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“As vice chairman of the 
Health and Welfare 
Committee, I would like to 
tell the concerned citizens 
of Warren County, that the 
committee does not have 
any plans to close the 
Animal Control and 
Adoption Center. In fact, 
only the chairman has 
mentioned bringing that 
proposal to a vote. I know 
the rest of the committee is 
against it and supports 

Kim, Brandi and Deitra in 
all they do for our commu-
nity, and will continue to 
do so.”

This is not the first time 
that issues have gotten 
hairy between Martin, 
Animal Control and other 
members of the committee. 
Since he was appointed 
committee chair by County 
Executive Hershel Wells in 
November 2014, there have 
been several instances of 
discord between the three.

“I would like to assure 

the residents of Warren 
County that the Health 
and Welfare Committee 
strongly supports the 
Animal Control and 
Adoption Center and will 
continue to do so,” said 
Wilcher. “I also believe 
that all commissioners, 
save one, support them. I 
hope that we can move 
forward without negative 
remarks about any of our 
employees and give full 
support of this depart-
ment.” 

New vendor Questar 
has not excelled. What 
was described as a soft-
ware issue prevented 
Questar from returning 
test scores in time to be 
included in final grades 
last year.

Then, in October 2017, 
McQueen announced 
about 9,400 TN Ready 
tests has been scored 
incorrectly, affecting 70 
schools in 33 districts. 

It’s been mentioned by 
state lawmakers that the 
failings of TN Ready are 
hurting teacher morale 
since 20 percent of teach-
er evaluation scores are 
tied to TN Ready results. 
Lawmakers have sug-
gested suspending that 
requirement since TN 
Ready results are not 
reliable.

Test fails
Continued from page 1A

Pork and Bands will be 
playing a different tune 
this coming Saturday.

The annual concert fea-
turing all of Warren 
County’s performing 
bands will be charging 
admission for the first 
time. The event is set for 
this Saturday, April 21, at 
WCHS from 1:30 to 7:15 
p.m.

“We wanted to get the 
word out about the 
admission charge because 
that’s new,” said Pork 
and Bands chair Yolanda 
Scott. “We hope people 
are understanding 
because this is a fundrais-
er.”

The cost is $10 for 
adults and $5 for children 
ages 4-6. The price 
includes one entrée, des-
sert, drink, and two game 
t ickets .  Children 
3-and-under are admitted 
free with a paying adult. 
That admission does not 
include food or drink 
tickets.

The day is a chance to 
soak in the musical skill 
of students in the Warren 
County band program 
from fifth grade on up.

“This is a showcase for 
the talent we have,” said 

Scott. “It’s amazing to see 
the progress, especially 
with the fifth- and 
sixth-graders who just 
started playing. To go 
from trying an instru-
ment for the first time to 
180 days later, there can 
really be some incredible 
growth in just one year.”

Performances will be 
held in the WCHS audito-
rium, except for the 
indoor ensemble. The 
schedule is as follows:

1:30 p.m. – Indoor 

ensemble, Charlie Dalton 
Gym

1:50 p.m. – Pioneerettes
2:25 p.m. – WCMS and 

county schools beginning 
band

3 p.m. – Chamber 
groups

3:15 p.m. – WCMS and 
county schools advanced 
band

4 p.m. – Chamber music
4:15 p.m. – WCHS jazz 

band
6 p.m. – WCHS sym-

phonic band
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Pressure Washing • House Washing
Driveway Washing • Roof Washing

931-808-2792
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by JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

PUPPY LOVE
Trash & Treasure Thrift Store

Fish 
Fry

presents a

936 
Old 
Smithville 
Road

Saturday, April 21 11am-2pm
Fish Plate $7 (2pcs. fish, 2 sides & a drink)

Sandwich & a drink $5
Extra sides $1
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Proceeds 
benefit the 
Humane 

Society of 
Warren 
County

Pork and Bands to charge admission

Animal Control
Continued from page 1A
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The replacement bridge over Small Branch on Old Shelbyville Road is 

nearing completion. It will replace the one pictured, which was once con-
sidered the worst bridge in Warren County.

