
Clouds of pink, blue, 
yellow and green plas-
tered runners during 
Generations fifth annual 
Color Run Saturday 
morning at the Civic 
Center. 

With four paint sta-
tions throughout the 5K 
course, more than 100 
runners became doused 
from head to toe in color.

“This 5K was about 
having fun, not about 
time,” said Debbie 
Hodge, one of the event 
organizers. “Our prima-
ry goal was to raise 
money for Generations’ 
three group homes, 
which will be used pri-
marily to fund our cli-
ent’s activities. Without 
this event, our clients 
also wouldn’t have a 
Christmas.”

The event started with 
a fun warm up where 
everyone huddled 
together to initiate a mas-
sive color throw while 
dancing along with 
Richard Simmons, por-
trayed by Briley King. 
The DJ played songs like 
“Sexy and I Know It” and 

“Macarena” which got 
the runners pumped as 
they threw cups of paint 
into the air before begin-
ning the race.

The paint, which was 
made from corn starch, 
quickly stuck to the 
sweaty  runners . 
Afterward, they had the 
chance to get colorful sel-
fies while enjoying some 
of the vendors set up in 
the parking lot. Kids of 
the Community offered 
free face painting while 
the Humane Society 

handed out doggie treats. 
This was the first year 

Generations allowed 
dogs in the race and no 
one seemed able to resist 
petting all the sweet 
pooches.

“I like animals more 
than I like people so see-
ing all these friendly 
dogs has been my favor-
ite part,” laughed Hodge. 
“We’ve had a tremen-
dous turnout and raised 
$6,000 already without 
counting those who reg-
istered this morning.”
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Oscar was one of the many dogs that joined runners at Generations fifth 
annual Color Run on Saturday at the Civic Center. He peers up with a look 
that says, “Get me out of this yellow tulle tutu.”

Lacy Garrison photos
Briley King led runners in warm up stretching 

and dancing before the race. For observers and 
runners alike, King was quite the entertainment 
with his Richard Simmons costume.

Generations fifth annual Color Run shows vibrancy
by LACY GARRISON
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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