
Brianna Cooke was just 17 
when she learned her grand-
parents had been brutally 
murdered.

The only thing worse than 
hearing that news was the 
realization her own father 
was the killer.

“I fell to the ground and 
screamed and cried,” said 
Brianna of her reaction after 
rushing past officers and 
crime scene tape at the home 
of her grandparents, Gary 
and Gail Dodson. That was 
the morning of June 29, 2015.

The Dodsons had been 
stabbed to death inside their 
home and Brianna’s father, 
Bryan Cooke, was the prime 
suspect.

“We were told not to go 
back home because he was 
on the run and they didn’t 
know if he might come after 
us,” said Brianna. “So we all 
spent the night with friends 
and they caught him the 
next day in Florida.”

Bryan Cooke has since 
been convicted of two counts 
of first-degree murder and is 
serving life without chance 
of parole. He was long 
thought to have committed 
the murders under the influ-
ence of several drugs, 
including meth, but Brianna 
says her father’s addiction 
was to opioids, a class of 
painkillers at the center of 
attention in Tennessee right 
now.

Brianna says her father’s 
opioid abuse began after 
several knee surgeries when 
he was prescribed pain med-
ication by a physician. She 
said she was 11 when she 
realized her father had 
developed a problem.

“The first time I really 
knew was when he took me 
and my brother to a friend’s 
house because he said he 

wanted to run in and bor-
row a movie,” said Brianna. 
“We ended up sitting out-
side and waiting for him for 
two or three hours and it 
was obvious he was doing 
more than getting a movie. 
Soon after that, he had his 
first seizure.”

Brianna said she started to 
do some digging and uncov-
ered the journal of her moth-
er, Kelly. She said it was by 
reading journal entries she 
learned her father was 
addicted to pain pills.

“It started with hydros, 

which gave him a lot of ener-
gy,” said Brianna. “He 
wasn’t mean. He was just 
full of energy. He’d sleep all 
day and be up all night. 
When the hydros became 
too expensive, he googled 
what he could take that 
would give him the same 
effect and he found out he 
could take Mucinex, which 
is like an opioid. When he 
got on the Mucinex pills, 
that’s when he became really 
irate.”
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Daughter tells how dad's
drug abuse led to murder
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Reckless endangerment charges 
have been taken against a man who 
allegedly got drunk and cut loose with 
a 45-caliber handgun, shooting at cans 
in his yard on East Main Street.

The suspect, William S. Forth, 28, is 
charged with possession of a handgun 
while under the influence, public 
intoxication, and reckless endanger-
ment. He will face hearing Feb. 13.

Police were dispatched to East Main 
Street where someone called 911 to say 
they heard gunshots in the vicinity. 
When policeman Toby Lewis arrived 
to investigate, he found Forth.

“He was in the 
backyard, passed out 
on a bench,” Lewis 
revealed. “Located 
near the bench was an 
almost empty bottle of 
Wild Turkey.”

Lewis said he liter-
ally found the smok-
ing gun while investi-
gating the case. “There 

was an odor of alcohol coming from 
the male’s person,” he reported. “And, 
he had a 45-caliber handgun between 
his feet with spent shell casings near-
by.”

After being awakened, Forth told 
the officer he had been shooting at 
cans in his backyard which was in 
close proximity to his neighbor’s 
house on East Main Street. 

The officer noted Forth had ammu-
nition for the handgun in his pocket. 
He was arrested at the scene.

Warren County Commissioners are moving for-
ward with a commitment to secure $12.5 million for 
school projects and jail expansion. 

An “initial bond resolution” and a “bond resolu-
tion” were both under review by the county Financial 
Management Committee and then the county Budget 
and Finance Committee.

The two measures were presented 
by Finance Department director 
Linda Hillis, who says this is the first 
step toward borrowing the funds.

While $6 million has been offered 
to the school system for projects at 
Bobby Ray and West Elementary, the 
remaining $6.5 million is slated to be 
used at the county jail.

“What we can do is issue the 
amount that we need at the time,” 
said Hillis. “If we need just the schools, we can do that 
bond issue first and then, two years later, if we need 
the money for the jail, we can do that then. This is valid 
until the Warren County Commission rescinds it.”

The resolutions will be sent to the County 
Commission after receiving unanimous approval.

A man who hid a teen 
runaway and gave her 
meth has been 
sentenced to half 
a year behind 
bars.

The man, 
William R. 
Draht, 38, was 
ordered by 
Circuit Court 
Judge Bart 
Stanley to serve 
180 days of a three-year 
sentence and undergo 
the sex offender program 
for aggravated statutory 

rape. He is not to have 
any contact with his 
16-year-old victim.

The teen girl was 
found at Draht's home on 
Park Drive and asked 

why she was 
there.

“She admitted 
that William Draht 
had provided her 
with metham-
phetamine,” said 
Stuart Colwell, 
investigator for 
District Attorney 
General Lisa 

Zavogiannis. Colwell 
noted the teen had been 
given the drugs the night 
before. 

Jacob Dodd photo
Jon Stickley performs Saturday during the first show of the Cumberland 

Caverns Live concert series. For story, see page 2A.

brianna Cooke holds a picture of Gail and Gary Dodson, her Nana and Pa.  
They were murdered in 2015 by brianna's father, bryan Cooke, who had 
battled drug abuse issues for more than six years.
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WArrEN CouNTY JAiL

When: This Saturday, 
Feb. 10

Place: McMinnville 
Civic Center

Time: 9 a.m.

This inaugural walk 
will cover approxi-
mately 1.8 miles and 
take 45 minutes be-
fore ending at Gondo-
la restaurant.

Walk Against 
opioid Abuse
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