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Dine -In & Carry-Out Available
305 Mullican St. • McMinnville

473-5555 or 473-7866
WE ARE OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 6:00 am - 10:00 pm

Gondola
The Home Of Fine Food

In McMinnville!
Pizzas, Steaks, Chicken, Seafood,  
Italian Dishes, Sandwiches & more

Pizza & Steakhouse
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Pressure Washing • House Washing
Driveway Washing • Roof Washing

931-808-2792
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Every spring here at 
the Extension Office we 
receive questions such as 
“Help, there are lady 
bugs everywhere,” or 
“The sunny side of my 
house is covered in 
bugs.” 

These questions are an 
accurate indicator spring 
has arrived. With the 
arrival of spring, cold 
snaps and all, we experi-
ence an influx of lady 
beetles and boxelder 
bugs.

These insects spend the 
winter in whatever shel-
ter they can find, land-
scaping, cavities in trees, 
even sneaking into our 
homes in the fall. As the 
weather warms and they 
leave their wintering 
habitat, the arrival of a 
cold snap will leave them 
searching for warmth, 
and our homes provide 
the perfect spot.

The lady beetle is actu-
ally a beneficial insect. It 
will eat aphids that 
attack numerous plants 
around the home. 

Boxelder bugs are more 
of a nuisance bug. They 
will feed on flowers, par-
ticularly the silver maple 
flowers and seeds. 
Because many of the box-
elder bugs are found in 
mulch, it is recommend-
ed to leave a space 
between base of the 
house and the edge of the 
mulch.

The best approach for 
excluding them from 
around the home is pre-
vention. Inspect the out-
side of your home and 
seal or caulk any opening 
1/8 of an inch or larger. 
If this is not possible, the 
ready-to-use insecticide 
formulations located at 
any of the local farm sup-
pliers or big box stores 
may be applied to where 
they are entering the 
home. 

Warm, soapy water is 
another  method. 
However, you must make 
contact with the insect 
for it to do any good. If 
the insects are inside the 
home, simply vacuum 
them up and discard the 
vacuum bag. 

Take care not to crush 
or swat the insects as 
some will release phero-
mones (an attractive 
scent) and will attract 
others. 

Using insecticides 
inside the home is not 
recommended, as you 
would have to vacuum 
the insects anyway. If 
you choose to use an 
insecticide, please take 
the time to read the label 
completely and follow all 
directions. 

Sweet aS Honey

Another frequent call 
here at the Extension 
Office when the weather 
warms is regarding 
swarming  bees . 
Swarming is a natural 
process where the queen 
takes about half of their 
family and finds another 
place to live. 

The swarm you see is 
simply waiting for their 
scouts or “worker bees” 
to find another location 
for the hive. 

This is no sign for 
alarm. If left alone, the 
swarm usually poses no 
threat.

If you see a swarm this 
spring or early summer, 
please visit the Highland 
Rim Beekeepers 
Association website at 
h t t p s : / / s i t e s . g o o g l e .
com/site/highlandrim-
beekeepers/ and you 
will see a list of members 
in your area who are 
more than capable of col-
lecting the swarm. You 
can also call the Extension 
Office and we will be 
happy to get you in con-
tact with one of the bee-
keepers.

Heath Nokes, UT-TSU 
Extension Warren County, 
can be reached at 473-8484, 
hnokes@utk.edu.

Lack of use has prompt-
ed a proposed expansion 
of the downtown PILOT 
program.

“Our request is to 
expand the area served by 
the PILOT program to 
include all the property 
within the same geograph-
ical area of the city limits 
of McMinnville,” said pro-
gram representative Mike 
Weatherspoon. “We were 
first chartered in 2007. To 
date, we’ve had three 
completed PILOT projects, 
not a really good record.”

PILOT stands for pay-
ment in lieu of taxes. The 
program provides an 
incentive to owners and 
developers to rehab an 
existing building or start 
new construction. 
Qualified applicants will 
have both city and county 
property taxes frozen at 
pre-development rates for 
up to 15 years for building 
renovations and up to 10 
years for new construction 
projects.

