
FRANK & ERNEST® by Bob Thaves

THE GRIZZWELLS® by Bill Schorr

BIG NATE® by Lincoln Peirce

ALLEY OOP by Jack and Carole Bender

SOUP TO NUTZ by Rick Stromoski

THE BORN LOSER™ by Art & Chip Sansom

HERMAN® by Jim Unger

ARLO AND JANIS® by Jimmy Johnson

CROSSWORDS

DEAR HARRIETTE: I have an 
interview coming up at a restau-
rant where I have applied to be a 
host. What do you think is the 
appropriate attire to wear to this 
interview? Usually I would dress 
in business casual to an interview, 
but because the restaurant is casu-
al and I am interviewing for the 
position of host, I'm not sure if 
wearing a suit and tie is appropri-
ate. Are there different places or 
occasions where casual dress is 
better to wear than going formal? 

-- What to Wear, Syracuse, New 
York

DEAR WHAT TO WEAR: This 
is tricky. On one hand, a suit and 
tie is the classic interview outfit, 
but if everyone is wearing jeans 
and T-shirts at this restaurant, 
you will stand out as not being 
aware of the restaurant's style if 
you dress too formally. 

So, what to wear? I think a 
jacket is smart to put over a shirt 
with trousers, preferably not 
jeans. You don't need to wear a 
tie. The shirt can be a dress shirt 
or even a dressy T-shirt -- as long 
as the jacket is professional-look-
ing. Shoes should be just that -- 
shoes, not sneakers, even if you 
will never wear shoes if you get 
the job. 

More than your attire, bring a 
winning personality and clarity 
about your skills to show that 
you would add value to the 
restaurant.

DEAR HARRIETTE: I have an 
upcoming black-tie fundraiser for 
my company. I will be attending 
with my long-term boyfriend as 
my guest. This will be the first 
black-tie event he and I will be 
attending together. I have been 
thinking about my boyfriend's eti-
quette recently, and how he will 
act at this event. He is polite and 
courteous when he meets people, 
but the issue is his table manners. 
His manners don't bother me 
because I have become accus-
tomed to them, but I know other 

people notice the way he holds his 
knife and fork, or the fact that he 
often doesn't wait for everyone to 
get their meal before he starts. I 
can't blame him for this because it 
was what he was taught growing 
up, but I want to bring it up in a 
non-condescending way to pre-
pare him for our upcoming event. 

-- Table Manners, Chicago
DEAR TABLE MANNERS: 

Since this is the first black-tie for 
both of you, take the approach 
that you both should brush up 
on the rules of the table at such 
an event. You can point out that 
you learned at work that people 
notice when you follow the 
"rules" and when you don't. 
Suggest to your boyfriend that 
the two of you review the basics 
of how to eat at a formal table 
together, so that you both get it 
right. General rules include wait-
ing to begin eating until all are 
served, using utensils starting 
from the outside in, putting your 
napkin in your lap, chewing with 
your mouth closed, not talking 
with food in your mouth, not 
reaching across people for items 
on the table and putting away 
your smartphone. For a diagram 
of a formal table setting, go to 
emilypost.com/advice/table-set-
ting-guides.

You should also review the 
basics of being at a business 
event. This includes handling 
small talk when you arrive, 
working on short statements that 
define who you are, which you 
can share as you talk to people. 
For more ideas, go to emilypost.
com/advice/download-top-10-
business-dining-etiquette-tips.

(Harriette Cole is a lifestylist and 
founder of DREAMLEAPERS, an 
initiative to help people access and 
activate their dreams. You can send 
questions to askharriette@harriette-
cole.com or c/o Andrews McMeel 
Syndication, 1130 Walnut St., 
Kansas City, MO 64106.)
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