
The Warren County 
Middle School soccer 
team may be under new 
management, but it was 
business as usual when 
the Pioneers took the 
pitch at Pistole Park to 
begin the season.

Warren County won 
two of its first three 
games, both in dominat-
ing fashion. The Pioneers 
downed Southside 11-2 
Saturday, then bounced 
back from a 3-2 loss to 
Avery Trace to defeat 
Coffee County 7-1 
Monday.

New coach Ario Zadeh 
made an immediate 
splash, opting for a dress 
shirt and tie in hopes of 
providing a professional 
vibe on the sidelines. The 
Pioneers followed suit.

In Saturday’s opening 
game at Pistole Park, 
Warren County looked 
like seasoned veterans 
while facing its oppo-

nents from Lebanon. The 
Pioneers pounded away 
at the goal, oftentimes 
letting Juan Garcia do his 
magic in the midfield 
and getting out of the 
way.

With the regular season approaching, the 
WCHS softball and baseball teams got in 
scrimmage work over the weekend. At left, 
Rhealee Johnson fires to first during a DeKalb 
County playday. 

Below, Justin Brantley rolls two while facing 
Grundy County at home. Both teams start 
their season Monday, March 12. 
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Putting in 
prep work

Base running came back 
to bite the WCMS Lady 
Pioneers Monday night.

Warren County almost 
pulled off a huge comeback 
against Coffee County, but 
some blunders on the base 
paths hindered the Lady 
Pioneers in a 7-4 loss to 
their Central Tennessee 
Conference rival.

Warren County (2-1) 
trailed 7-1 going into the 
bottom of the fourth after 
allowing five runs in the 
top of the frame – three 

coming on a bases-loaded 
triple by Kiya Ferrell. The 
Lady Pioneers had already 
stranded several runners in 
the first three innings, but 
the fourth stalled because 
of aggressive running.

With the bases loaded 
and one out, the Lady 
Pioneers put the ball in play 
with a slow grounder to 
second base. Warren 
County got a break when 
the Coffee County second 
baseman decided to go 
home, but her throw was 
well behind Shelby Roberts, 
who scored with ease. 

Lady Pioneers 
topped by 
Coffee County

WCMS soccer 
gets two wins

by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Extra-inning thriller

Jeffery Simmons photo
A downpour didn't seem to bother Chance Hunter. The Pioneer pitcher went six innings Monday against 

Coffee County before giving way to the bullpen in the late innings. Warren County was able to prevail 6-5 
in nine innings against its Central Tennessee Conference rival.

A steady downpour. A 
potential winning run 
erased on interference. A 
two-run deficit in extra 
innings. Being down to their 
last out.

The Warren County 
Middle School baseball team 
faced all kinds of obstacles 
Monday night at home 
against Coffee County. The 
Pioneers overcame them all.

Briley Moore’s RBI single 
in the bottom of the ninth 
lifted WCMS to a 6-5 victory 
over the Raiders, their third 
straight win to start the sea-

son. 
A victory, or even finish-

ing the game, seemed dubi-
ous for most of Monday. 
Hard rain greeted both 
teams on several occasions, 
but play always continued.

The Pioneers twice had to 
score to extend the game, 
first when the home team 
trailed 3-2 entering the sev-
enth and again after surren-
dering two runs in the top of 
the eighth. Both times, 
Warren County answered 
the call.

After a lead-off single, 
Logan Earls was able to 
come around to tie the game 
in the seventh on Chance 
Hunter’s double. The play 

also looked like a chance to 
end of the game, especially 
with  Curtlan George 
charging around third.

Coach Chad Young decid-
ed to hold up his runner, 
making contact with him in 
the process. George was 
called out for coach’s inter-
ference, a huge blow that 
helped the game reach extra 
innings.

Coffee County came back 
in the eighth with a two-out, 
two-run double by John 
McKelvey to regain a 5-3 
lead. Kylewas able to get a 
strikeout to end the eighth 
with runners on second and 
third.

Raleigh Gilliam gave his 

team life with a single to 
start the eighth. After a 
strikeout, Moore stroked a 
single into left field to get the 
tying run on base. Another 
strikeout pushed the 
Pioneers down to their last 
out, but panic didn’t seem to 
reach the batter’s box.

Eli Kuykendall got hit by 
a pitch to load the bases, 
then Earls drew a walk to 
score Gilliam. George 
worked his count to 3-2 and 
ultimately watched the pay-
off pitch miss the zone to tie 
the game. The eighth ended 
on a bases-loaded pop fly to 
centerfield.

Pioneers take down Coffee County

 Continued on 3B

by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Jeffery Simmons photo
Marli McBride fires to the infield after snaring 

the ball in centerfield. McBride had a hit and scored 
once in the Lady Pioneers' 7-4 loss to Coffee County.

Jeffery Simmons photo
Uriah King's speed 

has helped the WCMS 
soccer team get off to 
a hot  start. 
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