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A man who forced his girlfriend into 
his pickup against her will, hit her moth-
er, and then rammed sheriff’s vehicles 
when they tried to stop him was given 
six years in the state penitentiary.

Robert Anthony Goff, 38, was sen-
tenced Wednesday by Circuit Court 

Judge Bart Stanley for aggra-
vated kidnapping, domestic 
assault, reckless endangerment 
with a deadly weapon, evad-
ing arrest in a motor vehicle, 
and vandalism up to $1,000.

The sentence comes after 
Goff assaulted his girlfriend 
for several hours at his home on R. 
Arnold Road near the DeKalb County 
line before abducting her.

“He forced her against her 
will to get into his truck,” said 
sheriff’s deputy Jared Jacobs 
who responded to the distress 
call from the victim’s mother. 
“Her mother stepped in to 
assist and was kicked, pushed 
and hit by Goff.”

Goff left the scene in his 
pickup and was followed by 
the victim’s mother. The sus-
pect rammed her car near 
Jewel’s Market. Officers caught 
up to him on Bybee Chapel 

Road.
“The vehicle accelerated in reverse 

trying to escape,” Jacobs reported. “The 

patrol vehicles along with the suspect 
vehicle made contact.”

Goff’s run after ramming the sheriff’s 
vehicles was short-lived as he ran off the 
road and into a fence.

“He attempted to leave the vehicle but 
was hung up in the fence and could not 
escape,” the deputy said, noting the 
fight was not over as he resisted arrest 
and had to be forcibly handcuffed.

It was later lawmen learned Goff had 
allegedly pulled a knife on his girlfriend 
and had threatened to kill her.

“During the entire incident, she was 
an unwilling passenger who could not 
escape for fear of death or bodily inju-
ry,” Jacobs said.

Kidnapping, assault send Goff to prison

by JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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Goff hits girlfriend's mother 
before running from law
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Design Sensory presented McMinnville officials with a new logo and slogan Tuesday night. “Sow 

Natural” will be replaced with “Where Life’s in full Bloom.” officials now must consider how best to 
market it as a tourism generator. Pictured is Mary Blair of Design Sensory.

McMinnville will be changing its slogan 
and logo. 

Design Sensory, a design agency from 
Knoxville, unveiled its plans to make 
McMinnville the place to vacation in 
Tennessee. Making the presentation were 
Mary Blair and Cassie Givens. 

“We want to elevate awareness with a brand 
launch and innovation of the new brand across 
various platforms,” said Blair. “We want 
to unify the community and gain buy-in 
by developing an identity that captures 
the essence and the momentum of this 
community. There’s lots of change going 
on here. We want to foster recognition 
within and outside Warren County, attracting audiences 
seeking and ideal place to live, work and play.”

The logo is a compass with a magnolia tree 
bloom. At the bottom of the logo is the slogan, 

“Where Life’s In Full Bloom.”
Givens calls the logo a “mark.” 
“It’s a very intentional mark,” said 

Givens. “You can notice the compass that 
represents the convergence of your loca-

tion in the state but also finding your 
center. The flower is a nod to the nature and 

the Nursery Capital of the World. There’s a 
pattern in the back that’s a nod to the Eastern 

influence.”
Since 2009, the city has been using the slogan 

“Sow Natural” generated by MMA 
Creative. That slogan is pronounced “so 
natural” with the “w” added as a play on 

words in reference to the area’s nursery 
industry. Its logo was “McMinnville” with 
the first “i” made into a tree.

mark
Making a

City unveils new logo, slogan
by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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Tourism is proving to be a turbulent relationship 
between city government and the McMinnville-
Warren County Chamber of Commerce. 

In an email to McMinnville Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen members from Chamber president 
Mandy Eller, she expressed concern for what she 
considers unnecessary meetings by city adminis-
trator Bill Brock that slowed 
down the process for a $28,500 
tourism grant -- to the point the 
grant was lost.

However, Brock counters 
that Eller is responsible for los-
ing the grant because she didn’t 
obtain competitive bids, or pro-
vide progress reports as 
required.

The grant was originally 
obtained by the Chamber in 
2017.

In her email to the city board 
last Friday Eller wrote, “There 
was another meeting yesterday 
to discuss the Tourism 
Enhancement Grant. In that 
meeting, Bill Brock discour-
aged the board members 
repeatedly from seeking grants 
for the city. There have been 
many, many meetings lately 
concerning this grant.”

