
Black vulture attacks on 
livestock are a serious and 
costly issue for many 
Tennessee producers who 
experience losses of live-
stock. 

Unfortunately, produc-
ers are limited in legal 
methods of removing 
problem black vultures 
since they are protected 
under the federal 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  
Previously, the only legal 
option to protect livestock 
from depredation was to 
apply annually for an indi-
vidual black vulture dep-
redation permit for $100.

We are pleased to 
announce the Tennessee 
Farm Bureau Federation 
board of directors has 
obtained a statewide dep-
redation permit for black 
vultures from the United 
States Fish and Wildlife 
Service.

This permit provides 
Farm Bureau members 
who are livestock produc-
ers an opportunity to 
apply for a livestock pro-
tection depredation 
sub-permit allowing legal 
“takes” of black vultures 
that are attacking live-
stock. The statewide per-
mit will be administered 
by TFBF. There is no cost to 
TFBF members who apply 
for a TFBF livestock pro-
tection depredation 
sub-permit.

Sub-permits will be 
issued to livestock opera-
tions only. Applications 
will be scored based on the 
information provided 
regarding past depreda-
tion history, proximity of 
black vulture roosts, num-
ber of livestock on the 
farm and the general live-
stock density of the area 
based on the most recent 
Tennessee Agricultural 
Statistic Service. 

Applicants must agree 
to follow all rules and reg-
ulations required by 
USFWS in the TFBF state-
wide permit, including: 

1.  Adoption of non-le-
thal measures to deter 
black vulture depredation

2.  Use of shotguns and 
“non-toxic” shot in the 
lethal “taking” of depre-
dating black vultures

3.  Report “takes” to 
TFBF quarterly

4.  Use of black vulture 
carcasses as effigies in 
areas where depredation is 
occurring.

Producers approved for 
sub-permits will receive a 
signed approval and 
sub-permit with an allot-
ted number of black vul-
ture “takes,” a copy of the 
TFBF statewide depreda-
tion permit, guidelines for 
removal methods and a 
black vulture dispatch log.    
Producers experiencing 
extreme depredation and 
large black vulture roosts 
are encouraged to apply 
for an individual black 

vulture depredation per-
mit with USFWS. 
Individual permits allow 
producers to be approved 
for a larger number of 
“takes” by USFWS.     

Sub-permit applications 
are available at: www.
tnfarmbureau.org/black-
vultures (Black Vulture 
sub-permit 2018) or at any 
county Farm Bureau office 
in Tennessee.

Applications should be 
returned to Tennessee 
Farm Bureau, Attn:  Debbie 
Briggs, P.O. Box 313, 
Columbia TN, 38402.   

DICAMBA
CERTIFICATION 

CLASS SCHEDULED

For those who are inter-
ested in applying 
XtendiMax or Eugenia 
Dicamba formulations on 
commercial row crops, 
there will a workshop to 
receive the certification 
required to apply the her-
bicide.

The training will be 
offered by the UT-TSU 
Extension Warren County 
and will be conducted in 
the Magnolia Room of the 
Warren County 
Administrative Building 
this Wednesday, March 21, 
at 2 p.m.

This session will take 
approximately one hour 
and cost $25. If you are 
interested just be at the 
Magnolia Room on the 
specified date and time. 
There is no need to prereg-
ister.

SMALL/ BEGINNING 
FARMERS CLASS

Over the past several 
years, I had the opportuni-
ty to serve on a team of UT 
Extension agents and spe-
cialists that planned and 
implemented a brief day-
long program covering 
everything from basic 
plant care; basic animal 
needs; resources for those 
involved in agriculture; 
and government programs 

that provide funding 
resources for new or begin-
ning farmers, etc. This pro-
gram was offered through-
out the state in various loca-
tions last year and met with 
great success--so much suc-
cess that it is now available 
on the county level.

We are excited to be the 

first county in the state to 
host this wonderful pro-
gram. The program will be 
offered on Tuesday eve-
nings, April 10 and 17 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the 
TSU Nursery Research 
Center, 472 Cadillac Lane, 
McMinnville. Cost for the 
course is $25 which covers 

the course, refreshments, 
and course materials.

Highlights of the course 
include University of 
Tennessee agents and spe-
cialists along with local offi-
cials covering “When to call 
a Vet,” “Tax Issues,” 
“Potential Risks,” and 
“Possible enterprises.” 

If you are interested in 
participating, please give 
UT-TSU Extension a call at 
473-8484, or drop by our 
office at 201 Locust Street, 
Ste. 10, McMinnville.

Contact Heath Nokes, 
UT-TSU Extension Warren 
County, 473-8484, hnokes@
utk.edu.
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Black vultures pose real threat to livestock

Judge Bill Locke issued 
the following rulings 
Thursday morning in Traffic 
Court:

Christopher L. Lewis was 
ordered to serve 45 days of 
an 11-month, 29-day sen-
tence and pay a $750 fine for 
possession of meth with 
intent to deliver.

Alberto Ortiz Ortiz was 
ordered to serve 48 hours of 
a six-month sentence for 
driving on a revoked license.

Mikel L. Chaple was 
ordered to serve 48 hours of 
a six-month sentence for 
driving on a revoked license.

Elaine Ann Clayton was 
order to serve 30 days of an 
11-29 sentence for driving on 
a suspended license, second 
offense.

Noah Blake Crouch was 
ordered to serve 48 hours of 
a six-month sentence for 
driving on a revoked license.

Eduardo Josue Hernandez 
was ordered to serve 24 
hours of an 11-29 sentence 
for driving on a revoked 
license, second offense.

Ming reminds candidates about signs

McMinnville Comm-
unity Development direc-
tor Nolan Ming is remind-
ing candidates to not uti-
lize the right of way for 
their election efforts. 

“We’ve had to remove a 
few smaller signs that 
have been placed in the 
right of way,” said Ming. 
“We also have some larg-
er signs in the right-of-
way area. We are contact-
ing those candidates and 
asking them to move 
them. If they don’t move 
them soon, we will move 
those as well.”

The department sent a 
letter to all candidates 
dated March 1 on the sign 
restriction guidelines.  

• No sign shall be locat-
ed in such a manner so as 
to obstruct free or clear 
vision, or cause hazards 
for vehicular or pedestri-
an traffic by reason of 

location, shape, illumina-
tion or color.

• No sign shall be 
located on, or attached 
to, any public property 
except public signs 
authorized by the city of 
McMinnville, Warren 
County, or the state of 
Tennessee.

• No sign shall be 
located on or overhang-
ing any public right of 
way. In many, but not all 
cases, the public right of 
way is between the utili-
ty poles or fence along 
the roadway.

• No signs shall be 
painted or attached to 
any fence, trees, rocks, 
canopy posts, utility 
poles, and the like.

• Political signs may 
be displayed on private 
property with the con-
sent of the owner.

By state law, it is 
unlawful for any person 
to attach show cards, 
posters, or campaign 
materials on poles, tow-

ers, and fixtures of public 
utilities unless autho-
rized to do so. 

Signs in violation of 
city ordinance will be 

removed by the depart-
ment and can be picked 
up at the Community 
Development office on 
the second floor of City 

Hall. Office hours are 
Monday through Friday, 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

For more information, 
call 473-1204.

With campaign signs flooding the county, city codes officials want to re-
mind candidates to place them properly and abide by sign guidelines.

by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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