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The race to determine who will 
be the next Warren County Sheriff 
is at the center of attention when it 
comes to local politics.

In an effort to help voters make 
an informed decision, the 
Southern Standard is con-
ducting a political forum 
next Monday, March 26, 
and all seven candi-
dates for sheriff are 
invited to attend. 
Candidates will be 
given four minutes to 
speak and will be asked 
to give one specific 
improvement they would like 
to enact, if elected to the office.

Herb Rowland and Rodney 
Whiles are squaring off in the 
Democratic Primary for sheriff 
May 1, while independent candi-
dates Billy Joe Crouch, Bobby 

Edwards, Marc Martin, John 
Morgan and Tommy Myers auto-
matically advance to the General 
Election in August.

All seven candidates are invited 
to participate in the Standard/

WCPI forum which begins 
at 6 p.m. at Warren 

County Administrative 
Offices on Locust 
Street.

Also invited to 
attend are the two 
Democratic candidates 

squaring off for register 
of deeds. Terry Smith and 

Wes Williams will be on the 
ballot May 1 and only one will 
advance to the General Election. 
They will be given four minutes to 
speak.

The three Democrats vying for 
circuit court clerk are also asked to 

participate. They are Melanie 
Milstead, Casi Powell Cantrell and 
Duane Sherrill. Only one will 
advance to the General Election. 
They will also get four minutes.

The Standard is only inviting 
candidates for register of deeds 
and circuit court clerk who are in 
contested primaries because elec-
tion administrator Donna Smith 
says voters are often confused 
when they go to the polls and don’t 
see independent candidates who 
automatically advance to the 
General Election.

The newspaper is hoping to alle-
viate confusion about who will 
appear on the ballot in May. 

All the candidates for sheriff 
have been invited in order to give 
them more time ahead of what will 
be a hectic political season this 
summer.

Candidates invited to political forum

An apparent drunken 
argument that left one 
man shot to death has 
resulted in a criminal 
homicide charge against 
the victim’s roommate.

Greggory Allen Koller, 

61, was arrested Thursday 
night and booked into 
Warren County Jail on 
one count of criminal 
homicide and one count 
of tampering with evi-
dence. His bond has been 
set at $1.02 million.

The charges come after 
Koller called 911 on 
Tuesday night around 

6:45 p.m. and said he had 
shot and killed his room-
mate, Steven Pohl, 57, 
after a drunken argu-
ment. The incident took 
place atop Harrison Ferry 
Mountain in a remote 
location of the county on 
a dead-end street.

Both men were said to 
be armed at the time and 
Koller claimed Pohl had 
pulled a gun on him and 
that his actions were in 
self-defense. However, 
law enforcement officials 

on the scene 
questioned that 
version of 
events and 
began to look 
further.

“As the inves-
tigation contin-
ued, the evi-
dence didn’t 
support that 
claim,” said 
District Attor-
ney General Lisa 
Zavogiannis.

Specifically, in the war-

rant for Koller’s 
arrest for tam-
pering with evi-
dence it states, 
“Greggory Allen 
Koller did 
unlawfully tam-
per with or fab-
ricate evidence 
with intent to 
affect the course 
or outcome of 
the investigation 

by placing a gun next to 
the body of Steven John 
Pohl inside a residence 

located at 440 Lewis 
Road.”

In the criminal homi-
cide warrant it states, 
“Greggory Allen Koller 
did unlawfully kill Steven 
John Pohl by shooting 
him in the chest inside a 
residence located at 440 
Lewis Road.”

The deceased victim 
reportedly had a hand-
gun next to him. He was 
shot with a rifle, accord-
ing to the Warren County 
Sheriff’s Department.

Alleged killer accused 
of staging crime scene
by JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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Dustin Brisher with the Van Buren county Sheriff’s Department was one of several officers from 

surrounding counties to assist in the sobriety checkpoints conducted in Warren county on Friday 
night. he is pictured talking to a motorist at the checkpoint in newtown.

