
For those looking to remi-
nisce, it could be called the 
end of an era. More accurate-
ly, it could be called the end 
of a 21-month stay.

Poppies Boutique closed 
its doors in McMinnville on 
Saturday, ending a run that 
started in July 2016 when it 
opened at 213 E. Main Street 
next to the old Fraley’s 
building.

There’s a saying that goes, 
“When one door closes, 
another door opens” and 
that’s the case with Poppies. 
The boutique is opening a 
new location in downtown 
Cookeville this Thursday 
and faithful McMinnville 
customers are encouraged to 
shop there or shop online at 
poppiestn.com.

After some juggling, 
Poppies Boutique will have 
locations in Cookeville and 
Lebanon. The first Poppies 
store, which opened in 
Smithville, was closed after 
Christmas. McMinnville 
was the second Poppies 
location.

Poppies did accomplish 
something noteworthy 
during its almost two years 
in McMinnville and that was 
to bring new life to a Main 
Street building that had been 
vacant for the previous 15 
years. Looking around the 
store Friday morning, 
Poppies owners Sarah and 
Hunter Collins did a great 
job renovating the space and 
turning it into a charming 
retail location. 

The good news is the store 
appears move-in ready 
should another retail tenant 
want to jump at its availabil-
ity. It’s also located next to 
new construction, meaning a 
next-door neighbor is likely 
in the future.

McDonalD’s
GettinG facelift

When it comes to market-
ing, McDonald’s is one of 
the best companies on the 
planet. Few things sound 
more appealing than a meal 
dubbed a Happy Meal. I 

want one of those every time 
I eat.

Promising things are on 
the horizon for our 
McDonald’s, which has 
been undergoing a com-
plete and total interior reno-
vation. Store employees tell 
me there are still a couple 
more weeks to go before the 
renovation is complete, but 
when it’s done we’ll have a 
restaurant as beautiful as a 
Filet-O-Fish.

One technology upgrade 
will be the addition of 
self-ordering kiosks. 
Customers will be able to 
order, pay at the kiosk, take a 
number, then have their 
food delivered to their table.

Also new will be mobile 
ordering that, like every-
thing else, can be done from 
an app on your phone. Once 
placing the order, customers 
will be able to pick it up at 
the drive thru, by parking 
and having it delivered to 
their car window, or by com-
ing inside the restaurant.

I've always thought 
McDonald's has done a 
remarkable job of preparing 
fast food. I think the restau-
rant chain is working toward 
the concept of immediate 
food. If it gets much faster, 
the cashier will be shoving a 
burger in your mouth at the 
register.

As for what to expect as 
renovations continue, the 

McDonald’s drive-thru will 
remain open while the din-
ing room is closed. However, 
there may be a couple excep-
tions when the drive-thru 
has to close at night to facili-
tate renovation work and 
that may mean we’re with-
out McDonald’s food for a 
few hours. Nooooo!

Rafael’s eyes
MaRch openinG

Speaking of renovation 
work, the property at 1111 
Sparta Street is looking 
much improved as owner 
Martin Macias prepares to 
open Rafael’s Italian 
Restaurant at that spot.

I talked to Martin on 
Friday afternoon and he 
told me he thinks he’s 
about two or three weeks 
away and really wants to 
get the restaurant open in 
March. He says anyone 
familiar with the old 
Rafael’s menu, featuring 
the buy-one, get-one-free 
pizza deal, won’t have an 
adjustment period.

“It’s staying the same, just 
at a new place,” said Martin.

Looking around the new 

location, I was impressed 
with how everything looks 
bright and clean. Martin 
says the biggest difference 
will be dining room size as 
he’ll only be able to seat 
about 20 customers. But he 
will continue to have a 
handy drive-thru window 
so he expects that business 
to remain strong.

Martin says he also 
plans to keep the giant 
awning out front. He says 
with warmer weather 

approaching, it will be a 
chance for people to eat 
outdoors.

the enD
is neaR

A demolition crew has 
been busy on The Strip in 
recent days dismantling 
pieces that can be salvaged 
from the shopping center 
known as The Gallery.
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Poppies Boutique says farewell to McMinnville

McDonald’s customers will be able to place 
their orders using kiosks, like the one pictured 
above, when a complete interior renovation of 
the local restaurant is finished.
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Much of the interior of the old cowan Oldham 
Theater has already been gutted.

This shopping center on The Strip is in the process of being gutted and is 
expected to be leveled in the coming days. Longtime local residents know 
the building as the old cowan Oldham Theater.

faceBook to aiR
pRo BaseBall

neW yoRk (ap) — 
Facebook is getting deeper 
into the professional sports 
streaming game, partnering 
with Major League Baseball 
to air 25 weekday afternoon 
games in an exclusive deal.

The games will be avail-
able to Facebook users in the 
U.S. on Facebook Watch, the 
company’s video feature 
announced last August, via 
the MLB Live show page. 

The package, MLB’s first 
digital-only national broad-
cast agreement, precludes 
teams from televising those 
games on their regional 
sports networks.

JoBs RepoRt
helps Wall stReet

neW yoRk (ap) — Wall 
Street got exactly what it 
wanted from Friday’s jobs 
report: solid hiring, moder-
ate wage growth and contin-
ued low unemployment. 
Investors sent stocks sharply 
higher.

U.S. employers added 
313,000 jobs in February, 
more than forecast, and 
wages didn’t rise as much as 
investors had feared. The 
Labor Department also said 
January’s spike in wages 
was a bit smaller than it orig-
inally thought. It made for a 
happy ninth anniversary for 
the current bull market.

The S&P 500 index 
climbed 47.60 points, or 1.7 
percent, to 2,786.57. The 
Dow Jones industrial aver-
age rose 440.53 points, or 1.8 
percent, to 25,335.74. 

tRuMp iMposes
neW taRiffs

WashinGton (ap) — 
U.S. allies seeking to avoid 
the steel and aluminum tar-
iffs approved by President 
Donald Trump might be 
asked to step up their finan-
cial commitments to NATO.

Treasury Secretary Steve 
Mnuchin told CNBC in a 
Friday interview the presi-
dent will consider national 
security, noting Trump 
wants to be sure NATO gets 
more funding from 
European allies who Trump 
has previously criticized for 
not contributing enough.

Trump placed a 25 percent 
tax on steel imports and 10 
percent tax on imported alu-
minum. Only Canada and 
Mexico were excluded.

Sarah and hunter collins are closing the Poppies Boutique on Main Street 
in McMinnville and relocating it to downtown cookeville. Saturday, March 
10 was the last day. The plan is to have the new store in cookeville open 
this Thursday.
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