
Soon after the Army of Northern 
Virginia surrendered to Union forces, 
Gen. Robert E. Lee wrote to one of his 
spiritual advisers while wrestling with 
the pain of this great defeat, but also 
with a lesson that he had learned.

"God has thought fit to afflict us 
most deeply. ... How great must be 
our sins and how unrelenting our 
obduracy," wrote Lee to the Rev. 
William Platt, an Episcopal priest. "We 
have only to submit to his gracious 
will and pray for his healing mercy."

The key, Lee argued, is 
the South's defeat repre-
sented the judgment of 
God. Now it was time to 
seek true unity.

This was not random 
talk. Lee leaned on his 
faith because that's who 
he was, according to the 
Rev. R. David Cox, author of "The 
Religious Life of Robert E. Lee." Cox 
teaches history at Southern Virginia 
University, which is near the 
Episcopal parish in Lexington, Va., he 
led from 1987-2000 -- then known as 
R.E. Lee Memorial Church.

This past fall, the church's vestry 
made news when -- after riots in 
Charlottesville -- it voted to return to 
the name "Grace Church," the church's 
name when Lee was on the vestry. 
Cox said he is convinced the Lee 
revealed in his letters and private jour-
nals would have had no problem with 
that decision.

"I don't think Lee would have want-
ed the Confederate flag flown. ... He 
would have opposed people putting 
up statues in an attempt to preserve 
the memory of a great 'lost cause' -- 
words that he never used," he said. 

The problem, Cox explained, is that 
when people argue about "Robert E. 

Lee," they are actually arguing about 
two historic misconceptions of Lee.

First, there is the Lee who, in the 
decades after his death, many 
Southerners turned into a mythic fig-
ure who symbolized the Confederate 
cause. The second false Lee, said Cox, 
is a reaction to that myth. Thus, for 
many, Lee is the Old South incarnated 
-- the perfect symbol of oppression. 

The real Lee, on the other hand, 
made terrible mistakes, but also -- as a 
sincere Christian believer -- learned 

from them, said Cox. 
As Lee matured, he 
focused on a desire 
to "resign himself" to 
God's will, as seen in 
the events of life. 
This resignation, 
stressed Cox, was 
not "throwing in the 

towel," but a desire to support what-
ever God was doing.

Thus, the great general accepted the 
South's defeat, then moved to an 
impoverished corner of the 
Shenandoah Valley to lead a college 
that taught engineering, agriculture, 
journalism and other "modern" sub-
jects. That school became Washington 
and Lee University.

There is no need to deny Lee's 
faults, stressed Cox. But it is also cru-
cial not to ignore the man he became 
after the war.

"How do we reconcile the great 
accomplishments of people who had 
their faults, people whose stories are 
truly part of our nation's history? ... 
Are our only options lionizing them 
or condemning them, when the reality 
is somewhere in between? Real people 
can be complex," said Cox.

Terry Mattingly is the editor of 
GetReligion.org. He lives in Oak Ridge.

Will 2018 be another “Year of the 
Woman” in American politics? If so, 
it’s been a long time coming. The last 
so-called Year of the Woman hap-
pened way back in 1992. That’s when 
American voters elected more new 
women to Congress than in any pre-
vious decade. 

Of the 27 women elected to 
Congress for the first time that 
November, 24 were Democrats. 
Clearly, among the contributing fac-
tors to that breakthrough was the 
presence of a strong Democratic pres-
idential candidate named Bill 
Clinton, who went on to win the 
White House for two 
consecutive terms.

This year could well 
become the new and 
improved Year of the 
Woman with over 400 
women vying for seats 
in Congress. However, 
these women must 
first run the gauntlet of 
the primaries. That will winnow their 
numbers way down. 

In fact, it’s already happened in the 
early primaries in Indiana, Ohio, 
North Carolina, and West Virginia. 
Two women ran for Senate, but lost. 
While 27 women won their party’s 
primary vote, 15 of them will face 
favored incumbents in the general 
elections in November.