Small Branch bridge 
nearing completion

New bridge construction 
over Small Branch and 
Collins River are continuing, 
and one is nearing comple-
tion. 

Warren County Road 
Superintendent Levie Glenn 
said motorists could soon 
enjoy crossing the new 
bridge over Small Branch on 
Shelbyville Road. 

“The bridge is coming 
along really good on Old 
Shelbyville Road,” said 
Glenn. “They will be ready 
before too long to put the 
binder down. They’ve really 
done a good job.”

The bridge will be much 
wider than the old one. It is 
28 feet wide from the inside 
rails, as opposed to 18 feet, 9 
inches from the inside rails. 

Rogers Group was award-
ed the bid in October 2017 
for $724,919. Construction 
started in early November. 

Per the contract, it has 180 
work days – making com-
pletion the end of April or 
the beginning of May. 

An update was given 
during a county Highway 
and Bridge Committee 
meeting. 

While the county project is 
running smoothly, the same 
cannot be said for the 
Tennessee Department of 
Transportation’s project on 
Hennessee Bridge Road 
over Collins River.

“That’s a mess out there at 
Hennessee Bridge,” said 
Commissioner Randy 
England. “I mean it’s a mess. 
The road beside it… it would 
be hard for a car to go 
through there.”

Glenn stated, “Someone 
called the other day and said 
they busted a tire and 
knocked their car out of line. 
I told them they need to call 
TDOT about it. It doesn’t 
seem like things have gone 
right in that project. At least 
that’s the way it seems.” 

According to an update 
report by TDOT spokesper-
son Jennifer Flynn, the 
bridge is currently reduced 
to one lane to allow the con-
tractor to construct the new 
bridge. 

“While the bridge is down 
to one lane, traffic will be 
maintained and controlled 
by a temporary signal for the 
safety of the traveling pub-
lic,” said Flynn. “Motorists 
should expect periodic 
delays and use caution in the 
work zone.”

Estimated project comple-
tion is October 2018, but an 
extension has been request-
ed.

“The contractor has 
requested a time extension 
for the project,” said Flynn. 
“The request is under con-
sideration, and the depart-
ment has asked the contrac-
tor to provide additional 
information and documen-
tation before a decision is 
made relating to a possible 
time extension.”

by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

McMinnville has been 
honored for the 17th year 
with the distinction of being 
in the Tree City USA pro-
gram.

Tree City USA is a national 
program offered by the 
Arbor Day Foundation that 
provides framework for 
community forestry man-
agement for towns across 
America.

Making the presentation 
was Tennessee Division of 
Forestry representative 
Steven Rogers. 

“For the 17th year in a 
row, the city of McMinnville 
has achieved this distinc-
tion,” said Rogers. “That’s 
quite an achievement. It’s 
something to be proud of 
and I’d like to express my 
congratulations.”

Tree City USA has been 
greening up cities across 
America since 1976. It is a 
nationwide movement that 
provides the framework 
necessary for communities 
to manage and expand their 
public trees.

More than 3,400 commu-
nities have made the com-
mitment to become a Tree 
City USA. They have 

achieved Tree City USA sta-
tus by meeting four core 
standards of sound urban 
forestry management: 1) 
maintaining a tree board or 
department, 2) having a 
community tree ordinance, 
3) spending at least $2 per 
capita on urban forestry, and 
4) celebrating Arbor Day.

Arbor Day was celebrated 
by the city by planting trees.

“We decided to plant 
three trees at Riverside 
Cemetery,” said 
McMinnville landscape 
manager Hank Patton. 
“They’re dogwoods. 
Dogwood trees at this cem-
etery are nice.”

by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Lisa Hobbs photo
McMinnville has been recognized as a Tree City USA community by the Arbor 

Day Foundation. Pictured, from left, are Urban Forestry employee John Austin, 
landscape manager Hank Patton, and Tennessee Division of Forestry representa-
tives Carla Taylor and Steven Rogers.

McMinnville remains part
of Tree City USA project
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