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Glenn running for 11th
District Commissioner

Democrat Steve Glenn is 
announcing his candidacy for 11th 
District County Commissioner.

Glenn was born and raised in 
the Midway and Dibrell commu-
nities. He has always been an 
active leader in his church, Bluff 
Springs Church of Christ, and 
community. He presently manag-
es a nursery farm operation for 
Tommy Boyd at Boyd and Boyd 
Nursery.

He has served on the Farm 
Service Agency board for nine 
years. He presently serves on the 
Warren County Planning 
Commission.

“I have always worked hard to 
serve the people of Warren 
County,” said Glenn. “I would 
like to continue that hard work as 
your 11th District Commissioner. 
Please vote for me, Steve Glenn, 
on May 1.”

For more years than 
most people can remem-
ber, Warren County has 
proclaimed itself to be the 
“The Nursery Capital of 
the World.”

But is that claim still 
true?

Yes, absolutely. And the 
numbers back it up, 
according to the 
Tennessee Agriculture 
Commissioner.

Across Tennessee, some 
55,000 acres are in nurs-
ery plant cultivation. Just 
about half that total is in 
Warren  County, 
Commissioner Jai 
Templeton told The 
Rotary Club of 
McMinnvi l le  on 
Thursday.

Nursery production 
contributes significantly 
to the Volunteer State’s 
$72 billion annual output 
in agricultural and forest 
products, Templeton 
said. That number rep-
resents close to 15 percent 

of Tennessee’s total eco-
nomic activity while 
employing more than 
363,000 people. The fig-
ures are based on a 2009 
comprehensive study by 
the University of 
Tennessee.

But it’s not only the 
quantity of nursery pro-
duction that sets Warren 
County and Tennessee 
apart from the competi-
tion.  Quality of the prod-
ucts shipped to other 
states and abroad is care-
fully safeguarded, led 
by both the producers 
and state inspectors and 
compliance requirements.

“The nursery industry 
works hard to protect the 
reputation of Tennessee,” 
Templeton said. Gov. Bill 
Haslam and his busi-
ness-friendly administra-
tion try first to help the 
industry with quality 
issues before resorting 
to heavy-handed enforce-
ment with penalties and 
restrictions, he said.

With a total economic 
impact of some $81 bil-
lion, food and fiber crops, 

along with livestock and 
timber, constitute the No. 
1 economic sector in 
Tennessee. That comes 
during a time of declining 
family farm ownership 
and employment.   The 
positive difference, 
Templeton explained, 
comes from agricultural 
science and technology, 
coupled with increasingly 
efficient mechanization 
and business manage-
ment.

“Tennessee farmers are 
excellent mangers or they 
couldn’t survive,” 
Templeton affirmed.

Global trade is a major 
factor in Tennessee farm 
success.  

“Almost one-third of 
the state’s agricultural 
output goes into the inter-
national export market,” 
Templeton said. The state 
is working with Canada 
to expand trade opportu-
nities, and Ireland’s agri-
culture minister will be 
visiting Tennessee this 
week to explore avenues 
for increased exports to 
that country.

“The safest and most 
secure food system in the 
world is in this coun-
try.” But to remain as the 
global leader in food, 
fiber and forestry produc-
tion, government and the 
private sector must con-
tinue to invest in research 
and development, as well 
as in transportation infra-
structure such as “roads, 
rail and rivers.”

Templeton took occa-
sion in his Rotary address 
to praise Warren County 
High School’s vocational 
agriculture program, its 
high-flying Future 
Farmers of America and 
the top-producing 4-H 
members and leaders.

In this week’s “Focus” 
interview on public radio 
91.3 WCPI, the commis-
sioner enlarges on his 
Rotary comments and 
takes up other issues, 
including the controver-
sial dicamba herbicide. 
The half-hour conversa-
tion airs Wednesday at 
5:05 a.m. with repeats 
Thursday at 1 p.m.; and 
Friday at 1:05 a.m.

In the past 31/2 years I have served as 1 of 2 
County Commissioners in the 7th District. I 
serve on the Health & Welfare Committee as 
Secretary keeping very detailed minutes. I 
serve on the Financial Management Committee. 
I serve on the Policy & Personnel Committee as 
Chairman. I attend many Committee meetings 
that I am not a member to better understand 
the issues being discussed so I can make a more 
informed decision whenever these items are 
voted on at the Monthly County Commission 
Meetings. I feel I am much more prepared to 

serve as a County Commissioner now.

Thank You for allowing me to serve these past years.
I need your vote in the May 1st Democratic Primary.

Early Voting begins April 11.
Re-Elect Tommy Savage 7th District Commissioner.
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by BILL ZECHMAN
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(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Tennessee Agriculture Commissioner Jai Tem-
pleton addresses Rotary Club members in McMin-
nville.

Warren County keeps its crown
Nursery Capital title still holds true

GLENN

Lisa Hobbs photo
Two motorists escaped injury Monday after failing in attempts to back out of Warren County Ani-

mal Control and Adoption Center’s parking lot. The two mishaps occurred within a three-hour span. 
Pictured is the first accident at approximately 10:30 a.m. 