With primaries completed in North 
Carolina, one of the big stories was 
the defeat of GOP incumbent U.S. 
House member Robert Pittenger by 
challenger Mark Harris. This gives 
Pittenger the dubious distinction of 
being the first Republican 
Congressional incumbent of 2018 to 
lose in a primary contest.

Meanwhile, Pennsylvania’s gerry-
mandered congressional districts 
have been overturned by the state 
Supreme Court, which imposed what 
it deemed a more equitable solution 

for voters.
In fact, it appears more “equal” for 

the Democrats than for the 
Republicans. But, hey, the 
Republicans liked their gerryman-
dered version just fine. It helped the 
GOP win the same 13 of 18 U.S. 
House seats in 2012, 2014, and 2016.

Results of Pennsylvania’s prima-
ries are a mixed bag, with women 
winning a few districts and losing a 
few as well. The real test there, and 
elsewhere around the country, will be 
how many women survive the gruel-
ing primaries, then go on to win in 
the general elections in November.

Speaking of sur-
vivors, I heard from 
Col. Martha 
McSally, USAF-
retired the other 
day. She currently 
serves as a U.S 
House 
Representative 
from Arizona, but is 

running for the Senate seat being 
vacated by Jeff Flake. Like the other 
women, she must first fend off her 
GOP rivals in the primaries, then 
defeat her Democratic foe in the gen-
eral election.

Unlike the other women, McSally 
has already made her  mark by being 
the first female combat squadron 
commander in American military his-
tory, logging 325 combat hours flying 
the A-10 Warthog on close air sup-
port missions in the Middle East and 
Afghanistan. Now she’s being target-
ed by Democratic Senate leaders who 
hope to put their nominee in the 
open Senate in Arizona.

In my view, another “Year of the 
Woman” in American politics is way 
overdue. Surely, they can do better 
than many of the men have done. 
They deserve their chance to prove it.

Retired Army Col. Thomas B. Vaughn 
can be reached at tbvbwmi@blomand.net.

Summer concerts
are almost here

Main Street Live summer concert 
series time is just around the cor-
ner! 

Speaking of corners, I thought 
motorists attempting to turn the 
corner at Morrison and Main streets 
would be faced with construction 
barrels blocking off the street and 
directing them to Colville Street 
during the Friday night concerts. 
but maybe not. 

Just when I thought that was a 
done deal, I overheard a discussion 
between two aldermen debating 
blocking the street verses reducing 
the lanes to one for motorists. One 
alderman said offering one lane 
will help slow motorists down and 
protect people as they make their 
way to the event – without having 
to divert traffic. 

FYI, the speed limit is still the 
same regardless of the number of 
lanes provided. 

While I remained silent as I was 
listening, I’m weighing in now. 

I’m against blocking off lanes. A 
sidewalk is a visual barrier for peo-
ple. Everyone recognizes it as the 
safe zone – a protection from pass-
ing vehicles. We begin that training 
at a young age: 1) Don’t get out into 
the street; 2) If you need to cross the 
street, look both ways more than 
once; 3) Be alert as you’re crossing. 

When you start blocking off 
lanes, you are messing with that 
training and not in a good way. 
You’re encouraging people to step 
into the street and even though you 
may not know it, you’re also reduc-
ing their attentiveness in doing so. 

I’ve been to more concerts than I 
can count. In that time, I’ve never 
witnessed anyone step out into the 
street – unless they were crossing it 
and taking the proper precautions – 
until they blocked off the left-side 
lane beside the concert with con-
struction barrels. Then, people 
stepped out into the street. 

If your intent is to protect people 
from themselves, block the street 
off. Don’t cut the lanes down to one 
and funnel traffic through the cen-
ter lane. From a pedestrians’ per-
spective, that might appear to be all 
three lanes blocked. It could hap-
pen, as you’ve already lowered 
their attentiveness to danger by 
allowing them to step into the 
street. 