Eller was grant administra-
tor, meaning she oversaw 
expenditures and grant reim-
bursement and had to work closely with 
McMinnville Parks and Recreation director Scott 
McCord and Brock. 

However, said Eller, Brock insisted on board 
members being in attendance during “superflu-
ous” meetings. 

“This grant should never have taken so much 
work,” Eller said. “This has inconsiderately 
involved aldermen during their work time on 
issues they should not have to repeatedly be 
involved in. It is as if Mr. Brock is trying to teach us 
a lesson about going after grants by using this 
grant as an example.”

The Standard has produced a special, 24-page section 
inside today’s edition called “Living 50 Plus.”

The section features a wealth of information that’s 
pertinent to the over-50 crowd such as stories on retire-
ment savings, visiting elder friends, and the importance 
of sleep.

Perhaps most importantly, the special section features 

12 stories on high-achieving members of our communi-
ty. Business owners, a police officer, a firefighter, an 
educator, and the creator of a nonprofit agency are 
among the esteemed local residents highlighted in the 
special section. It’s a section you don’t want to miss and 
it’s inside today’s edition.

The local residents featured are:

Lost grant 
sparks city, 
Chamber
dispute
by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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Dr Pepper, nothing better

Dr Pepper Bottling Co.
Locally Owned & Operated

Mountain St.          473-2108
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Caring for 
Caregivers
How to offer helpful 

support to caregivers

Getting 
Ready 
to Retire
How to save 
more for retirement 

after age 50

Business woman, mother and wife Amie 

Hodges added another title to her repertoire the 

day after her 50th birthday, that of grandmother. 

Her granddaughter Lillie Mae arrived and 

changed Amie’s life forever. 

“Family is everything to me,” said Hodges. “I 

enjoy working, but when the work day is over, I 

want to spend it with my family, especially the baby.” 

She joined the family business, Pioneer Building 

Supply, in 1988 after graduating from Middle 

Tennessee State University, cum laude, with a BS in 

accounting. 

The company was started by her parents Gordon and 

Clara McGee, who are enjoying their retirement. She 

is currently president and CEO, and works closely with 

her brother, Junior, who serves as vice president and her 

husband, Kenny, is general manager. She quickly found 

working with family has its own set of perks and challenges.  

“As a family, we each bring a special set of abilities to 

the workplace which compliments the other. I handle the 

financial aspects, my brother deals with our construction 

and rental aspects, and my husband manages the sales and 

purchasing. We make an excellent team. I also surround myself 

with knowledgeable employees, a must have for any successful 

business. It’s a truly a team effort,” said Hodges. “And always 

remember to make time for family, away from the business.” 

“My expertise in the business is definitely accounting,” said 

Hodges. “My degree is in accounting so I enjoy the number 

crunching.” 

She says she started working with accounts payable and now 

supervises all the financial functions of the business, including their 

construction business and two realty companies.

“I enjoying taking care of the financials,” said Hodges. “I always 

liked math and took as many math classes as possible.” 

The fact she is a numbers enthusiast has probably been an 

asset to her as she works in a predominately male industry. 

“The building industry has become more female oriented with 

HGTV’s popularity,” said Hodges. “People are finding women may 

have some physical limitations, but otherwise it can be done just 

as easily by a female as a male. We are detailed oriented and we 

enjoy the meticulous tasks.” 

Community involvement includes past president of McMinnville’s 

Noon Exchange Club, past president of the McMinnville-Warren 

County Chamber of Commerce, and Young Careerist Award. 

Amie and Kenny are parents to two married children, Brandon 

and wife Kristen Hodges, and Kendra and husband Ben Matheney, 

and proud grandparents to Lillie Mae. She enjoys lake life 

swimming, surfing, cooking, baking, reading and playing board 

games with the family.

Her future plans include working in the family business until 

retirement, and then traveling with Kenny across the country in a 

RV.
Until that time arrives, she will be behind her desk at Pioneer 

Building Supply, located at 1655 Morrison Street, or at Pioneer 

Express Paint and Hardware at Northgate Shopping Center.  
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Congratulations

      to All of the Honorees

Congratulations Amie!

Your family could not be prouder of you. You are 

the glue that binds us all together. Your warmth, 

charm and humor is a light that shines on everyone 

you meet. You are the hard working heart of our 

operation and a dedicated community servant. We 

are better for having you in our lives.

