
There have been some ugly com-
ments recently about Sen. John 
McCain. With the senator at home in 
Arizona fighting brain cancer, a young 
White House aide reportedly told col-
leagues they need not worry about his 
objections to CIA nominee Gina 
Haspel because, "It doesn't matter, he's 
dying anyway."

At the same time, a retired three-
star Air Force general suggested 
McCain cooperated with his North 
Vietnamese captors in his five-plus 
years in captivity, saying McCain's 
nickname was "songbird John" -- a 
baseless charge that dates back to 
dirty tricks against 
McCain in 2008.

The slanders set off 
vicious battles on 
Twitter, with still more 
insults to McCain. In 
response, many of the 
senator's supporters 
rushed to his defense.

McCain's years as a prisoner of war 
in Vietnam will always define his 
biography. He showed courage and 
endurance under conditions most 
Americans cannot imagine. He is 
rightly celebrated for that.

But McCain's valor came in a war 
America did not win and which 
remains divisive to this day. And 
some participants in the Vietnam War 
are still mad at each other; for exam-
ple, the retired Air Force general who 
called McCain "songbird," Thomas 
McInerney, himself has an impressive 
record of hundreds of missions over 
Vietnam.

In politics, McCain's political career 
has been marked by a sometimes-tes-
ty relationship with Republican Party 
doctrine and voters. In the 2000 GOP 
presidential primaries, his defeat of 

then-Texas Gov. George W. Bush in 
the New Hampshire primary led to a 
nasty showdown in South Carolina. 
Bush won, McCain lost.

McCain would run a more conven-
tional campaign in 2008, showing 
extraordinary drive and resilience. 
When his primary campaign went 
broke and nearly collapsed, McCain -- 
71 years old, wealthy and with a safe 
seat in the Senate -- still trudged 
through the early voting states, 
addressing small crowds, struggling 
to stay in the game. He looked like a 
goner more than once in the GOP pri-
maries, yet still ended up winning the 

nomination.
But after the dis-

mal failures of two 
Bush terms -- a 
major war started by 
mistake and an eco-
nomic meltdown at 
the end -- in the gen-
eral election, McCain 

found himself running in the face of 
perhaps the strongest political head-
winds ever. 

McCain has a war record of pure 
heroism. He has a political record of 
real achievement, but also perhaps 
more than his share of the controversy 
that goes with politics. 

So which to emphasize in what 
might be McCain's final days? Here's 
a thought: Why not dwell on the 
good, especially since it was so good? 
When someone dies, it really is fitting 
to look at the best that person did. 
And John McCain lived a great, patri-
otic life, doing more in service to the 
United States than his critics, or 
almost anyone else. When he dies, 
why not remember that?

Byron York is chief political correspon-
dent for The Washington Examiner.

John Kelly, the White House chief of 
staff, recently told NPR that undocu-
mented immigrants are "not people 
that would easily assimilate into the 
United States, into our modern soci-
ety. They're overwhelmingly rural 
people. In the countries they come 
from, fourth-, fifth-, sixth-grade educa-
tions are kind of the norm. They don't 
speak English; obviously that's a big 
thing ... They don't integrate well; they 
don't have skills."

Kelly is repeating the same nativist 
nonsense that was hurled at his own 
Irish and Italian ancestors generations 
ago. They were told they could not 
integrate into 
America, that they 
lacked the skills and 
intelligence to con-
tribute to their adopt-
ed country -- and 
especially to Kelly's 
home city of Boston. 

The haters were 
wrong about Kelly's forebears, and 
Kelly is wrong about the latest wave 
of newcomers. If anything, immi-
grants are more productive than 
native-born Americans, according to 
virtually every economist who has 
ever studied the topic.

One example: The Council of 
Economic Advisors under President 
Bush 43 concluded, "Our review of 
economic research finds immigrants 
not only help fuel the nation's eco-
nomic growth, but also have an over-
all positive effect on the income of 
native-born workers."

Kelly is only channeling the woeful-
ly warped mindset of President 
Trump, whose mother was born in 
Scotland and who has married two 
women from Eastern Europe. Like his 
chief of staff, the president embraces 
anti-immigrant attitudes rooted in fab-
rication, not fact.

Trump doesn't care about facts, 
because his real motivation is pure 

political opportunism: fanning the 
fears of supporters who yearn for a 
more white, less diverse country.

Trump's anti-immigrant crusade 
has only gotten more determined and 
more dangerous. Here are examples:

-- Abandoning Dreamers. A recent 
Harvard-Harris survey found 76 per-
cent of voters say Dreamers, about 
700,000 undocumented young people 
brought here as children, should be 
granted a path to citizenship. But 
Trump has torpedoed every attempt 
at a legislative compromise and no 
permanent solution is possible with-
out his assent.

-- Encouraging 
family separation. 
On the day that 
Melania Trump 
introduced a pro-
gram to help chil-
dren, Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions 
announced a 

"zero-tolerance" policy for anyone 
caught trying to enter the country ille-
gally. That means parents who are 
arrested at the border and sent to pris-
on would be separated from their chil-
dren, who are barred by law from 
incarceration.

-- Deporting workers. The 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agency has stepped up 
raids on businesses that hire undocu-
mented workers, making about 1,200 
arrests since Oct. 1, which is up from 
about 300 during the previous fiscal 
year. This comes at a moment when 
the agricultural sector is plagued by a 
severe labor shortage. 

