
Lumber, commodes 
and some fixtures were 
being removed Friday 
with complete demolition 
expected in the very near 
future.

The property is being 
cleared in hopes of find-
ing a new commercial 
tenant. A family-style 
restaurant has been men-
tioned as one possibility. 
At this point, I’m hoping 
for just about anything 
except another liquor 
store.

Longtime McMinnville 
residents will remember 
the building as the old 
Cowan Oldham Theater, 
which opened on Oct. 23, 
1973 and featured 256 
plush seats. 

In a 1973 edition of the 
Standard, an article talk-
ed about the optimism 
surrounding the Cowan 
Oldham Theater despite 
the growing popularity of 
TV.

Walmart Workers
Get cold cash

If you’re a Walmart 

employee, there’s great 
news. More than 890,000 
Walmart associates are 
receiving a share of more 
than $560 million in total 
cash bonuses, including a 
one-time cash bonus 
that’s tied to recent chang-
es in U.S. tax law.

According to informa-
tion provided by the com-
pany, about $15 million of 
those bonuses will go to 
Walmart associates in 
Tennessee. The bonuses 
were included in 
Thursday, March 8 pay-
checks.

In case you’re wonder-
ing, I asked the corporate 
spokesman how much of 
the $15 million was dis-
tributed to Walmart 
employees in McMinnville 

and was told the compa-
ny can’t release mar-
ket-specific numbers.

But I was told Walmart 
operates 155 retail loca-
tions and has 41,344 asso-
ciates in Tennessee. In 
addition, Walmart spent 
$5.5 billion with Tennessee 
suppliers in fiscal year 
2016, which went to sup-
port 49,453 more jobs.

On a worldwide basis, 
Walmart says it services 
more than 260 million 
customers each week in 
28 countries. It operates 
over 11,600 stores around 
the globe. Go Walmart!

Great start
to 2018

On the heels of an unbe-
lievable 2017 in terms of 
unemployment, Tennessee 
continues to party like a 
rock star when it comes to 
jobs in 2018.

The state reported 
Thursday the unemploy-
ment rate for January 
remained at 3.3 percent 

for the fifth straight 
month. Tennessee state-
wide unemployment has 
been below 4 percent 
since May 2017.

“To have this long 
stretch of low unemploy-
ment in Tennessee is a 
true testament to the eco-
nomic climate in the 
state,” Gov. Bill Haslam 
said. “Many employers 
continue to tap into the 
Tennessee’s talented 
workforce, and Tennessee 
will lead in job creation 
by continuing to focus on 
workforce development.” 

The national unem-
ployment rate also 
remained steady in 
January, mirroring the 
December 2017 rate of 4.1 
percent.

that’s all folks

If you haven’t done so 
already, don’t forget to 
spring your clocks ahead 
one hour. Email business 
tips to editor@southern-
standard.com.
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20 Point Service Includes:
3 Full Machine Inspection

3 Change Engine Oil Filter

3 Change Engine Oil

3 Top Off Hydraulic Oil (if equipped)

3 Clean Radiator (if equipped)

3 Top Off Coolant (if equipped)

3 Clean Air Filter(s)

3 Change Fuel Filter(s)

3 Mix Winter Fuel Stabilizer in Fuel Tank

3 Change Spark Plugs (if equipped)

3 Sharpen/ Balance Mower Blades

3 Level Mower Deck

3 Scrape Grass/ Debris From Under Deck

3 Grease All Fittings

3 Lube All Pivot Points

3 Adjust All Belts and Linkages

3 Adjust Tire Pressure

3 Test Charging System

3 Clean Battery Terminals

3 Test All Safety Switches
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632 N. Chancery St. McMinnville, TN 37110
931•474•2825                whybuckeye.com

Here’s a product 
that really has legs.
The contour memory 

foam leg pillow 
properly aligns your 
hips & spine to 
alleviate back pain 
& restore mobility.
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Visit your Buckeye today to see our 
complete line of memory foam pillows

Business Pulse
Continued from page 3C

Extensive renovation work has taken place at this building at 1111 Sparta 
Street. Martin Macias says the goal is to open Rafael’s Italian Restaurant 
there later this month.
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