With all that said and as most 
people know, I’m a diehard sum-
mer concert series fan. I love it. You 
can find me most every Friday 
night in June and July at the show. 

I might not always stay for the 
whole concert. Sometimes, I’ll pop 
in and take pictures for the paper 
and leave. My attention, divided or 
undivided, depends on the band 
playing. I’m not too keen on coun-
try, gospel or whatever that is they 
call Americana. For those, I’m 
going to pop in, take pictures and 
leave. In and out in about 30 min-
utes. 

With that being said, my favorites 
and those I’ll probably stay for the 
duration are: Utopia on June 22, Joe 
Harvey on July 6, Four on the Floor 
on July 13, and Forever Abbey 
Road on July 27. Liking four out of 
eight concerts isn’t bad. 

Hopefully, Mother Nature will be 
kind this year.

Standard reporter Lisa Hobbs can be 
reached at 473-2191.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

TO THE EDITOR:
This has gone on far 

enough and I am sick of it 
as I am sure you are too!

Our legislators are mostly 
lawyers and business peo-
ple, not physicians with 
medical training. Physicians 
and pharmacists have walls 
of degrees showing their 
training.

Yet these non-medically 
educated legislators are 
making life-saving and 
life-killing medical deci-
sions about our medical 
treatments. When I was 
young, we played a game 
called Doctors, Lawyers, 
Indian Chiefs.

Now I do not remember 
how to play it anymore but 
I do know what it meant to 
do your best. These three 
choices all were the best, all 
had the education to do 
their jobs.

In present times, 70 years 
later, these same jobs are 
still here, doctors, lawyers, 
and chiefs (governors, may-
ors, presidents and legisla-
tors). They are hired by us, 
just simple loyal Americans, 
and we expect them to do 
their jobs.

But are they? They swore 
an oath to their God and 
country they are supposed 
to take care of us. 
Remember, we pay them.

Right now we have doc-
tors who are the most edu-
cated -- eight years of col-
lege, four years internship 
and residency, then more 
schooling to get PhDs and 
advanced degrees in spe-
cialties and also are tested 
and licensed by the state 
and nation.

Lawyers are the same but 
not nearly as much educa-
tion as doctors. Again, we 
pay them!

Then the chiefs, they do 
not require any education at 
all for their job. We just elect 
any "ole blowhard" who 
suits our fancy.  We pay 
them and provide them 
with millions of dollars.

Why then do we put up 
with inept, ignorant, law-
breaking and just plain 
immoral legislators? 

The chiefs are already 
breaking their law of “crim-
inal neglect” by not allow-
ing the working poor in our 
state to join the Affordable 
Care Act. Many are dying 
because of this, adults and 
children. I wonder how it 
feels to let a child suffer and 
die because of a negligent 
decision you have made. 

This is not only illegal but 
immoral. As for me, I am 
not working for the here 
but for the hereafter.

Fellow citizens and 
friends, we are supposed to 
love everyone and I do. I 
even love these people even 
though I know how they 
do, I must.

How do you think these 
chiefs go into office practi-
cally broke and end two to 
six years later worth 
multi-millions or billions? 

Want to know where 
they get it? They wrangle or 
steal it from us, the average, 
loyal, hardworking 
American citizens and 
wounded warriors like us.

Judy Turner Fabri
Goff Mill Road

McMinnville

Politicians not qualified
for medical decisions

Q: Do you think there are any laws 
which can be passed that will slow gun 
violence in America?

YES or NO
www.southernstandard.com


	Page 1A
	Page 2A
	Page 3A
	Page 4A
	Page 5A
	Page 6A
	Page 1B
	Page 2B
	Page 3B
	Page 4B
	Page 1C
	Page 2C
	Page 3C
	Page 4C
	Page 5C
	Page 6C
	Page 1D
	Page 2D
	Page 3D
	Page 4D
	Page 5D
	Page 6D

