warren County School’s 
Job Shadow Day on 
Friday. 

Abigail Hodge and 
Michaela Hallum job 
shadowed Lisa Hobbs, 
Southern Standard 
reporter. The students 
are from Centertown 
Elementary. 

“I want to be a photog-
rapher,” said Hallum. 

Hodge’s added, “I like 
writing and I would like 
to be a journalist.”

Newspaper reporters 
write stories based on 
information and facts 
they gather. They collect 
this information by inter-
viewing people, review-
ing documents, taking 
notes and observing 
important  events . 
Reporters cover many 
topics, including politics, 
sports, cultural events, 
accidents and natural 
disasters. 

Hobbs covers all city 
and county government 
meetings, as well as 
human interest stories, 
school-related news, and 

a weekly animal feature 
at Warren County Animal 
Control and Adoption 
Center called “Pet of the 
Week.” She has been 
with the paper almost 14 
years.

Hallum asked, “What 
kind of pictures do you 
normally take?”

“Pretty much every-
thing,” said Hobbs. “I’ve 
taken pictures of build-
ings, crews working on 
the street, animals, trees, 
etc. I cover city and 
county government 
meetings. When they dis-
cuss certain items, I go 
take a picture to include 
with the article. 
Sometimes a photo isn’t 
possible and the article 
goes in without one. My 
advice to you would be 
to take a photography 
class. Being able to take a 
good picture is very 
important. 

The least favorite part 
of her job? 

“That would be cover-
ing anything that 
includes a deceased indi-
vidual,” said Hobbs. “I’d 
rather not, but I have. It’s 
not my normal responsi-
bility. However, if I’m 
the only one here and 
something comes out 
over the scanner, I go. 
I’ve covered structure 

fires and wrecks with 
injuries, on occasion. 
Being a reporter means 
you have to be willing to 
cover anything that’s 
news-related.”

Normal work hours?
“There’s no such thing 

as normal work hours. 
We don’t work 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., clock out and go 
home. I cover govern-
ment meetings. Those 
happen in the evening. 
Sometimes, I don’t get 
home until 9 p.m. It’s all 
part of the job. When we 
work varies depending 
on what we have to do 
and when. No two weeks 
are ever the same for 
me.”

The girls asked about 
other advice.

“Develop thick skin,” 
said Hobbs. “Nobody is 
perfect. You will make 
mistakes, and some peo-
ple are quick to criticize. 
You might even get 
blamed for things that 
aren’t you fault. You’ve 
got to be able to shake 
that off and keep going. 
Listen to their complaint, 
apologize if you feel it’s 
warranted and go back 
to work. Don’t let it both-
er you. If you allow it 
bother you, you might 
not last long as a report-
er. This isn’t an easy job, 
sometimes.”

Students participating 
in Job Shadow Day do so 
voluntarily and are 
urged to pick a profes-
sion they are interested 
in pursuing.

Dine -In & Carry-Out Available
305 Mullican St. • McMinnville

473-5555 or 473-7866
WE ARE OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 6:00 am - 10:00 pm

Gondola
The Home Of Fine Food

In McMinnville!
Pizzas, Steaks, Chicken, Seafood,  
Italian Dishes, Sandwiches & more

Pizza & Steakhouse
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Take your party into the

ENDZONE
Pick up everything you need 
at Gondola to score a win 
with your favorite squad

Wings         Cheesy Bread 

         Potato Skins       Chicken Strips 

                     Hot Poppers 

                                         The Best 
                                     Pizza In Town 
                                             & More
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20 Point Service Includes:
3 Full Machine Inspection

3 Change Engine Oil Filter

3 Change Engine Oil

3 Top Off Hydraulic Oil (if equipped)

3 Clean Radiator (if equipped)

3 Top Off Coolant (if equipped)

3 Clean Air Filter(s)

3 Change Fuel Filter(s)

3 Mix Winter Fuel Stabilizer in Fuel Tank

3 Change Spark Plugs (if equipped)

3 Sharpen/ Balance Mower Blades

3 Level Mower Deck

3 Scrape Grass/ Debris From Under Deck

3 Grease All Fittings

3 Lube All Pivot Points

3 Adjust All Belts and Linkages

3 Adjust Tire Pressure

3 Test Charging System

3 Clean Battery Terminals

3 Test All Safety Switches
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FREE 
House Chips and 
22 oz. drink with 
purchase of any 
sandwich*

*with this coupon

Buy a project PB&J® 
in store & we’ll give 
one within the local 
community and 
one to help the 
global community.
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Riverview
Terrace
assisted living
by Americare

    Monda Nichols (Dining Services Coordinator) & Mr. Art Gunning 

114 Highland Drive • McMinnville, TN 37110 • 931.473.2033 • www.americausa.net

Best Little Hidden Restaurant In Town

Restaurant quality food.

Made from scratch meals.

Individually made desserts.

We follow Very High Standards set by 
 Americare for food prep.

We have vegetarian meals available. 

Resident requested meals, from Frog Legs 
 to Stir Fry. 

One day per week a resident plans the meal 
     for the day for us to prepare, sometimes 

     using their own recipes if requested.

We have catered to our local Law 
     Enforcement department, Fire 

     Department and even Local Doctors and 
     their staff.

Our goal is for our 
residents to eat & 
enjoy all of their 
meals each day.

24
59

1

Lisa Hobbs photo
Abigail Hodge, left, and Michaela Hallum spent Friday morning learning the 

day-to-day activities of being a newspaper reporter as part of Warren County 
School’s Job Shadow Day. The girls are pictured at Warren County Animal Con-
trol and Adoption Center.

Students get taste 
of working world
Schools sponsor 
Job Shadow Day

Get 52 weeks of carrier home
delivery with online access for

ONLY 57¢
per issue ($84.75/year)

It pays to subscribe!

Call 931 473-2191 to sign up!
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