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Roaring good time

A man accused of sticking a handgun to 
the head of his live-in girlfriend and punch-
ing her in the face is in jail after failing to 
appear in court last week.

Anthony J. Terrigino Jr., 35, has been 
arrested after failing to make his scheduled 
court appearance last Tuesday. He is charged 
with aggravated domestic assault for an inci-
dent which took place Feb. 3.

According to the warrant for Terrigino’s 
arrest, officers responded to an apartment on 
Yager Road around 11:30 p.m. after a female 
called 911 to say she had been struck in the 
head and had barricaded herself in the bath-
room. Upon arrival, McMinnville Police offi-
cer Austin Edwards noticed belongings from 
inside the home scattered around the front 
porch as if they had been thrown out.

After calling out, officer Edwards found 
the victim still barricaded in the bathroom. 

Terrigino had fled.
“Officer Edwards 

observed the victim to be 
extremely disheveled and 
crying,” the arrest warrant 
says. “She was observed 
to have swelling to her 
right cheek and a black 
right eye.”

The officer learned the 
victim and Terrigino had 

been dating for approximately nine months 
and shared the apartment together. The vic-
tim said the altercation erupted when she 
looked outside to see what neighbors were 
doing and that angered Terrigino.

The warrant says, “At one point, Terrigino 
put a handgun to the back of her head and 
stated he would kill her.”

It’s not the first time Terrigino is accused of 
assaulting his girlfriend. In 2015, he was sen-
tenced to a year in jail after reportedly chok-
ing his girlfriend after an argument over 
religion escalated. 

A night of romance can be 
an expensive thing.

According to the 
National Retail Federation, 
Valentine's Day spending 
is projected to be $19.6 bil-
lion, an average of $143 per 
person.

To help your wallet 
during this holiday of love, 
the Southern Standard is 
offering a Valentine's Day 
prize package promotion. 
The grand prize winner will 
be drawn today at 2 p.m. 
and registration will take 
place up until the time of the 
drawing at the newspaper 
office at 105 College Street.

The grand prize winner 
will be showered with an 
assortment of refreshing 
gifts that includes a gift cer-
tificate to Gondola, after-
noon tea at Kimmi's Tea 
Room, a massage from At 
Last A Day Spa, a gift certif-
icate from Morrison 
Hardware, and candles 
from Exchange Furniture 
and It All Makes Scents.

And perhaps nothing 
says love more than the gift 
of knowledge that comes 
with a six-month subscrip-
tion to the Standard, which 
is available in the prize 
package. The newspaper is 
also giving away a box of 
chocolates, part of an esti-
mated $1.8 billion that will 
be spent on candy, accord-
ing to the National Retail 
Federation.

Enter today before 2 p.m. 
for your chance to win.

Most motorists are adhering to a new 
Tennessee law that restricts the use of 
cellphones in active school zones, 
according to McMinnville Police Chief 
Bryan Denton.

The law, which went into effect Jan. 1, 
says drivers of any vehicle will now face 

a maximum $50 fine for talking on a 
hand-held cellphone while driving in an 
active school zone. Drivers under 18 
aren’t allowed to use hands-free phone 
devices and face up to a $50 fine.

“The officers have not written a lot of 
those citation, but they’ve written some,” 
said Denton. “Shift commanders tell me 
that with their presence and the publici-
ty surrounding the law, compliance 
within the school zones is good so far.”

Tennessee saw a record high 24,743 
distracted driving crashes in 2016, result-
ing in 58 deaths.

The law allows the use of hands-free 
cellphone devices by individuals 18 
years or older, but drivers under 18 
aren’t allowed to use either hand-held or 
hands-free phone devices in an active 
school zone. 

Employers who tolerate 
or ignore sexual harassment 
in their workplace are likely 
inviting costly, and possibly 
devastating, legal problems, 
a top attorney in employ-
ment law told local 
Rotarians.

Tim Garrett, a partner in 
the Bass, Berry & Sims Law 
Firm in Nashville, cited “the 
company culture” as the key 
to either condoning miscon-
duct or combating harass-
ment and abuse.   

“How do we cultivate a 
corporate culture?” that pro-
tects the rights of all employ-
ees to be protected from 
unwanted sexual attention, 
asked the speaker at The 
Rotary Club of McMinnville 
luncheon on Thursday.

The workplace, he 
observed, “is a microcosm of 
society.” When society 
accepts, and sometimes cele-
brates, sexual predators we 
should not be surprised 
when bad behavior infects 
our offices, factories and 
stores. Nonetheless, employ-
ers and supervisors have a 
legal obligation for vigilance 
and corrective and preven-
tive action, he said.

The familiar “boys will be 
boys” excuse falls far short 
of meeting the legal and 
moral duties of those 
charged with managing the 
workplace, Garrett empha-
sized in a public radio 91.3 
WCPI interview.

Managers are legally 
responsible for how they 
respond to employee com-
plaints, Garrett said. 
Companies often fall into lia-
bility because of “a lack of 
commitment at the top.” 

Foremost in elevating the 
corporate culture, the attor-
ney argued, is the recogni-
tion that “work has dignity, 
and all workers have digni-
ty.” From the CEO to the 
newly hired custodian, all 
people have intrinsic worth 
and should be valued.

Garrett’s half-hour inter-
view on WCPI airs 
Wednesday at 5:05 a.m.; 
Thursday at 1 p.m.; and 
Friday at 1:05 a.m.

The circus was in town Friday night at McMinnville Civic Center and 
Alyssa Boyd has a roaring good time with her face painted as a tiger.

Jacob Dodd photo
David Blocker gets ready to buy flowers at Kroger for his mother 

on Valentine’s Day.

A police officer is positioned across from 
Bobby Ray Elementary on Monday.

Companies can't have 
a "boys will be boys" 
attitude, attorney Tim 
Garrett says.
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