
Ensuring all students 
have access to high-quality 
learning opportunities in 
STEM subjects has Warren 
County Schools leading the 
way to a regional recogni-
tion.

The school district was 
entered into a Tri-State Best 
K-12 Practices Contest 
offered by LEAN Frog and 
the Tennessee Organization 
of School Superintendents. 
The competition is open to 
all schools in Alabama, 
Louisiana and Tennessee. Of 
those, two schools are cho-
sen from each state. 

Warren County Schools 
was selected as a co-finalist, 
and Director of Schools 
Bobby Cox was presented a 
$1,000 check from contest 
organizers. Oak Ridge 
Schools was the other co-fi-
nalist for Tennessee.

“We at Warren County 
Schools are very excited to 
be recognized as a Best 
Practice Finalist,” Cox said.

Gaining accolades was the 
school’s STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and 
math) program, a high-qual-
ity career and technical edu-
cation program centered 
around Mechatronics. The 
program has helped stu-
dents develop critical think-
ing skills, improve prob-
lem-solving skills, and begin 
a career path in engineering 
and industrial manufactur-
ing.

“Through collaboration, 
intentional planning, and 
smart funding, Warren 
County has developed a sus-
tainable best practice and 
outstanding STEM pro-
gram,” said Dr. Sherri 
Headrick, LEAN Frog direc-
tor of marketing and person-
nel. “As one of our judges 
commented, ‘The mobile 
STEM lab going to middle 
schools is truly exciting!’ I 

couldn’t agree more. This is 
an excellent best practice 
that provides exposure, 
training and advancement 
for all grade levels.”

In 2010, Warren County 
Schools partnered with local 
business and industry to 
develop its comprehensive 
STEM program. Working 
with the Tennessee 
Department of Education, 
the school system created a 
rigorous and relevant 
Mechatronics Pathway cur-
riculum. 

Mechatronics is a blend of 
electronics, mechanics, and 
computer/processor control 
technologies that are critical 
in manufactured products 
and the manufacturing pro-
cess in automotive, banking, 
aerospace, construction, and 
other industries. 

Using the STEM program, 
students can receive dual 
credit at Motlow State 
Community College and get 
a jump start on a college 
degree if desired. 

Cox says students are the 
winners in the partnership. 

“We have worked very 
hard to build and maintain 
an outstanding working 
relationship with our busi-
ness and industry, as well 
as our post-secondary part-
ners,” said Cox. “It is 
through these partnerships 
we have been able to devel-
op and enhance our STEM 
Education Program and we 
hope to continue to expose 
our students to new and 
exciting technology in the 
future.”

As a finalist, Warren 
County Schools will com-
pete for a $4,000 grand 
prize against the other five 
schools. 

Cox accepted the $1,000 
check at the 2018 Tennessee 
Organization of School 
Superintendents Legisla-
tive and Learning 
Conference and presented 
it to members of the Warren 
County Board of Education. 

ATLANTA (AP) — A social 
studies teacher barricaded 
himself inside a classroom at 
a Georgia high school 
Wednesday and fired a 
handgun, sending students 
running outside or hunker-
ing down in darkened gym 
locker rooms, 
authorities said.

No Dalton High 
School students 
were in the class-
room when the 
teacher fired the 
weapon.

It wasn’t imme-
diately clear why 
the teacher, 
53-year-old Jesse 
Randal Davidson, 
had the gun. 
Under question-
ing by detectives, he refused 
to discuss what led to the 
shooting.

The teacher was taken 
into custody without inci-
dent after a 30- to 45-minute 
standoff with officers, police 
spokesman Bruce Frazier 
said. A teacher since 2004, 
Davidson also serves as the 
play-by-play announcer for 
the high school’s football 
team.

Police noted Davidson 
didn’t appear to want to 
hurt the students or faculty. 
He fired the gun at an exteri-
or window when the princi-
pal tried to enter the class-
room.

The shooting happened 
about 11:30 a.m. during 
Davidson’s planning period. 
At first, students tried to get 
into the classroom, but they 
couldn’t. The students told 
principal Steve Bartoo, who 
tried to enter.

That’s when Davidson 
fired and the school was 
placed on lockdown, author-
ities said.

Chondi Chastain told The 
Associated Press she was 
supposed to have 
Davidson’s class at 2:30 p.m.

“I dare you to tell me arm-
ing teachers will make us 
safe,” Chastain tweeted in a 
post that was retweeted 
15,000 times within hours.

