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SOUTHLAND
BRICK & BLOCK

Ronnie Simmons

ronnie.southlandbb@gmail.com

700 Ordway Street
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

Cell: 931-212-5252
Office: 615-893-7146        Fax: 615-893-0110
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East End Church of Christ
Presents

DO NOT BE 
CONFORMED!

S E M I N A R
April 13-15, 2018

Speaker: Eric Lyons (Apologetics Press)
For more information see our ad in Sunday’s paper or call 473-2775

Everyone Invited! 25675

Pressure Washing • House Washing
Driveway Washing • Roof Washing

931-808-2792
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I’m David Rhea, your 
County Commissioner for 
the 1st District. I’m mar-
ried to Charlene 
Clendenon Rhea and we 
are approaching our 56th 
year of being happily mar-
ried.

We were high school 
sweethearts at Irving 
College High. We have 
two wonderful children, 
Rechele Bonner of 
Lewisville, Texas, who 
came into our lives here at 
Warren County General, 
and Scott Rhea of Emory, 
Texas, who was born in 
Atlanta, Ga.

We have seven grand-
children, all born in Texas. 
I retired from over 40 years 
in transportation manage-
ment from McMinnville to 
Atlanta to McMinnville to 
Dallas, Texas, to Kingsport 
and back to Dallas for 32 
years. I have been involved 
in several civic clubs and 
enjoyed working with chil-
dren in youth sports for 
several years.

To those of you who 
vote early at Warren 
County Administrative 
Offices, between the dates 
of April 11 and April 26, 
and to those who vote in 

the primary elec-
tion May 1 at the 
Civic Center, I’m 
asking for your 
vote of confi-
dence to repre-
sent this great 
county again. I 
promise you I 
will represent 
you as I have 
these past four 
years.

I presently 
serve on the Building and 
Grounds Committee and 
Highway and Bridge 
Committee. I served a year 
on the Financial 

M a n a g e m e n t 
Committee. I 
won a few and 
lost a few in dis-
cussions over 
several commit-
tee meetings.

The biggest 
battle I lost was 
the tax increase 
as 15 years is too 
long to go with-
out an increase. 
Today, expense is 

much greater than it was 
15 years ago. Building and 
Grounds has just approved 
the jail expansion plans at 
slightly more than $6 mil-

lion.
While serving on the 

commission, Building and 
Grounds approved reno-
vations at Irving College 
and more renovations will 
continue this summer for 
Bobby Ray and West. The 
commission has been 
forced to update all county 
buildings to handicap 
accessibility standards. 

Also, our county airport, 
in which I represent the 
county on its board, we 
need a maintenance build-
ing to store our tractors 
and equipment to free up 
three hangars to lease for 

revenue. I’m sure I have 
missed something that 
needs attention and we do 
not have the funds.

I’m for the best educa-
tion for our children from 
elementary through trade 
school. I do not see anoth-
er way out, without a tax 
increase. It has been a 
delight and privilege to be 
of service the last four 
years. 

With my experience, it is 
my hope you will consider 
voting for me. Your sup-
port will be appreciated. 

Get out and vote. Vote, 
vote, vote.

RHEA

Rhea announces run for 1st District County Commissioner

Unless otherwise indicated, county meetings are held at the 
Warren County Administrative Building located at 201 Locust 
Street and city meetings are held at City Hall located at 101 E. 
Main Street. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28

The county Health and Welfare Committee will meet at 4 
p.m. to discuss Warren County Animal Control and Adoption 
Center.

THURSDAY, MARCH 29

The county Financial Management Committee 
will meet at 3:30 p.m. Among the items of business: 
1) Award bid for Retirement RFP for Warren County 
Schools; 2) Award bid for Request for Qualifications for 
Energy Savings Performance project for Warren Coun-
ty Schools; 3) Award bid for Request for Proposals for 

VOIP Phone System for Warren County Schools.

FRIDAY, MARCH 30

Warren County government offices will be closed Friday, 
March 30 in recognition of Good Friday. County Conve-
nience Centers will also be closed. 

McMinnville City Hall will be closed Friday, March 30 in ob-
servance of Good Friday. There will not be garbage services 
that day. Friday’s routes will run along with Monday’s route.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The good news for 
President Donald Trump? 
His approval rating is up 
7 points since last month, 
according to a new poll by 
The Associated Press-
NORC Center 
for Public Affairs 
Research.

The bad news? 
That only lifts 
Trump’s approv-
al to 42 percent, 
low for a presi-
dent at this point 
in his tenure.

