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Lady Pioneers fall
to Frankiin North

BY JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Any other field and Mea Starkey
makes the catch. But on a short porch
in Franklin North, Ashtyn Danley mea-
sured it out to perfection to give
Franklin North a regular-season cham-
pionship.

Danley’s solo shot in extra innings
Tuesday gave the Lady Gators a 4-3
victory over the Warren County Middle
School softball team in what was a de
facto title game between the pair of
one-loss CTC rivals.

“Mea tracked the ball perfectly, ran
through the temporary fence and the
ball tipped off her glove as she went
over the fence and hit the ground,” said
WCMS coach Joe Damon. “If that ball is
on our field, at 220 feet instead of the
175 feet there, Mea catches it 10 out of
10 times.

“You always hear there are players
who will run through a wall for you.
We actually have it. We have a team full
of them, Mea is just the latest exam-
ple.”

Starkey nearly made a web gem for
the ages for the Lady Pioneers, who
needed the victory to claim the regular
season title and the top seed in next
week’s CTC tournament. Instead,
Danley’s deep shot pushed the Lady
Gators over in a game Damon won't
soon forget.

“It was the best middle school game
I've ever seen. They have a good team
and good pitcher (Danley),” said
Damon. “It was a game of inches and it
just didn’t go our way. We definitely
didn’t give them the game. They gave
100 percent and I'm very proud of the
way our girls played.”

The loss snapped an 1l-game win-
ning streak for Warren County, drop-
ping the team to 13-2 overall this sea-
son. It was a bitter defeat for the Lady
Pioneers, who led 3-2 going into the
fifth inning before the Lady Gators ral-

lied to win.

Warren County jumped out to a 3-0
lead in the second, getting a two-run
double from Aleya Esparza to plate
Marli McBride and Halo Armstrong.
Esparza was able to score late in the
inning when Bella Cantrell swiped sec-
ond and the throw sailed into center-
field.

Danley, a seventh-grader already
committed to Florida State University,
settled down after allowing the Lady
Pioneers to jump into the lead. She
allowed just one hit over the last four
innings — a single from Esparza - as
Warren County struggled to score off
the dominant lefty.

The Lady Gators struck back in the
third, getting back-to-back RBI doubles
off Madison Hollis to draw within one
at 3-2.

Warren County held the advantage
into the fifth, where it got within one
out of claiming the title. With two on
and two outs, Franklin North got a gift
as a Lady Pioneer error brought in the
tying run.

Hollis was able to battle out of a bas-
es-loaded jam to prolong the game,
only to see Danley take over.

Danley struck out the side in the
sixth, part of a nine-strikeout outing,
before providing the heroics with her
bat.

Just a day after shutting out the Lady
Gators, Hollis took her first loss, giving
up four runs on eight hits while strik-
ing out five. Esparza spearheaded the
Lady Pioneer offense, with her two hits
and two RBIs providing most of the
damage. Armstrong and Shelby Roberts
were the only other Lady Pioneers to
get a hit.

Damon expects to see Franklin North
again, provided his team can take care
of business in the early rounds on next
week’s CTC tournament.

“We will see North again next week
and there’s no doubt it’ll be a great
game,” said Damon.

Details of the CTC tournament sched-
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CELEBRITY CIPHER

“I never knifed anybody in the back ... that is why | was so
surprised that | made it in show business at all.” — Jim Nabors
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Aleya Esparza, seen in a previous game, had two hits and two RBIs in
Tuesday's 4-3 loss in extra innings to Franklin North. The loss dropped
Warren County Middle School into the second seed in next week's CTC

tournament.

SPORTS BRIEFS

CO-ED SOFTBALL LEAGUE

Registration for a 7-3 co-ed softball
league at McMinnville Civic Center is cur-
rently open. The league is set to start in
late April and will be played on Wednesday
nights. Roster forms are available at McMin-
nville Civic Center on Monday thru Thurs-
day from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. The fee is
$400. Rosters and entry fees must be turned
in by April 23.

For more information, contact Terry
Beard at 473-1212.

COUNTRY CLUB SCRAMBLES
McMinnville Country Club will hold Tues-
day scrambles starting April 24. Scrambles
begin at 5 p.m. and are open to the public.
Players must be 18 or older. For more infor-
mation, call the Country Club pro shop at
668-4143.

KICKBALL LEAGUE

Registration is open for the McMinn-
ville adult co-ed kickball league. Games
will be played on Mondays and Thurs-
days starting in May. Entry fee is $200.
Roster forms are available at McMinn-
ville Civic Center Monday thru Thurs-
day from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. and Friday
and Saturday from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.
Rosters and entry fees are due by April
27.

For more information, contact Terry
Beard at 473-1212.

SUBMIT A SPORTS BRIEF
If you would like to run a sports brief,
bring in a typed copy to the Southern
Standard sports desk or email the in-
formation to sports@southernstandard.
com. Sports Briefs runs as space allows
and begin two weeks before the event.

Locke signing

Continued from page 1B

This school year, Locke
already finished in the top
10 percent of runners in the
state cross tournament
competition in November
and has won every 1600
race he’s competed in this
spring.

Locke is hopeful he’ll be
back at the state tourna-
ment in a month, this time
making it on the podium.

“I think I can qualify
again this year. I've had a
pretty good season thus
far,” said Locke.

Locke has ramped up
training after suffering a

25777

minor injury. Locke tradi-
tionally runs 70-80 miles a
week, but has been limited
to 50 miles during his cur-
rent workouts. Locke runs
during practice, stays extra
for additional training and
then runs more when he
gets home.

“It takes dedication and
hard work,” said Locke. “I
love to run and I get out
and do it every chance I

et.”

His skill landed him an
offer to Berea College, one
Locke was quick to accept.

The school had one big sell-
ing point that stuck out to
the senior standout.

“Tt's free,” said Locke
laughing. “But really, I
think it’s a great fit because
they have a great program
and a good coach. I'm excit-
ed about going to Berea.”

Locke expects to keep
running in the 800, 1500
and 1600 at the next level.
He, along with the rest of
the WCHS track team, will
be in action this weekend at
the Tomahawk team cham-
pionships at Riverdale.
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Christian Locke has been a standout for the Pio-
neers on both the track and cross country teams.
Locke has run in three state meets, including last
November in the cross country state final. Locke
signed Wednesday to attend Berea College on a

track scholarship.
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