
The gratitude of a mother will leave 
you speechless.

On a foggy weeknight, two mothers 
met to talk about the day their lives 
changed forever. Jennifer Hubbard's 
daughter, Catherine, was killed when 
a gunman stormed Sandy Hook ele-
mentary school in Newtown, Conn., 
just days before Christmas in 2012. 

Dawn Ford was a second-grade 
teacher there. At the time of the attack, 
she was in a conference room. 
Attempting to call 911, she managed 
only to put in an outside-line code on 
the room's phone. Her 
effort, as it turns out -- 
leaving the phone off 
the hook as she did -- 
managed to activate the 
school's public-address 
system so the ruckus 
could be heard and 
identified by people in 
the building not yet aware of what 
was going on. 

Ford, whose own grown son, who 
is autistic, was working in the library 
at the time, was telling her story of the 
day for the first time at a gathering at 
the Crossroads Cultural Center in 
New York City. Hubbard, at the start 
of her talk, began by thanking Ford 
for likely saving her son's life. 

Hubbard is a person who could 
wallow in anger, sadness and bit-
terness, but who has chosen gratitude. 
During the course of her grieving, 
she's been open to God's healing, even 
as all the natural questions and pain 
rise to the surface. 

We don't always value motherhood 
as we ought to. Peggy Noonan hit on 
this in a column in the wake of the 
Parkland school shooting. The mes-
sage of these women is that in the 
wake of unspeakable violence, the 

most powerful answers aren't in pub-
lic policy or political demonstrations, 
but in the way we live our lives. 

Hubbard's ability to resume some-
thing approaching a normal life with 
her surviving family comes from what 
she found herself doing in the wake of 
her daughter's murder: opening up a 
Bible and listening for a word from 
God. She has a strong faith, and she 
has served as an inspiration to others. 

In the five years since the shooting, 
that overwhelming sense that some 
sort of action must be taken hasn't 

subsided. People 
look to gun control 
and school safety. 
Foundations have 
been started and 
supported. But Ford 
has found herself 
reflecting on the sit-
uation of her autistic 

son, who has "a community of people 
who care about him, who involve him 
... who have taken a chance on him." 

During the question-and-answer 
period after Ford and Hubbard spoke, 
Ford reflected on some of the respons-
es from around the country and world 
they've received. There were stuffed 
animals and lots of material things. 
None of that meant as much as the 
prayers. 

"When people said the world is 
praying for you, I believed it, because 
I felt it," she said. 

It's a power that helps people go on 
and love on, even in overwhelming 
pain. A peace may just become plausi-
ble. We may just become better. But it 
does take some time and presence and 
silence. 

Kathryn Jean Lopez is senior fellow at 
the National Review Institute. She can be 
contacted at klopez@nationalreview.com.

After law enforcement agents raid-
ed the home and office of Michael 
Cohen, Donald Trump's attorney and 
close confidant, the president protest-
ed: "It's frankly, a real disgrace. It's an 
attack on our country, in a true sense. 
It's an attack on what we all stand for."

The president has it exactly wrong. 
The raid shows the rule of law is alive 
and well, despite the president's 
repeated attempts to undermine it. 
Our basic principles are protected by 
an independent system of justice that 
even the president cannot suppress.

Cohen's attorney, Stephen Ryan, 
called the operation 
"inappropriate and 
unnecessary," and 
claimed his client has 
been cooperating 
fully with federal 
investigators. That's 
a powerful argu-
ment, and if Cohen 
really was being helpful, the raid 
could be construed as a PR stunt 
designed to intimidate, rather than 
investigate, a potential witness.

"Doing a search warrant rather than 
a subpoena suggests investigators 
thought Cohen, if given a subpoena, 
would possibly destroy evidence or 
withhold key evidence, particularly if 
it were incriminating," Clinton Watts, 
a former FBI agent, told The Atlantic.

Trump tweeted that "Attorney-
client privilege is dead!" But in fact, 
that privilege is not absolute. 

"There is a crime-fraud exception to 
attorney-client privilege," Robert 
Weisberg, a Stanford law professor, 
told The Washington Post. "The affida-
vits that went into the warrant appli-
cation -- and possibly direct conversa-
tions with the judge -- would have to 
give at least prima facie reason to 
believe that the communications, even 
where they were privileged, give 
some indication Cohen was involved 
in committing or planning some kind 

of fraud."
That's why Ken White, a criminal 

defense attorney and former prosecu-
tor, wrote in The New York Times that 
the case against Cohen could be "high-
ly dangerous" for both the lawyer and 
his client: "It's perilous for the presi-
dent, whose personal lawyer now 
may face a choice between going 
down fighting alone or saving his 
own skin by giving the wolves what 
they want."

The president's fury raises, yet 
again, a real possibility that Trump 
has considered before: firing Robert 

Mueller, the special 
counsel who is 
investigating collu-
sion between the 
president's cam-
paign and Russia. 

Asked by a report-
er if he would fire 
Mueller, the presi-

dent didn't reject the idea. "We'll see 
what happens," he said. "Many people 
have said, 'You should fire him.'" 

Sen. Charles Grassley, the 
Republican chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, was certainly right in pre-
dicting that "it would be suicide for 
the president to fire" Mueller, but 
Republicans still refuse to consider 
legislation that would protect him.

