
MONTREAT, N.C. (AP) — 
The Rev. Billy Graham, who 
transformed American reli-
gious life through his 
preaching and activism, 
becoming a counselor to 
presidents and the most 
widely heard Christian 
evangelist in history, died 
Wednesday. He was 99.

Graham, who long suf-
fered from cancer, pneumo-
nia and other ailments, died 
at his home in North 
Carolina, spokesman Mark 
DeMoss told The Associated 
Press.

Graham’s leadership 
summits and crusades in 
more than 185 countries and 
territories forged powerful 
global links among conser-
vative Christians. Dubbed 
“America’s pastor,” he was a 
confidant to U.S. presidents 
from Gen. Dwight 
Eisenhower to George W. 
Bush.

In 1983, President Reagan 
gave Graham the 
Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, America’s highest 
civilian honor. When the 
Billy Graham Museum and 
Library was dedicated in 
2007 in Charlotte, former 
Presidents George H.W. 
Bush, Jimmy Carter and Bill 
Clinton attended.

Beyond Graham’s public 
appearances, he reached 
untold millions through his 
pioneering use of prime-
time telecasts, network 
radio, daily newspaper col-
umns, evangelistic feature 
films and globe-girdling sat-
ellite TV hookups. Graham’s 
message was not complex or 
unique, yet he preached 
with a conviction that won 
over audiences worldwide.

“The Bible says,” was his 

catch phrase. His unques-
tioning belief in Scripture 
turned the Gospel into a 
“rapier” in his hands, he 
said.

By his final crusade in 
2005 in New York City, he 
had preached in person to 
more than 210 million peo-
ple worldwide. No evange-
list is expected to have his 
level of influence again.

“William Franklin 
Graham Jr. can safely be 
regarded as the best who 
ever lived at what he did,” 
said William Martin, author 
of the Graham biography “A 
Prophet With Honor.”

Born Nov. 7, 1918, on his 
family’s dairy farm near 
Charlotte, N.C., Graham 
came from a fundamentalist 
background that expected 
true Bible-believers to stay 
clear of Christians with even 
the most minor differences 
over Scripture. But as his 
crusades drew support from 
a widening array of Christian 
churches, he came to reject 
that view.

His approach helped 
evangelicals gain the influ-
ence they have today. 
Graham’s path to becoming 

an evangelist began taking 
shape at age 16, when the 
Presbyterian-reared farm-
boy committed himself to 
Christ at a local tent revival.

Graham, who became a 
Southern Baptist, went on to 
study at Wheaton College, a 
prominent Christian liberal 
arts school in Illinois, where 
he met fellow student Ruth 
Bell, who had been raised in 
China where her father had 
been a Presbyterian medical 
missionary.

His massive crusades in 
England and New York cata-
pulted him to international 
celebrity. His 12-week 
London campaign in 1954 
defied expectations, draw-
ing more than 2 million peo-
ple and the respect of the 
British, many of whom had 
derided him before his arriv-
al as little more than a slick 
salesman. Three years later, 
he held a crusade in New 
York’s Madison Square 
Garden that was so popular 
it was extended from six to 
16 weeks, capped off with a 

rally in Times Square that 
packed Broadway with 
more than 100,000 people.

As America’s most 
famous religious leader, he 
golfed with statesmen and 
entertainers and dined with 
royalty. Graham’s relation-
ships with U.S. presidents 
also boosted his ministry 
and became a source of 
pride for conservative 
Christians who were so 
often caricatured as back-
ward. 

Graham’s integrity was 
credited with salvaging the 
reputation of broadcast 
evangelism in the dark days 
of the late 1980s, after scan-
dals befell TV preachers 
Jimmy Swaggart and Jim 
Bakker.

He resolved early on 
never to be alone with a 
woman other than his wife. 
Instead of taking a share of 
the “love offerings” at his 
crusades, as was the custom, 
he earned a modest salary 
from the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association.
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NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS

2016 Taxes:
You are advised that after March 30, 2018 additional 
penalties and costs will be imposed in consequence of 
suits to be filed for enforcement of the lien for taxes 
against land and personal property; until this date, taxes 
may be paid at my office.

The last day to pay your 2016 taxes in the Trustee’s office 
is March 30, 2018. Payment must be received at the 
Trustee’s office by March 30th. Postmarks not accepted.

2017 TAXES:
You are advised than after February 28, 2018 additional 
penalties will be imposed upon the 2017 property taxes. 
Taxpayers can avoid these extra penalties by paying their 
2017 taxes before the February 28th deadline.

For your convenience, the Trustee’s office will be open 
Saturday, February 24th from 9:00 until 12:00.

Tax Relief: The last day to sign up for tax relief is April 
5th.

Bank locations: Security Federal Savings Bank, 
Homeland Community Bank and Citizens Tri-County 
Bank are now accepting current tax payments through 
Feb. 28th.

Automatic Draft: The Trustee's office is now offering 
taxpayers the opportunity to pay future taxes by automatic 
bank draft. Contact the Trustee’s office for more 
information.