It was motor vehicle 
déjà vu Monday when 
two drivers backed off an 
embankment at Warren 
County Animal Control 
and Adoption Center 
within hours of one 
another. 

“I couldn’t believe it 

happened twice in one 
day,” said Kim Pettrey, 
director of Animal 
Control. “I wish they’d 
finish this circle drive so 
this would stop happen-
ing.”

The first motorist, who 
prefers to remain uniden-
tified, backed off the 
embankment at approxi-
mately 10:30 a.m.

“I thought I had backed 

up enough to turn,” she 
said. “Obviously, I did 
not. The county really 
needs to fix this. I can tell 
you from firsthand expe-
rience how easy it is to 
misjudge it and back 
right off the hill. I haven’t 
had this car very long. I 
hope it didn’t do any 
damage. What they need 
to do is finish that circle 
drive before this happens 

again.”
Her words were a pre-

monition because at 1 
p.m. a second motorist 
backed off the embank-
ment in almost the same 
spot.   

The county is in the 
process installing a circle 
drive to prevent problems 
with motorists backing 
up. However, the drive is 
yet to be completed. 

by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Recent mishaps reinforce need 
for Animal Control circle drive

Companies take aim at NRA
NEW YORK (AP) — 

Another company, FedEx, 
has become embroiled in an 
intensifying discussion 
about guns in the United 
States after the school mas-
sacre in Parkland, Fla.

While more than a dozen 
major U.S. companies have 
ended business partnerships 
with the National Rifle 
Association, FedEx says it’s 
sticking with the group and 
has not asked to be removed 
from the NRA website 
where members are offered 
corporate discounts.

The Memphis, Tenn., 
delivery company said it dif-
fers with the NRA and 

believes weapons like the 
AR-15 assault-style rifle that 
was used to kill 17 people in 
Florida shouldn’t be owned 
by civilians.

But it says that it’s a com-
mon carrier, and will not 
deny service based on politi-
cal views or policy positions.

The decision drew instant 
reaction across social media 
from both sides of the issue 
and potential backlash from 
some customers.

One company vowed to 
take its 100,000 annual ship-
ments elsewhere if FedEx 
does not end its partnership 
with the NRA.

“The NRA is supporting 

stuff that we don’t get 
behind,” said Jeni Britton 
Bauer, founder of Jeni’s 
Splendid Ice Creams. “UPS 
is out there.”

Georgia’s Republican Lt. 
Gov. Casey Cagle, president 
of the state Senate and a 
leading candidate to succeed 
Gov. Nathan Deal, threat-
ened Monday to derail a $50 
million sales tax exemption 
on jet fuel for Delta after it 
ended its NRA partnership.

Other companies that 
have severed relationships 
with the NRA include 
Metlife, Hertz, Avis, 
Enterprise, Best Western, 
and Wyndham.

Corker decides
against seeking
fall re-election

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Tennessee Republican 
Sen. Bob Corker has 
decided anew not to seek 
re-election this fall, his 
chief of staff said 
Tuesday, after spending 
recent weeks reconsider-
ing his initial decision to 
leave the chamber where 
he’s served since 2007.

Corker “has been 
encouraged by people 
across Tennessee and in 
the Senate to reconsider” 
his decision to retire, the 
senator ’s chief of staff, 
Todd Womack, said in a 
statement. After study-
ing Corker ’s prospects, 
“a clear path for re-elec-
tion was laid out,” 
Womack said.

But he added, “the sen-
ator believes he made the 
right decision in 
September and will be 
leaving the Senate” when 
his term expires in 
January 2019.

Corker said when he 
first ran for the Senate in 
2006 he believed in serv-
ing two terms “because 
he has always been 
drawn to the citizen leg-
islator model and 
believes public service 
should be missional,” 
Womack said.

Corker ’s retirement 
sidesteps what would 
have been a primary bat-
tle against conservative 
Rep. Marsha Blackburn 

for the GOP nomination 
that promised an uncer-
tain outcome. Corker is 
chair of the Senate 
Foreign Relations 
Committee.

Tennessee leans heavi-
ly Republican but the 
state has a tradition of 
electing centrist senators 
like Corker. Former Gov. 
Phil Bredesen is expected 
to be the Democratic 
nominee, and some 
Republicans have wor-
ried Bredesen would 
have a better chance if 
Blackburn is the GOP 
candidate.

Corker said last year 
that under Trump, “the 
White House has become 
an adult day care center” 
and warned the presi-
dent could put the U.S. 
“on the path to World 
War III.” In what’s 
seemed an easing of ten-
sions, the two men have 
had conversations in 
recent weeks.

By the time Corker 
began rethinking his 
decision to leave the 
chamber, Blackburn and 
former GOP Rep. Stephen 
Fincher had had already 
filed to run in the GOP’s 
August primary for the 
seat. Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., would not say 
whether he’d encouraged 
Corker to try staying in 
the chamber. 
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