So the question remains: What 
mechanism is out there for Trump's 
critics to hold him accountable, should 
he ax Mueller or otherwise sabotage 
the legal process?

Sen. Mitch McConnell, the majority 
leader, said: "We know the wind is 
going to be in our face. We don't 
know whether it's going to be a 
Category 3, 4 or 5."

Elections are the ultimate way to 
hold the president accountable. That's 
what the American system really 
stands for. 

Steve and Cokie Roberts can be contact-
ed by email at stevecokie@gmail.com.

Early voting opens
with a whimper

You would've thought the early 
voting room was under quarantine 
Wednesday as early voting got 
under way with a resounding 
silence.

In a show of intense apathy, vot-
ers turned their back on one of the 
most popular days to cast their bal-
lot, the first day of early voting. 

This is not to suggest early voting 
will remain sluggish. The rest of the 
voting period may turn out to be as 
exciting as the last lap at Talladega, 
but that wasn't the case opening 
day. I showed up expecting to make 
a picture of a long line of voters and 
instead took a picture of an empty 
room. Sad.

What I take from this situation 
more than anything is how much 
every vote really does count in a 
local election. Cole Taylor (2014) and 
Bobby Turner (2010) have both lost 
Warren County Commission seats 
by 1 vote in the previous two coun-
ty elections.

If you think your vote is not key, 
glimpse at final voting figures from 
the last county election in August of 
2014. The 6th District had the lowest 
total votes cast for County 
Commission with only 507. The top 
vote-getter in that district, Earl 
Jones, received 269 votes.

If you look at all the County 
Commission candidates from all 12 
districts, Carl E. Bouldin in the 2nd 
District received more votes than 
any other commissioner in 2014 
with a county best 501.

On the other end of the spectrum, 
Kenny Roberts in the 12th District 
received the lowest vote total of any 
person elected to serve on our 
County Commission with 190 votes 
in a six-person race.

Speaking of another six-person 
race, it's not going to take many 
votes to get elected Warren County 
Sheriff in August. If we take the 
election of 2014 as a guide, there 
were 8,159 total votes cast for sher-
iff. Divided equally by six, that 
amounts to 1,359 votes each.

With six strong and very likable 
candidates, I expect it to be a very 
even race. We could elect our next 
sheriff with 1,800 votes. That's why I 
think it's a bit of a political miscalcu-
lation one of our sheriff's candidates 
didn't run as a Republican. Just look 
at our landscape.

All three of Warren County's state 
government representatives are 
Republicans in a state with two 
Republican U.S. Senators, and a 
Republican governor. President 
Trump, a Republican, carried 
Warren County with 70 percent of 
the vote just two years ago.

If any of our sheriff's candidates 
had decided to run as a Republican, 
my guess is he would have gotten, 
at bare minimum, 100 votes simply 
for having an R by his name. That's 
a low-ball estimate. A high-ball esti-
mate would be 250 votes. It all 
depends on how many people vote 
party no matter what. There are 
undoubtedly some.

In an election where every vote 
could shift the outcome, passing up 
a treasure chest of votes as a 
Republican could decide who will 
be our next sheriff. It could prove to 
be an oversight in several other 
countywide races as well.

Standard editor James Clark can be 
reached at 473-2191.
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Big tech met big politics 
yesterday — and came off 
best.

Swapping his usual grey 
T-shirt for a sober suit and 
tidy blue tie, Facebook's 
chief executive Mark 
Zuckerberg spent five 
hours giving evidence to 
the U.S. Congress about 
the data scandal that has 
hit his business.

Even for a billionaire it 
was an intimidating event. 
But as he spoke, his com-
pany's share price climbed 
and that more than any-
thing else revealed the 
final score.

Senators tried to put him 
under pressure. Some of 
their questions were good 
ones; others were not.

It would be easy to 
mock the senator who 
asked how Facebook made 
money — apparently 
unaware of its vast reve-
nues from advertising and 
data.

But mockery would be 
the wrong response.

Governments, courts 
and parliaments all over 
the world are struggling to 
respond to the vast and 
rapid changes to politics, 
society and economics 
being brought by business-
es such as Facebook.

Would British MPs have 
asked better questions than 
the senators? No.

Do they have the knowl-
edge and the tools to 
respond to the power of 
social media? No.

Do our regulators or our 
courts? No.

Digital technology is no 
longer just one industry 
among many others: it is a 
fundamental dynamic in 
almost every part of mod-
ern life and its power is 
only going to become 
greater.

The established ways of 
business, politics and 
Government can no longer 
deal with this adequately 
— as everything from the 
influence of fake social 
media in the US presiden-
tial election to the 
Cambridge Analytica data 
scandal, to the epidemic of 
gang violence on London's 
streets shows.

So the big question we 
should all be asking is: 
what needs to change? 
And how do we make it 
happen?

The wrong response 
would be to fear technolo-
gy or to try to contain its 
impact.

It is improving lives fun-
damentally but our gov-
ernments, parliaments and 
courts need to make a sys-
tematic attempt to under-
stand its consequences so 
they can better regulate it, 
support it and improve it.

As Congress has just 
found out, ignorance isn't 
bliss.

The evening Standard 
London

Government must adapt
to age of social media

Q: Do you use social media on a 
daily basis?

YES or NO
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