For example, a vacant 
lot in the city could have a 
property tax value of 
$100,000. A developer 
could construct a $5 mil-
lion hotel on that property, 
thus increasing its value. 
But if the property was 
accepted into the PILOT 
program, the value of the 
property would be frozen 
at $100,000, a tremendous 
tax savings.

At this time, the pro-
gram is only available to 
properties in and around 
the downtown historic 
district. Weatherspoon 
says board members want 
to expand the boundaries 
with hopes of expanding 
its use. 

“We think the small area 
currently served has sig-
nificantly restricted our 
ability to implement the 
program for its intended 
purpose to encourage 
commercial development 
and residential housing 
opportunit ies  in 
McMinnville and that’s 
our reason for asking,” he 
said.

Weatherspoon said the 
program is worthwhile for 
those who take the time to 
use it. 

“We all know 
McMinnville needs to 
develop buildings to 
thrive,” he said. “This pro-
gram provides the incen-
tive for people to do that. 
After the application is 
approved and at closing, 
the property title transfers 
to the MDRFC from the 
owner of the property. The 
reason for that is state law. 
It’s not anything we 
would prefer, because we 
think it deters some peo-
ple from being in the pro-
gram but that’s the way it 
is.”

The PILOT agreement 
on the property continues 
for the approved number 
of years. At the end of the 
tax freeze, the title is auto-
matically transferred back 
to the property owner and 
the full property taxes are 
reinstated.

Property owners can 
opt out of the program at 
any time, but the tax bene-
fit ends when that hap-
pens.

“At any time, the appli-
cant can terminate the 
PILOT tax freeze agree-
ment and we give the title 
back to them,” said 
Weatherspoon. “However, 
if that happens, full prop-
erty taxes are reinstated at 
that time. If they decide 
halfway through they 
want the title back because 
they are going to sell the 
property, then we give 
back the title and the tax 
freeze stops. By our char-
ter, we never hold the title 
once it has been request-
ed.”

The presentation was 
made before members of 
the city Finance 
Committee, although a 
vote was not requested at 
that time. Approval from 
Warren County govern-
ment will also be required 
before the program can 
expand.

Spring season 
brings bugs

ag newS
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Reese is in need of a good home. She has been declawed and spayed. 

Because she is declawed, she needs to be kept indoors. Her adoption fee is 
$10. Warren County Animal Control and Adoption Center is located at 169 
Paws Trail. Serious inquires only may call 507-3647.

Pet of the weekPILOT 
program 
could
expand
by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

CHattanooga (aP) — 
A former Tennessee school 
bus driver was found 
guilty Thursday of six 
counts of criminally negli-
gent homicide in a wreck 
that killed six children.

A Hamilton County 
Criminal Court jury con-
victed Johnthony Walker 
of lesser charges in the 
Nov. 21, 2016, crash in 
Chattanooga. He had been 
charged with vehicular 
homicide.

He also was convicted of 
11 counts of reckless aggra-
vated assault and seven 
counts of assault, the 
Chattanooga Time Free Press 
reported. He also was 
found guilty of reckless 
endangerment, reckless 
driving and using his 
phone.

Sentencing is scheduled 
for April 24.

Walker was driving 37 

children from 
Woodmere Ele-
mentary School 
when the wreck 
occurred on a 
winding Chat-
tanooga road.

P r o s e c u t o r 
Crystle Carrion 
said Tuesday in 
court that Walker 
was driving 50 
mph on the nar-
row road when 
the bus ran off the pave-
ment, hit a pole and 
flipped into a tree.

She said Walker was 
driving too fast to navigate 
a tight curve safely and 
drifted into the oncoming 
lane, then overcorrected, 
leading to the crash.

Walker took the stand 
Wednesday and said he 
wasn’t on his cellphone 
when the bus crashed. He 
also said he was traveling 

35 mph when he 
approached a 
curve, and 
another vehicle 
dipped into his 
lane.

Chattanooga 
police officer 
Joe Warren tes-
tified Tuesday 
that no evidence 
suggested the 
second vehicle 
was in Walker’s 

lane.
Defense attorney 

Amanda Dunn said police 
made assumptions and 
came to their conclusions 
before getting all the facts 
in the case. 

Former school bus driver found 
guilty for deaths of six children
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