Roadblocks net two DUI arrests
There were over 1,100 motorists checked and two DUI 

arrests made during two sobriety checkpoints Friday night 
in Warren County.

The first checkpoint on Sparta Highway near 
the hospital resulted in both DUI arrests as 819 
vehicles passed through the checkpoint from 7 to 
8:30 p.m.

The second checkpoint in Newtown resulted 
in one arrest on an outstanding warrant and sev-
eral infractions, but no DUI arrests. There were 
331 vehicles to pass through the checkpoint from 
9:30 to 11 p.m.

“The reason we’re doing this is to save lives,” 
said Sheriff’s Department chief deputy Tommy 
Myers, one of many lawmen on the scene in 
Newtown.

Highway Patrol Lt. Billy Prater promised more 
checkpoints in the future.

The sobriety checkpoints are being conducted because 
Warren County had 18 traffic fatalities in 2017. Fred 
Sherrill, a representative with the Tennessee Highway 
Safety Office, says that’s a high number for a rural commu-

nity.
“We’re trying to get the fatality rate down and we’re 

already minus three from where we were at this point last 
year,” said Sherrill. “We’re hoping to squash this before 
warmer weather arrives, which means more people will be 
out on motorcycles. A lot of the crashes are because people 
are impaired, they’re not buckling up, or they’re not pay-

ing attention.”
Sherrill provides assistance to a large Upper 

Cumberland region that includes 58 police 
departments and 28 sheriff’s departments. He 
brought a mobile trailer to both sobriety check-
points Friday. It served as a mini police station, 
complete with breathalyzer equipment, a hold-
ing area for suspects, and even a supply of child 
safety seats.

Sherrill said the child seats are given to motor-
ists who go through the checkpoints with a child 
in their vehicle who is unrestrained.

“We’d much rather have the child leave in a 
proper safety seat than anything else,” said 

Sherrill.
The checkpoints are financed through a grant from the 

Tennessee Highway Safety Office that pays for overtime 
for the officers and other expenses. Local law enforcement 
budgets are not impacted.

Koller charged with homicide

by JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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rossie holmes walks her family’s Boston terri-
er, Toni, in this file photo. city officials are once 
again frolicking with the idea of building a dog 
park. For story, see page 5A.

Smith, 18, 
shot, killed

Let me play!

A teen was shot and 
killed by his roommate 
late Friday night in a death 
police detectives 
could deem an 
accident.

Joshua Dell 
Smith, 18, was 
the fatally 
injured victim. 
He was reported-
ly shot by his 
r o o m m a t e , 
Dakota Basham, 
19, according to 
M c M i n n v i l l e 
police detective 
Todd Rowland.

“Dakota Basham was 
standing in a doorway 
cleaning a pistol and the 
victim was on the other 
side of the room,” said 
Rowland. “The gun dis-
charged and hit Mr. Smith. 
He was pronounced dead 
at the scene.”

The shooting took place 
at Bybee Woods, a duplex 
building off Bybee Branch 
Road. It happened around 
midnight Friday.

Rowland said other peo-

ple were at the residence at 
the time. He said their 
accounts support the claim 
the shooting was acciden-
tal. 

He said Basham was 
interviewed and released. 

He has not been 
arrested or 
charged at this 
time.

“We’re work-
ing it as a homi-
cide investiga-
tion but it could 
turn out to be an 
accidental shoot-
ing,” said 
Rowland. “The 
victim has been 
sent to the medi-

cal examiner’s office for 
an autopsy so we will 
have to wait and see what 
that determines.”

The incident marks the 
second deadly shooting 
between roommates this 
week in Warren County. 
The first incident was 
Tuesday atop Harrison 
Ferry Mountain, a case 
that was originally 
thought to be self-defense 
but that has since resulted 
in a criminal homicide 
charge.

by JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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