President Trump, with John Kelly's 
backing, is following an immigration 
policy that is not just "foolish and 
delusional (and) anti-American." It 
also directly undermines the country's 
economic future.

Steve and Cokie Roberts can be contact-
ed by email at stevecokie@gmail.com.
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we gamble?
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According to the Tennessee 
Lottery, there could be a $50,000 
winner among us. Have you 
checked your lottery ticket lately?

Lottery spokeswoman Kym 
Gerlock confirmed to the 
Standard a lottery player who 
bought their ticket in 
McMinnville won $50,000 on 
Saturday night by matching four 
of the five white numbers plus 
the red Powerball. Gerlock says 
the lucky winner has 180 days to 
claim their prize.

"Typically, it's claimed within the 
first couple of weeks," Gerlock told 
me on Wednesday. "Sometimes they 
come in the very next day but usually 
it's within a few weeks."

Until that winner emerges, we'll 
have to speculate about who among 
us will soon be $50,000 richer, or 
roughly $30,000 richer after taxes. I 
know a woman who won $20,000 
playing the lottery some five years 
ago and she contends, after my 
repeated requests for money, she 
"only" took home $12,000 after taxes. 

I don't normally use the word 
"only" before $12,000, but that same 
formula would give this winner some 
$30,000 after taxes. That would be a 
nice sum to carry around in your 
wallet, but it won't be a life-changing, 
quit-your-job jackpot. 

The topic of gambling has been a 
hot one this week after the United 
States Supreme Court ruled there 
should be no barriers to prevent 
sports gambling in all 50 states. 
Nevada can no longer hold what's 
been a monopoly on sports betting.

New Jersey, West Virginia, 
Delaware and Mississippi are states 
which are ready to pounce, with offi-
cials from those states estimating they 
can have sports gambling up and 
running in a matter of weeks.

Here in our beloved Tennessee, 
we allow gambling in the form of a 
lottery, but only because it's in the 
name of education. I wonder if our 
state lawmakers will get behind 
sports gambling if it too can be ratio-
nalized for education.

State Sen. Brian Kelsey said on his 
Twitter account Monday, "I plan to 
introduce legislation to allow sports 
betting in TN with the tax proceeds 
to go to K-12 education."

The plan could very well encour-
age gambling if it supports local 
schools. There's no telling how 
much money I've spent over the 
years on cookie dough and popcorn 
to help schools. Just imagine how 
much I could really spend to help 
our schools if I could gamble in the 
process.

me: "But Cupcake ... I have to put 
$100 on the Titans to cover the 
spread. It will help the poor kids at 
Hickory Creek Elementary who 
would otherwise go hungry."

cupcake: "Since you're betting 
our grocery money on a worthy 
cause, it's OK. Go ahead."

Famous actress Jennifer Aniston 
once said, "It's not really gambling 
when you never lose."

Unfortunately, when it comes to 
real-life gambling, there are often big 
losers who risk far more than they 
can afford. I say our push to legalize 
just about anything in the name of tax 
dollars, like liquor sales on Sunday, is 
becoming our biggest gamble.

Standard editor James Clark can be 
reached at 473-2191.

standard online 
reader survey

Established 1879

Publication No. 506-840

Patricia Zechman, Publisher       Phyllis Vanatta, Business Manager
James Clark, Editor                     Dale Stubblefield, Circulation Director    

     
Phone: 473-2191

105 College St., McMinnville, TN 37110
FAX: 473-6823

Email: standard@blomand.net
Website:  www.southernstandard.com

Copyright Standard Publishing Company,
All Rights Reserved2016

Write a letter

Members of the community are 
encouraged to write letters to the editor

editor@southernstandard.com
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The haters are still wrong

letter to the editor

TO THE EDITOR:
With a Household 

Hazardous Waste 
Collection to be held this 
Saturday at Three Star 
Mall, I think it's import-
ant to discuss the beauty 
of our area.

Some of us may 
remember the old TV 
commercial that said, 
"There's ain't no lower 
class than Tennessee 
trash." That's a message 
we should remember 
today.

That commercial 
forced me to cast a hard 
eye on people's unac-
ceptable behavior as it 
relates to our state's 
overall appearance. We 
have Tennesseans who 
show some class and 
respect and love our 
Volunteer State. On the 
flipside, you have a 
lower class of people 
who don't appreciate 
Tennessee's beauty and 
overall attractiveness 
enough to cease littering 
the highways with per-
sonal trash.

I was traveling on 
Smithville Highway and 
going up Moose Lodge 

Hill into town when a 
car ahead of me began 
throwing trash out the 
window. These were 
large cups and fast-food 
bags. I thought this was 
extremely disrespectful, 
especially with another 
vehicle right behind 
them.

I wanted to do some-
thing about it, but I was 
told I would have to go 
down to the jail and 
swear out a warrant 
against them. That is 
more than I wanted to 
do, but I would like to 
get it in people's minds 
that it's not cool to litter. 
People throwing trash 
from their car window is 
not right.

I would like to urge 
people to please refrain 
from that type of behav-
ior. It's ugly and with all 
the garbage receptacles 
that are around town, 
there's no reason not to 
hold onto your trash and 
throw it away when you 
get to a trash can.

Keith Boyd
Bratten Street
McMinnville

Please don't litter
our roads with trash

Q: Do you think Tennessee should 
work to establish sports gambling 
after Monday's Supreme Court ruling?

 YES 33 percent
 NO  67 percent
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