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It’s bandwagon jumping 
time.

March Madness is the one 
time where it seems perfectly 
acceptable to start cheering for 
teams where you can’t name 
more than two players or the 
team mascot (Shout out to the 
Buffalo… Bulls?!). Even if you 
had no idea UMBC stood for, 
and still don’t, it didn’t stop 
everybody from backing the 
Retrievers as the first ever No. 
16 seed to win in the NCAA 
tournament. 

It didn’t take long for some 
Cinderellas to emerge. Buffalo 
emerged as a fan favorite by 
drilling the Arizona Wildcats 
and future NBA No. 1 pick 
DeAndre Ayton 89-68 
Thursday. It was an impressive 
game from the Bulls, who were 
led by 25 points from Wes 
Clark, who presumably didn’t 
get $100K to attend Buffalo this 
season.

By Friday night, the Bulls’ 
upset seemed tame. Virginia 
made history in the worst way 
possible, losing to UMBC by 20 
points as the overall No. 1 
seed. It was like the “Miracle 
on Ice,” minus Russians, hock-
ey and Al Michaels. OK, it was 
nothing like the Miracle on Ice, 
it was just a ridiculous upset.

Before UMBC’s miraculous 
victory, maybe the most mem-
orable moment from the first 
round came when Loyola-
Chicago’s Donte Ingram 
drilled a 3-pointer with 0.4 sec-
onds left to give the Ramblers a 
64-62 victory over the Miami 
Hurricanes.

That (almost) buzzer beater 
brings me to my personal 
bandwagon team.

No, it’s not the Ramblers. It’s 
their Saturday opponent – the 
Tennessee Volunteers.

Now I know what you’re 
thinking (other than, didn’t 
this game already happen? – I 
can’t control press schedules). 
You’re wondering why a huge 
Vols fan would have to jump 
on the bandwagon for his alma 
mater.

It’s simple. I didn’t think the 
Vols were very good all season.

Throw the record aside, even 
the co-champion status in the 
SEC, for a second. The Vols 
were led by two 6-foot-5ish 
forwards in Admiral Schofield 
and Grant Williams and 
streaky (if you’re generous), 
inconsistent (in you’re not) 
shooters on the perimeter in 
guards Jordan Bowden, Jordan 
Bone and Lamonte Turner. 
Headed by Rick Barnes, who is 
probably just as known for his 
tournament struggles as he is 
his ability to lead teams to the 
NCAA tournament, I thought 
the Vols were destined to fail in 
March.

But after watching the Vols 
take on this year’s version of 
the Kentucky future NBA All-
Stars in the SEC championship, 
I changed my tune. I think the 
Vols are good (even if they 
already lost to the Ramblers by 
the time you read this).

They inspired me to pick 
them to go all the way in my 
bracket, a classic homer pick. 
Then, the Vols showed up in a 
big way Thursday, pounding 
Wright State 73-47.

Even if Tennessee is an early 
exit this year, all but one player 
will be back next season. So 
this bandwagon better be com-
fortable. I’m going to be riding 
it awhile. 

Bandwagon 
fans emerge 
for March

Tullahoma presented the 
toughest challenge to date to the 
Warren County High School soft-
ball team, but the Lady Pioneers 
came out of the first weekend 
still undefeated.

Warren County downed the 
Lady Wildcats on back-to-back 
nights, winning 5-1 on the road 
Thursday before rallying late to 
win 5-4 at home Friday.

“Tullahoma is a well-coached 
team and gave us all we want-
ed,” said coach Gooby Martin. 
“Our girls always play to the 
end. I’m pleased with getting 
these wins.”

The Lady Pioneers finished the 
first week 4-0, highlighted by 
Friday’s comeback. 

Warren County trailed 4-1 
entering the bottom of the sixth, 
having been shut down for most 
of the game by Tullahoma lefty 
Madison Barnett. The tide began 
to change in the sixth when 
Warren County beat two throws 
on ground balls while loading 
the bases with no outs.