1655 Morrison St. | McMinnville | 931.473.7777

PIONEER BUILDING SUPPLY

25530

An unlikely experience teaching Red Cross 

swim lessons led to a lengthy career in teaching 

and coaching for Franklin Fisher. 

Fisher taught world history at Warren County 

High School for 28 years prior to becoming the 

current principal at Warren Academy. According 

to Fisher, a friend convinced him to walk to the city 

pool when they were just 9 years old so they could 

volunteer to be aides and swim in-between classes.

“We lived over by the Civic Center,” explained 

Fisher. “I was a big, tall guy and I was kind of shy, 

but thanks to Patti Nunley, who ran the program, she 

introduced me to getting in there, talking to people, 

seeing them doing what you instructed them to do and I 

learned to teach right there.”

It may come as a surprise to some that Fisher originally 

wanted to become a lawyer. However, after getting through 

his first quarter of classes in political science at Tennessee 

Tech University, Fisher decided to change his major to 

health education. After completing one year at TTU, Fisher 

transferred to Middle Tennessee State University where he 

earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in health.

“When I went back for the master’s degree, half of my 

master’s was in history and that was an experience because 

the reading was almost insurmountable,” explained Fisher. “I was 

trying to help coach football at MTSU with coach Donnelly so I 

was working 116 hours during a season on top of my studies.”

Fisher attributes his hard work ethic to his parents, whom he 

said exemplified it. His father was a general practitioner and would 

go on house calls at all hours. Fisher’s mother was also in the 

medical field caring for people as a nurse and later as a healthcare 

administrator. She, too, was on the road five days a week or 

more doing her job. Fisher has obviously passed this trait onto his 

daughters, Mary Kate and Blair.

“I’m pretty proud of my kids,” said Fisher with a smile. “Mary 

Kate is a pastor and takes care of people and helps try to guide 

them in the right direction. Blair is into social services and she is 

working with at-risk youth in Johnson City and recently accepted 

a job for Project Transformation, working with at-risk kids in a 

reading program.”

Fisher’s takes his philosophy of life from the Led Zeppelin song 

“Nobody’s Fault But Mine” which he uses to explain to students 

about taking ownership of their decisions whether good or bad. At 

Warren Academy, the student population fluctuates between 25 

and 45 students a year depending on what is going on. Fisher has 

been the principal there for the past five years.

“For the most part, we get kids who understand that when they 

come through the door there’s no more chances and this is the 

end of the line, said Fisher. “Our positives probably transpire a lot 

later. We see them get scholarships to college or a good job and 

we’ve seen kids totally turn around and go in the right direction.”

Right now, Fisher has no plans to retire and proves that turning 

59 hasn’t slowed down his unbeatable work ethic. Fisher and his 

wife Leann are enjoying their new home and their sweet grandson, 

Bo, along with family visits from their girls.
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Paid for by Milstead for Circuit Court Clerk, Tammy Vinson Treasurer

E
ducation is the most powerful weapon 

which you can use to change the world.

- Nelson Mandela

Let Me Put My

Knowledge & Experience

to Work For You!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR VOTE!

EARLY VOTING

APRIL 11-26

GENERAL ELECTION
AUGUST 2

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY
MAY 1

With over 13 years experience in the judicial system and a 

Bachelor of Science degree in criminal justice, I have the 

necessary knowledge, experience and insight to be your next 

circuit court clerk. I know I am up to the challenge and, with 

your support, we can move this office forward, together.

25489

When you're away,

They can still play!

• Veterinary Technician on Staff 24/7

• Home Visits: offered 1-3 Times Daily

• Farm-Sittig: offered 1-3 Times Daily

• Licensed & Insured

• Boarding

See all

the fun on

25513

topdogsmcminnville@hotmail.com

931-224-3326

The Happy
Yapper

Our caretakers

are loving and

qualified to provide 

the best care for all 

your fur babies.

CMYK

Special section salutes top citizens

Terry Kidd
Franklin Fisher
Rachel Kirby
Phil Mitchell

Carol Ann Richardson
Sharon Barnes

Wally Bigbee
Amie Hodges
Danny Martin

Donna Campbell
Jimmy Zavogiannis

Nichole Mosley

eLLer

Brock
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