
Such threats must be 
taken seriously since the 
1999 massacre at Columbine 
High School, which was 
before today’s high school 
students were born. Since 
that time, the Washington 
Post estimates 150,000 stu-
dents have been on a school 
campus during a shooting.

To combat the potential 
violence, each school in 
Warren County has a num-
ber of security measures in 
place. This starts with a 
school resource officer at 
every school. The SRO is a 
certified deputy with the 
Warren County Sheriff’s 
Department assigned to that 
school on a full-time basis. 
The high school, because of 
its size, has two SROs.

Front entrances to each 
school remain locked during 
the school day. Visitors have 
to push a button and be 
buzzed in by the school sec-
retary. It’s a weighty respon-
sibility, according to WCHS 
secretary Jackie Powers.

“If I push that button and 
let someone in who does 
something to these kids, I’d 
be devastated,” said Powers. 
“School security is some-
thing every adult in this 
building thinks about and 
takes very seriously. You 
have to in today’s world.”

Every school visitor is 
required to show photo ID, 
which is scanned into a 
computer system. This takes 
a little time and Powers asks 
visitors to show patience.

“We’re doing this for the 
safety of the children,” said 
Powers. “It breaks my heart 
that I have to do it, but it’s 
for safety.”

Director of Schools Bobby 
Cox says it’s impossible to 
know how people will react 
if a violent situation ever 
erupts locally, but he’s confi-
dent the best safety plans 
are in place.

“Every school has a safety 
plan that’s submitted to us 
and submitted to the state,” 
said Cox. “We do lockdown 
drills and shelter in place 
drills and we do those drills 
at different times of the day 
so students are in different 
situations.”

Cox said school officials 
are constantly evaluating 
their safety plans and he 
used the bomb threat at 
WCHS in 2015 as an exam-
ple. During that threat, 
students were evacuated 
and transported to 
McMinnville Civic Center.

“We did debriefing after 
that and discussed what 
went right, what went 
wrong, and how to 
improve it,” said Cox. 
“Drills and the real thing 
are totally different and we 
hope students react the 
right way.”

Cox echoed Sheriff 
Matheny’s comments about 
the best defense against 
school violence being a 
community that’s commit-
ted to stopping it.

“Students need to be 
aware of their surroundings 
and parents can help too,” 
said Cox. “If a parent sees 
something that looks 
strange or is not quite right, 
they need to let someone 
know. It’s an unpredictable 
world we live in.”

For those interested in 
learning more, the school 
system is holding an active 
shooter preparation semi-
nar on Monday, March 5, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the 
WCHS auditorium. It’s pre-
sented by Lt. Ben Cantrell of 
McMinnville Police 
Department. Anyone in the 
community is welcome to 
attend.
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“We can beat the Pants 
off anybody’s Deal”

Call Jr. Walker 
at Edd Rogers

 Chevrolet Buick

675 West Bockman Way • Sparta, TN
Sales 866-606-9051 • Service 877-275-9016 14
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Community GreetinG ServiCe®

would like to say...
“Welcome to McMinnville!” •EST.1946•

Are you a newcomer to the Warren County area?
A representative of CGS and many local businesses 
would like to personally welcome you. We need to 

schedule a short visit with you and bring lots of gifts, 
coupons and discount cards. It’s our way of saying “We 

are glad you moved to McMinnville!”
For More Information Call Our

Community Greeting Service Representative
Garry McBride 931-260-3328 25
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NOTICE
2016 CITY TAXPAYERS

Beginning March 1, an additional penalty of 
19 ½ percent will be added to the 2016 

property taxes. Final collection date at City 
Hall is March 23, 2018, after which they will 

be turned over to Clerk & Master for 
collection.

Payment must be received at the City Recorder’s 
Office (City Hall) by March 23, 2018. No 

exceptions. Postmarks will not be accepted.

Shirley Durham

City Recorder
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My name is Terry K. Smith 
and I am running for re-election 
for the office of Warren County 
Register of Deeds. 

My purpose is to continue 
helping the people of Warren 
County as I have in the past.

I graduated from Central 
High School and attended 
Middle Tennessee State 
University. I have been certified 
thru County Technical 
Assistance Service (CTAS) and 
the University of Tennessee with 
over 200 hours of classes to receive my 
certification. I have to maintain 16 hours 
of classroom work each year to keep my 
certification.

Since being the Register of Deeds I 
installed computers, we do email to offic-

es of Title Searchers and attor-
neys, take payments by credit 
cards, and recently added e-fil-
ing (electronic filing). You can 
go to USTitleSearch.com. I send 
micro-filming to state archives 
and a copy is kept in a deposit 
box in a local bank. I have a 
disaster plan, also kept in depos-
it box, as required by computer 
auditors.

I am a member of Westwood 
Church of Christ, County 
Officials Association of 

Tennessee (COAT), and have been presi-
dent of Middle Tennessee Registers 
Association on two occasions.

Experience counts. Vote for Terry Smith 
for Register of Deeds on May 1. Your vote 
is greatly appreciated. 

Smith seeks re-election 
for Register of Deeds

smith

WChs secretary Jackie Powers demonstrates how every visitor at the high 
school has their driver license scanned into the computer system upon en-
try. Powers says the small inconvenience increases safety for everyone at 
the school.

Safeguarding our schools
Continued from page 1A

Get ready to talk poli-
tics and eat bologna.

A tradition that has 
spanned decades will 
continue this Tuesday, 
Feb. 27, when Warren 
County residents take 
part in Bologna Day on 
Capitol Hill in Nashville. 

“We welcome Warren 
County citizens to partic-
ipate as we prepare to 
engage with our legisla-
tors once again in politi-
cal dialog, reminiscent of 
the earlier days when 
Bologna Day took place 
in front of Fraley’s Store 
on Main Street,” said 
Chamber of Commerce 
president Mandy Eller. 

State Reps. Judd 

Matheny and Paul 
Sherrell, along with state 
Sen. Janice Bowling, are 
scheduled to be present 
to meet with citizens and 
talk politics. It gives 
locals a connection with 
elected officials. It will be 
held on the mezzanine 
level of the War Memorial 
Building.

Southern Central 
Wa s t e  S e r v i c e s , 
Homeland Community 
Bank, and Caney Fork 
Electric Cooperative are 
making this event possi-
ble once again. Southern 
Central is providing the 
meal prepared by 
Prater’s BBQ of smoked 
and regular bologna, or 

turkey breast with bread, 
chips, cookies and 
drinks. 

Bus transportation, 
sponsored by Caney Fork 
Electric and Homeland 
Community Bank, to the 
capitol in Nashville is 
open to citizens in the 
community. The charter 
bus will leave the 
Chamber of Commerce at 
7:30 a.m. For those driv-
ing individually, Bologna 
Day catering will be 
available around 11 a.m.

C o n t a c t  t h e 
M c M i n n v i l l e - Wa r r e n 
County Chamber of 
Commerce at 473-6611 to 
make arrangements to 
attend.

tommy savage, front, and Phillip Prater make their way through the line 
during a previous Bologna Day. this year’s event is set for tuesday, Feb. 27 
in Nashville.

Warren County tradition lives 
on with Bologna Day Tuesday

Patsy tigue received chilling news Friday. she 
won a freezer! Patsy was the grand prize winner 
of the Southern Standard’s annual Customer Ap-
preciation Day. Congratulations Patsy.

Big winner
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