Bri Young brought in Elia 
Atterson with a RBI groundout, 
bringing Warren County within 
two with one out. Freshman 
Rhealee Johnson made it a one-
run game when she screamed a 
shot into left field, allowing Kyra 
Hillis to score.

Following a strikeout and sin-
gle, lead-off Hailey Wood 
stepped in the box with the bases 
loaded and two outs. Wood dug 
in against Jenna Jones, who 
entered in relief in hopes of get-
ting the Lady Wildcats out of a 
jam. Wood got ahead 2-0 before 
Jones battled back to make it a 
full count. Wood sized up the 
payoff pitch, but ultimately laid 
off of ball four to allow Madison 
Mason to walk in for the tying 
run.

The Lady Pioneers weren’t 
able to take the lead, but the tie 
game seemed to reenergize start-
er Ashton Whiles. The junior 
quickly retired the first two 
Tullahoma batters, then pitched 
around two walks by inducing a 
pop fly to end the inning.

Tullahoma did the rest. An 
error to start the seventh got the 
Lady Pioneers in business, then 
back-to-back walks – one inten-
tional – loaded the bases with no 
outs for Young. She never had to 

swing the bat. Young watched 
four straight balls, the last scor-
ing Whiles to end the game.

Friday’s scare came a night 
after Maddie Cantrell and 
Johnson combined to shut down 
the Lady Wildcats. Cantrell 
pitched five scoreless innings to 
get the win, striking out five 
during her time in the circle. 
Johnson pitched the final two 
innings and struck out two while 
allowing one run on one hit and 
one walk.

The majority of the offense in 
Thursday’s road game came on 
one swing. Whiles hit a three-run 
homer in the third inning, giving 
her team plenty of cushion. Hope 
Mullican added an RBI single in 
the sixth and Warren County 
added another run in the seventh 
inning on a Tullahoma error.

The Lady Pioneers will take 
next week off before returning to 
action Monday, March 26 with a 
road game against Coffee 
County. 
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Lady Pioneers
remain perfect

James Clark photo
Brodie cowans and the WcMS defense stood tall Thursday to 

down Franklin South 3-1. 

Soccer success
WCMS beats Franklin South

Adversity is something the 
Warren County Middle 
School soccer team isn’t 
accustomed to dealing with 
in recent years. The Pioneers 
have been dominant, win-
ning five straight conference 
titles.

Warren County hasn’t been 
as sharp this season, losing 
two of its first three games, 
but the Pioneers seemed to 
turn a corner Thursday. After 
falling behind early, Warren 
County rallied to top Franklin 
South 3-1 on its home field.

The victory improved the 
Pioneers to 2-2 overall and, 
more importantly, pushed 
their record in Central 
Tennessee Conference games 
to 2-1. Jordan Ramirez, Coby 
Olafson and Joan Garcia each 

scored in the second half to 
overcome a 1-0 deficit and 
lead the Pioneers to victory.

Panic could’ve set in for the 
Pioneers after Franklin South 
scored early, bringing back 
bad memories of Shelbyville 
getting on the board early 
and often in a 5-0 loss earlier 
in the week. Instead, Warren 
County quickly regained 
composure and Jordan 
Ramirez knotted the score 
shortly after halftime by find-
ing the net from 25 yards out.

The quick recovery was a 
great sign for new coach Ario 
Zadeh.

“We got a little scare with 
the early score, but the kids 
kept their heads up,” said 
Zadeh. “Bouncing back like 
we did was a great confi-
dence builder after we fell to 
Shelbyville.”
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Lexie chadwell stretches to get a big out during Friday's home game against Tullahoma. 
The Lady Pioneers moved to 4-0 with a 5-4 victory over the Lady Wildcats. 
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Kyra hillis has been a big boost at the plate. The senior is 

hitting .357 for the 4-0 Lady Pioneers. 
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