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4 COURTS NOW AVAILABLE FOR PLAY!
at the McMinnville

Civic Center
FREE

How to Play Clinics
May 21 @ 10:30am
May 22 @ 10:30am
May 22 @ 6:30pm
May 24 @ 6:30pm

Leagues starting in June!Open to novices & players 
with knowledge of the 
basics ages 11 - adult.Rental Equipment Available

500 Garfield St., McMinnville • 931-473-1212
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It was a sad day for 
Warren County High School 
sports. The book finally 
closed on the 2017-18 school 
year for teams Monday, 
with the Pioneer baseball 
team and Lady Pioneer soft-
ball team both falling in the 
region tournament.

But maybe it shouldn’t be 
so sad. 

Sure, there were tears 
shed as three seniors on 
both teams laced their cleats 
for the final time in Warren 
County jerseys. And the 
agony of defeat won’t soon 
leave the minds of coaches 
Trice Powers and Gooby 
Martin.

Both programs helped 
carry on a resurgent school 
year for WCHS though. The 
region seemed to be the 
final resting place for most 
WCHS teams this year, 
which is something to cele-
brate, not mourn.

Warren County had five 
teams qualify for regions 
this year, including the 
Lady Pioneers winning the 
program’s first-ever district 
tournament title and the 
Pioneer basketball team 
winning in the region for 
the first time in three 
decades along the way. 
Baseball, volleyball and 
girls basketball also made it 
to region - no small feat in 
highly competitive districts.

Add in four state qualifi-
ers in individual sports, 
with Christian Locke and 
Jayren Perkins being the lat-
est in track, and Warren 
County is starting to flex its 
muscles in the Midstate.

When I first started cov-
ering sports in 2010, making 
region may be something 
one or two teams could pull 
off, while being a pipe 
dream for all others. It took 
a special collection of talent 
in a class, or a transcendent 
athlete, to carry the team to 
victory. Even then, the ceil-
ing usually was losing to 
Cookeville over and over.

The script is beginning to 
flip. Aside from football - 
where Cookeville may be 
the least of the Pioneers’ 
worries – Warren County 
teams don’t seem to be 
intimidated by the Cavaliers 
or Lady Cavaliers. Our local 
teams are starting to plant 
their flags atop District 
6AAA.

Before everybody starts 
taking a victory lap though, 
the Pioneers and Lady 
Pioneers will need to sus-
tain success in the future. It 
may not be easy for every-
body – athletes like volley-
ball standout Bethany Fye 
and two-sport star Isaiah 
Grayson are rare around 
these parts. 

There’s plenty of hope 
though for baseball and 
softball to grow.

For the two teams who 
have year-ending losses still 
fresh on their minds, the 
cupboards won’t be bare 
next year. The Pioneers and 
Lady Pioneers return six 
starters apiece, many who 
earned all-district honors 
while helping their teams to 
19 and 20 wins, respectively.

Domination on the dia-
mond may not be ending in 
Warren County. This may 
just be the beginning.

Great year 
of sports 
concludes

Disappointing day
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Hunter Adams applies a tag at second during Monday's region game at Brad-

ley Central. The Pioneers ended their season with a 2-1 loss to the Bears. 

Jeffery Simmons photos
Emily Mikkola tries to scoop a throw to tag Carissa Frost during a steal attempt. Frost scored twice and made several big defen-

sive plays to lead Walker Valley to a 10-3 victory in Monday's region semifinal at WCHS.

Freshman Elia Atterson had two hits in Monday's loss. Atterson 
showed up a big way in tournament play, finishing with five hits in 
the team's last three games. 

Lady Pioneers 
falter at home

A historic season for the 
Lady Pioneers came to a swift 
halt Monday night.

Playing the first-ever region 
game on its home field, Warren 
County fell 10-3 to visiting 
Walker Valley, ending a 20-7 
year which saw the Lady 
Pioneers win their first-ever 
district tournament champion-
ship.

“We didn’t play well enough 
to win,” said Lady Pioneer 
coach Gooby Martin. “Once 
you get into these games, you 
have to play mistake free, error 
free and come through in 
clutch situations. We didn’t do 
that.

“Our girls battled hard. 
That’s what they’ve done all 
year and I’m proud of them for 
fighting.”

Warren County took a 1-0 
lead in the first inning, getting 
a lead-off triple from District 
6AAA player of the year Hailey 
Wood and a sac fly from Emily 
Mikkola.

The lead would hold until 

the fourth, when the Lady 
Mustangs plated a pair of runs 
off freshman starter Rhealee 
Johnson. Walker Valley added 
three more runs in the fifth, 
taking advantage of three 
Warren County miscues in the 
frame – the biggest coming on 
a wild pitch that turned into 
two runs when the throwback 
to the plate went past the 
pticher, allowing Walker Valley 
to take a 5-1 lead. 

By the time the Lady 
Mustangs got bats rolling in 
the sixth, belting four hits off 
Ashton Whiles and Maddie 
Cantrell and drawing three 
free passes for five runs, the 
hole was too big for Warren 
County to climb out.

“We just didn’t have our 
best. I’m sad – sad for our 
team,” said Martin. “It’s a 
learning experience though 
and we’ll remember this and 
try to get better for next year.”

The Lady Pioneers were to 
pile up 12 hits off Walker 
Valley ace Natalie Pruitt, but 
13 runners left on base doomed 
Warren County.

by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Pioneers downed 
by Bradley Central

Great pitching, strong 
defense and clutch hitting. 
The Pioneers have used 
three key ingredients to 
pile up victories all season.

In the region tourna-
ment, Bradley Central stole 
the recipe and did it just a 
little bit better than Warren 
County. The Bears edged 
the Pioneers 2-1 in a pitch-
er’s duel, ending Warren 
County’s season at 19-13.

Andy Bunch was nearly 
unhittable for the Bears, 
going the distance while 
allowing just three hits to 
the visiting Pioneers. Tyler 
Hollingworth, who took 
the loss, and Jack Keele 
were nearly as sharp, hold-
ing the Bears to just five 

hits while striking out 
eight combined.

Bradley Central (24-11) 
was able to get just enough 
offense, getting a two-out 
RBI triple from Dylan 
Standifer to break the 
scoreless game in the 
fourth and adding a Tucker 
Cox RBI double in the fifth.

The Pioneers scored 
their lone run in the sixth. 
Brooks Helton singled to 
lead off the inning, giving 
way to pinch runner Omari 
Harris. The speedy fresh-
man took second on a 
passed ball, then moved to 
third on a sac bunt by 
Keele.

Harris scampered home 
on a passed ball, giving the 
Pioneers a little life offen-
sively. 

by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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