DARLENE BRYANT
Warren County Trustee
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Let me introduce myself, I 
am Lisa Kanne. Why do I 
want to run for Warren 
County Commissioner 
District 12? That is a reason-
able question. 

Tragedy struck my family 
in Warren County. You, 
McMinnvillans, came from 
all over to say “What can we 
do to help?”  I was touched 
and blessed by the outpour-
ing by you. As a result, I am 
inspired to give back to this 
community by running for 
Warren County 
Commissioner for District 
12. If elected I will give 25 
percent of my Warren 
County Commissioner pay 
back to the community. I 
care!

Humbly supporting those 
around me goes back to my 
core values of God, country 
and volunteering. I learned 
these values in 10 years of 
Girl Scouts. It comes through 
as I assist with food banks in 
the area. I believe one can 
always give back to the com-
munity. When I finally 
moved here in 2013, I started 
to volunteer through the 
Civil Air Patrol. They have a 
program called STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing, and math) which 
encourages young people to 
learn.

Through the STEM pro-
gram we worked with 
Cyber Patriot doing country 
wide completion. The cadets 

finished second in 
the state.

While in the 
Civil Air patrol 
we conducted 
sorties to find 
missing planes, 
laid flags on vet-
erans’ graves, 
and marched in 
parades. We 
also went to 
Oakbrook to see 
the handling of 
the nuclear element and 
maneuvered robots.

My education and 
experience has taken me 
down a unique path 
which started with a 
bachelor of science from 
Eastern Michigan 

University. I 
have also 
received a mas-
ter of divinity 
and a doctorate 
from Liberty 
University. I 
worked two 
jobs while going 
to college. I 
honored my 
parents by com-
pleting my doc-
torate degree. I 

trained as a hospital 
chaplain. 

While working over 
twenty years in the aero-
space industry I saw 
what projects worked in 
other communities and 
what could be done in 

Warren County.
My platform is making 

Warren County a sought-
out place to work and 
live. Warren County is 
the nursery capital of the 
world, and we can do 
more to promote its 
beauty. I would fight for 
an overpass over 

Highway 55 so people 
walking can safely visit 
the stores on the other 
side of Highway 55.  
Plus, I will work to lower 
the wheel tax.

I humbly ask for your 
vote for Warren County 
Commissioner for 
District 12.

AMERICAN LEGION POST 173
Our MONTHLY MEETINGS are held the first Thursday of each month at Billy’s 
Restaurant (2822 Nashville Highway in McMinnville). Members will meet at 5:00 
pm for dinner with the meeting to follow at 6:00 pm. All members are encour-
aged to attend. Prospective members are also welcome to attend.
Everyone is invited to visit our Facebook page @post173 to stay up to date on all 
American Legion activities.
New Post address is: American Legion Post 173, P.O. Box 173, McMinnville, TN 
37111. The Ladies Auxiliary meets at the same time.
THE BOBBY RAY DETACHMENT OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
Our MONTHLY MEETINGS are held the first Thursday of each month at the Warren 
County Administrative Building (201 Locust Street) in the Magnolia Room. Doors 
open at 1800 and the meeting starts at 1830. All honorable discharged Marines, 
Navy FMF Corpsman and Navy Chaplains who served with the marines are 
invited to attend. For more information call 931-934-5619. 
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS CHAPTER (POST 173)
Our MONTHLY MEETING are held the fourth Saturday each month at Billy’s 
Restaurant (2822 Nashville Hwy. in McMinnville). Member will meet at 9:00am 
for breakfast, meeting to follow at 10:00am. Group will go for a ride after the 
meeting, weather permitting, location to be determined by the Road Captain. 
We are looking for new members. For information contact Rider Director John 
Davis American Legion Rider Chapter Post 173, PO Box 173, McMinnville, TN 37111.
VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, ROYCE DAVENPORT CHAPTER 1112
Monthly meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at Billy’s 
restaurant (2822 Nashville Hwy. in McMinnville). Members will meet at 5:00 p.m. for 
dinner, with meeting starting at 6:00 p.m. All members are encouraged to attend. 
Perspective members will need to bring copy of DD Form 214 to verify service and 
join. Everyone is invited to visit our Facebook page @ VVA1112 to stay up to date 
on all VVA and AVVA activities.
Associate Vietnam Veterans of America, Royce Davenport Chapter 1112 
Meeting is the same time and place as the VVA (see above). Anyone can be a 
member. There is no requirement to be related to a Veteran in anyway, however 
Veterans can also join. Please come and join our organization. Royce Davenport 
Chapter 1112 will again be collecting non-perishable items for the Warren County 
Emergency Food Bank during the Main Street Live Concert Series on Friday nights 
starting June 9, 2017 and continuing through the series. Your donations are greatly 
appreciated.
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST 5064
Our MONTHLY MEETINGS are typically held on the third Thursday of each month 
at the VFW Post Home (3340 Sparta Highway) at 7:00 pm. Prospective members 
are encouraged to attend. Call 931-668-8392 for more information. The VFW 
Auxiliary meets at the same time.

KANNE

Kanne seeks District 12 County Commissioner seat

Billy Graham reached 
untold millions while 
spreading the word of 
God.

'America's pastor' dies at 99
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