
Big Smo and his “We the 
People” tour will take the 
Park Theater stage this 
Friday, March 9, at 7 p.m. 

“We are attempting to 
offer a variety of perfor-
mances at the theater and 
reach out to all segments 
of the community,” said 
Park Theater manager 
Kevin Roberts. “We want 
to bring all genres and 
styles of music to the the-
ater to offer something for 
everyone and give them an 
opportunity to experience 
a musical or theatrical per-
formance at our historic 
and beautiful theater.”

A Tennessee native, Big 
Smo developed a sound 
and genre all his own. Big 
Smo is no stranger to the 

Billboard charts. He cele-
brated 10 consecutive 
weeks in the Top 10 of the 
County & Rap charts with 
his debut album “Kuntry 
Livin’” debuting at No. 3. 

“He has blazed a trail of 
his own and isn’t afraid to 
sing about his passions,” 
said Roberts. “He has a 
large following here in 
Middle Tennessee and 
those fans will be treated 
to the Big Smo ‘We The 
People’ Tour in an up-close 
and personal way.”

Big Smo was named a 
Rolling Stone “Artist You 
Should Know,” has 50 mil-
lion streams and has sold 
over 450,000 tracks.

Seating is reserved. 
Tickets are $20, $25, and 
$30, and can be pur-
chased online at Ticket 
Biscuit or by calling 506-
2787.

WAYS TO PREVENT 
GRASS TETANY

Spring is barreling 
down upon us. 

Just as we admire the 
beauty of the newly 
bloomed buttercup, cows 
will eagerly look forward 
to lush, rapidly growing 
pastures. 

However, these grasses 
will be full of moisture 
and potentially diluted 
of minerals. This can lead 
to a condition known as 
grass tetany. Dr. Lew 
Strickland, UT Extension 
veterinarian has the fol-
lowing suggestions.

Grass tetany is a highly 
fatal disease associated 
with low levels of mag-
nesium in the blood. 
Grass tetany can affect 
all classes of cattle but 
older cows with calves 
on their side during late 
winter and early spring 
are most at risk. 

Cattle store magne-
sium in their bones and 
muscles, but cannot read-
ily access and utilize 
these stores when need-
ed. 

The animal constantly 
loses magnesium in 
urine, feces and milk, so 
when grazing lush green 
magnesium deficient 
grass cattle need magne-
sium supplements to 
meet daily requirements. 

A cow in peak lactation 
– six to eight weeks fol-
lowing calving – needs a 
constant source of mag-
nesium to replace the 
large amount lost from 
the body in milk. Some 
causes of grass tetany are 
the lower magnesium 
levels in cool-season 
grasses and legumes, 
higher moisture content 
in grass, low intake of 
phosphorus, among 

other things.
Animals suffering from 

grass tetany are often 
found dead. There may 
be signs of struggle on 
the ground beside the 
animal indicating they 
were leg paddling before 
death. 

Early signs include 
some excitability with 
muscle twitching, an 
exaggerated awareness 
and a stiff gait. Animals 
may appear aggressive 
and may progress 
through galloping, bel-
lowing and then stagger-
ing. 

In less severe cases, the 
only signs may be a 
change in the character 
of the animal and diffi-
culty in handling.

Blood magnesium lev-
els must be restored. 
Veterinary administra-
tion of an intravenous 
calcium and magnesium 
solution produces best 
results. 

However, in acute 
cases where time is criti-
cal, producers can 
administer an Epsom salt 
solution via an enema 
while waiting on the vet-
erinarian.

Producers should also 
provide oral sources of 
magnesium to affected 
herds to prevent relaps-
es. 

These include a high 
magnesium content min-
eral, fed free choice 
during any period of 
potential grass tetany. 

The goal of a well-man-
aged prevention program 
should aim to eliminate 
factors, which reduce 
magnesium absorption 
and provide a magne-
s i u m  s u p p l e -
ment. Provide good-qual-
ity hay or silage to 
increase energy and 
roughage intake. 

Pellets or grain can be 
added but must be intro-
duced carefully. Provide 
salt if a source is not 
available.

Prevention is the best 
policy where possible. It 
is a good idea to move 
lactating cows, especially 

older animals, to high 
legume and high dry 
matter pastures and pro-
vide good quality mag-
nesium supplements 
through a high magne-
sium mineral. 

Long-term manage-

ment includes correcting 
soil acidity with lime, 
plant clovers and apply a 
phosphate fertilizer. 
Limit potash and nitro-
gen application until soil 
acidity is corrected and 
clovers are established. 

Keep good records to 
identify repeat offenders. 