Still, the tra-
jectory is a wel-
come shift for a 
White House 
that has been 
battered by chaos, contro-
versies and internal 
upheaval. The poll sug-
gests that at least some of 
the president’s improving 
standing is tied to the 
economy and the 
Republican tax overhaul, 
which offers a glimmer of 
hope for GOP lawmakers 
who plan to make both 
issues the centerpiece of 
their efforts to maintain 
control of Congress in 
November.

Nearly half of 
Americans surveyed — 47 
percent — say they 
approve of how Trump is 
handling the economy, his 
highest rating on any 
issue. 

When it comes to tax 

policy, 46 percent of 
Americans back Trump’s 
moves.

“Our fortunes will rise 
and fall with the econo-
my and specifically with 
the middle-class tax cut 

this fall,” said 
Corry Bliss, 
executive direc-
tor of the 
Congress ional 
L e a d e r s h i p  
Fund, a super 
PAC aligned 
with House 
Speaker Paul 
Ryan. 

Bliss urged 
Republican can-
didates to view 
the law as “an 

offensive, not defensive 
weapon.”

One of the GOP’s chal-
lenges, however, will be 
keeping the economy 
and tax overhaul in the 
spotlight through the fall 
given the crush of other 
matters roiling the White 
House and competing for 
Americans’ attention. At 
the White House on 
Monday, the daily press 
briefing was dominated 
by questions about the 
president’s alleged affair 
with adult film star 
Stormy Daniels, a rela-
tionship he denies. 

Each week has seemed 
to bring a new departure 
among the president’s 
closest advisers.

TRUMP

Trump approval
rating on the rise

Motlow touts highest graduation rate of community colleges 
The Tennessee Board of 

Regents recently announced 
graduation and retention num-
bers for the 13 Tennessee commu-
nity colleges that comprise the 
system. 

Motlow State Community 
College had the highest gradua-
tion rate of any community col-
lege over the past three years. 

Motlow also had the sec-
ond-highest retention rate for 
freshmen who enrolled for the fall 
semester of 2016. 

The Motlow graduation rate for 
the 2014-17 time frame came was 
35.5 percent, compared to the sys-
tem-wide average of 21.8 percent. 
The next closest college, Roane 
State Community College, had a 
graduation rate of 28 percent. 

Highlighting the impressiveness 
of these numbers is the fact Motlow 
has been a leader in enrollment 
growth among all Tennessee insti-
tutions of higher learning over the 
last three years.

The Motlow retention rate for 
freshmen enrolled for the 2016 fall 

semester was 61.2 percent, second 
only to Northeast Community 
College, which had a retention rate 
of 63.4 percent. 

The system-wide retention aver-
age for the 2016 freshman class was 
55.9 percent. 

Retention rate is a critical 
number gauging the success of 
an institution in keeping stu-
dents enrolled.

“We are very pleased with the 
recently announced numbers 
from TBR,” said Rhonda 
Cotham, director of student suc-
cess at Motlow, “and feel they 
reflect not only the hard work 
by our faculty and staff and 
their dedication to our students, 
but also indicate the several 
‘high-impact practices’ that we 
have put in place over the past 
few years are proving to be 
instrumental in the success of 
our students.”

Such practices include imple-
mentation of a completion coach 
program, where each Motlow 
freshman student is assigned a 

completion coach who serves as 
a resource for support for the 
student and provides mentoring 
as the student navigates the first 
year of college. 

“The coach functions as the 
‘compass’ on a student’s jour-
ney,” Cotham added, “with all 
students, coaches and faculty 
sharing one common goal: com-
pletion of the student’s degree 
or certificate at Motlow.”

According to Cotham, Motlow 
also utilizes a two-tiered advise-
ment process that has proven to 
be successful. 

Students work with their com-
pletion coach during their first 
year of college, and then move 
to a faculty academic advisor 
who can assist with planning for 
graduation during their second 
year. 

Additionally, Motlow stu-
dents are required to take a First 
Year Experience class that is 
designed to empower them to 
reach their educational and 
career goals.

Motlow State Community College led all Tennessee com-
munity colleges in graduation rate for the 2014-17 time-
frame according to recently announced numbers from the 
Tennessee Board of Regents. The college also had the second 
highest retention rate for freshmen who enrolled in the fall 
of 2016.

Lacy Garrison photo
The driver of the red SUV, Beverly Kennard, looked away from the road and struck the Ford F150, 

owned by Terry Voren, on Monday. Kennard was transported to Saint Thomas River Park Hospital for 
treatment.

One injured in mall collision
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