She said Davidson himself 
had commented that arming 

teachers was a bad idea.
Twice in recent years, 

Dalton police say they 
encountered Davidson 
exhibiting odd behavior 
and wrote in one report that 
he “may be delusional.”

Davidson had walked 
into the police 
department and 
told a rambling 
story about 
thinking a mur-
der had occurred, 
police wrote in a 
2016 report. But 
police said they 
investigated and 
were not able to 
verify any of the 
information. 

Police said that 
after the inter-

view, Davidson was taken 
to a hospital “based on him 
thinking about hurting 
himself.”

Police said in another 
report last year officers 
found Davidson during a 
school day sitting on the 
curb of a street, conscious 
but unresponsive and being 
held up by two school staff 
members. He was again 
taken to a hospital.
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NASHVILLE (AP) — 
Republican lawmakers 
have advanced a propos-
al to expand the number 
of Tennessee teachers 
who can carry guns in 
schools, drawing a divide 
with Democrats just 
hours after lawmakers 
found bipartisan com-
mon ground on possibly 
using off-duty officers to 
fill school security gaps.

The legislation, which 
passed a House subcom-
mittee Wednesday, would 
let all school districts 
decide whether to allow 
teachers to undergo 
training by certified pri-
vate instructors to carry 
guns in schools, with one 
armed teacher allowed 
per 75 students. 

But several Republican 
proponents said having 
more teachers with guns 
isn’t their top preference. 
Many wondered why 
there isn’t more money 
for school resource offi-
cers, including bill spon-
sor Rep. David Byrd, a 
Waynesboro Republican.

Tennessee Sheriffs’ 
Association executive 
director Terry Ashe said 
there are 910 school 
resource officers state-
wide, representing only 
40 percent coverage, with 
most uncovered schools 
being elementary schools. 
It would cost roughly $40 
million to put a school 
resource officer in every 
school, Republican Rep. 
Mike Carter of Ooltewah 
estimated.

“I don’t particularly 
think it’s a good idea ask-
ing our teachers to carry 
guns in the schools,” said 
Rep. Andrew Farmer, a 
Sevierville Republican. 
“But if it’s going to pro-
tect the kids, if we can 
save one life, one child’s 
life, having a teacher car-
rying just for now until 
we can get this funded, 
then I’m all for it.”

Mike Herman, director 
of the state’s Office of 
Healthy, Safe and 
Supportive Schools, said 

there are 17 districts across 
the state with no school 
resource officers, most in 
city systems primarily 
with elementary 
schools.

R e p u b l i c a n 
Gov.  Bil l 
Haslam’s admin-
istration, which 
is undergoing a 
statewide school 
safety review, 
joined with 
D e m o c r a t s , 
Moms Demand 
Action for Gun 
Sense in 
America, a 
teacher and others in 
opposing the bill.

“Do not turn us into a 
security force,” Larry 
Proffitt, a teacher in 
Dickson County, told law-

makers.
Earlier Wednesday, 

Republican Rep. Micah 
Van Huss of Jonesborough 

and Democratic 
Rep. Antonio 
Parkinson of 
M e m p h i s 
announced a bill 
that would let 
school districts 
hire off-duty law 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
officers to bol-
ster existing 
school security.

Under it, par-
ticipating dis-
tricts would get 

a list of interested officers. 
Officers would have to 
carry a loaded handgun. 
Districts would choose 
whether officers would 
wear uniforms and wheth-

er they would carry rifles. 
Up to two officers would 
be offered per school.

Using civil asset forfei-
ture money, the state 
would offer a small pay-
ment to officers — $50 per 
school day and $50 for 
afterschool events — with 
another $4 covering 
administrative costs. Any 
additional money would 
come from state reserves.

“I’ve heard of many 
folks, at least in my area, 
that want to volunteer to 
do this,” Van Huss said. 
“So I hope the answer 
would be, yes, we don’t 
need money to attract 
folks to keep our kids 
safe.”
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State lawmakers divided 
over arming teachers

Schools win $1,000 as co-finalist for Tri-State award
by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Teacher fires
handgun in 
classroom

Lisa Hobbs photo
Warren County Schools is a co-finalist in the Tri-State Best K-12 Practices contest. The recognition, with 

the Mechatronics program at the center of it, netted a $1,000 prize. Pictured are Director of Schools Bob-
by Cox, left, making the presentation to Warren County School Board chair James Bennett.
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