Some cattle are more 
susceptible than others, 
so identification and 
supplementation of mag-
nesium may head off 
problems before they 

happen.
For more information 

regarding agriculture pro-
gramming offered through 
UT-TSU Extension, con-
tact Heath D. Nokes, exten-
sion agent at (931) 473-
8484 or hnokes@utk.edu.
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Spring brings threat of grass tetany for cattle

Big Smo kickin' it at Park Theater this Friday

Country rapper Big Smo will be performing Friday night at Park Theater.

by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

A traffic stop with 
three convicted felons in 
the vehicle has resulted 
in nine charges against 
the driver.

Deanna Sue Baker, 31, 
faces a long list of crimi-
nal counts that include 
driving on a suspended 
license, possession of 
meth, and possession of 
a firearm by a convicted 
felon. Baker is scheduled 
for her next court appear-
ance March 14.

According to the war-
rant for her arrest, Baker 
was driving a Lincoln 
Navigator on the bypass 
when she was pulled 
over for violation of the 
window tint law. 

A check of her license 

revealed it was 
revoked under 
the habitual 
traffic offender 
statue. It was 
initially revoked 
for a DUI in 
Franklin County 
in 2009. Baker 
reportedly has 
four prior con-
victions for 
driving on a 
revoked license.

Upon taking Baker into 
custody, she admitted 
having a marijuana roach 
in her purse. That admis-
sion led to a search of her 
vehicle. 

During that search, a 
crystal-like substance 
believed to be meth was 
found in a bag in Baker’s 
purse. 

The bag weighed 
approximately 27 grams.

Also located 
in the purse, the 
arrest warrant 
says, were sev-
eral baggies and 
a digital scale. 
Officers contin-
ued their search 
and discovered 
a green, leafy 
s u b s t a n c e 
believed to be 
marijuana locat-
ed in a back-

pack.
As the search contin-

ued, an unlocked porta-
ble safe was found on the 
floorboard of the third-
row seat. Inside the safe, 
a 40-caliber handgun 
was found. 

Baker and both her 
passengers have felony 
convictions thereby pre-
venting them from own-
ing the handgun. 

BAKER

by JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Possession of drugs,
40-caliber handgun
leads to nine charges

Intense stress, which 
can raise the heart rate to 
as much as 175 beats per 
minute, often results in 
the loss of fine motor 
skills.

“If you’ve ever seen 
one of those horror films 
where the prom queen is 
getting chased by a killer 
and can’t get the door to 
open, or can’t get the 
keys in the ignition, 
there’s truth to that,” 
said Cantrell.

To help offset this, 
Cantrell recommends 
regular exercise, which 
boosts the heart rate and 
gets people acclimated to 
functioning in situations 
of intense stress. Also 
key is mentally prepar-
ing your response and 
continuing to practice 
your response in your 
mind.

“The shooter has been 
mentally scripting it,” 
said Cantrell. “What they 
are not expecting is 
somebody to fight back.”

Cantrell showed a 
video that was recorded 
from a School Board 

meeting in Panama City, 
Fla. “These are real peo-
ple and real bullets,” said 
Cantrell.

In the video, a man 
confronts School Board 
members with a gun 
during a meeting because 
his wife had been fired 
from the school system. 
The School Board mem-
bers just sat in place 
helplessly. Even when a 
woman attacked the gun-
man from behind by hit-
ting him with her purse 
and distracted him for 14 
seconds, the School 
Board members didn’t 
budge.

Cantrell said the 
woman with the purse 
acted appropriately in 
attacking the gunman. 
The unexpected interrup-
tion disrupted his mental 
script, the video showed, 
and gave others time to 
rush him, but instead 
they stayed seated and 
did nothing.

The end result was the 
gunman fired several 
shots at close range at the 
School Board members, 
although he missed with 
every shot. 

“What they are not 
expecting is someone to 
fight back,” said Cantrell. 
“If they walk in an office, 
throw a stapler at them.”

In another video, a sur-
vivor from the Virginia 
Tech shooting described 
how she too had the 
wrong reaction. Everyone 
in her classroom hid 
under their desks when 
the shooter entered the 
room. This just gave the 
shooter ample time to 
walk around and shoot 
victims at his leisure 
without confrontation.

The victim said she 
was shot in the back and 
then tried to play dead 
when he returned to the 
room.

While Cantrell said the 
ideal order is fleeing 
first, then barricading, 
then confronting, he said 
some people might not 
have the luxury of work-
ing through that progres-
sion.

“You may have to go 
straight to fighting if it 
starts in your room,” said 
Cantrell, who said be 
prepared to do whatever 
it takes.

Active shooter
Continued from page 1A
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