
“This has been a very 
rewarding experience,” 
said Cantrell. “I’ve been 
shaking a lot of hands, 
asking for a lot of votes, 
and telling people my 
qualifications. I’m very 

appreciative of everyone 
who voted for me and 
I’m ready to keep going.”

The win does not give 
Cantrell the Circuit 
Court Clerk job currently 
occupied by Bernie 
Morris, who did not seek 
re-election. She must face 

independent candidate 
Chris Cope in August to 
determine who gets the 
job.

In the fight to get the 
Democratic nomination 
for Sheriff, Rodney 
Whiles defeated long-
time lawman Herb 

Rowland by 863 votes.
“I was worried I’d be 

picking up signs tomor-
row,” said Whiles. “I’m 
so thankful for my fami-
ly, my church, my friends 
and people I met while I 
was out campaigning. 
More than anything, I 

tried to convey my work 
ethic. We’ll have to see 
what happens in August. 
It will be a whole differ-
ent animal with six can-
didates running.”

The win advances 
Whiles to a crowded 
field for Sheriff in 

August. Also on the bal-
lot in the General 
Election are Billy Joe 
Crouch, Bobby Edwards, 
Marc Martin, John 
Morgan and Tommy 
Myers.

The General Election is 
set for Thursday, Aug. 2.
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Mary Tollison campaigns Tuesday on her 81st birthday for grandson Wes Williams. She is joined on Court Square by Abe Perkins as they try to attract 
the attention of passing motorists.

Election
Continued from page 1A

In Warren County, there 
are 11 schools in the system 
responsible for educating 
around 6,500 students 
annually. When a teacher is 
unable to work, a substitute 
teacher is needed.

The current substitute 
teacher pool is 127. Audrey 
Morgan, who works for 
Kelly Educational Staffing 
which oversees local substi-

tute teachers, said they can 
always use more subs.

“This year, it has been a 
give and take,” said Morgan. 
“I’ll hire two and lose one 
and then the next week I 
may not hire any and lose 
three. The economy has 
picked up so there are some 
jobs that are better paying 
than substitutes. Substitute 
teachers actually make less 
than a janitor, cafeteria 
worker… than anyone else. 
They are the lowest paid in 
the scale.” 

A substitute teacher is 
paid around $50 a day, typi-
cally working from 7:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. with responsi-
bilities varying based on the 
assignment. However, there 
are many factors that influ-
ence a sub’s salary. 
Substitute teachers are only 
needed when the full-time 
teacher is out so there are 
days when there is no work.

Like Morgan, Warren 
County High School execu-
tive principal Jimmy Walker 
attributes the good econo-

my to the lack of subs.
“When the economy is 

going good, these people 
find better-paying jobs,” 
said Walker. “It is really 
hard to cover when you 
have a shortage. We ask 
people to cover and double 
up and they do a good job 
and never complain.”

Even with the all the 
recruiting efforts and incen-
tives offered by Kelly 
Educational Staffing, 
Morgan said the last two 
years have been a struggle. 

She believes 
increasing the pay 
would be a huge 
help in the reten-
tion of substitutes.

Warren County 
Director of 
Schools Bobby 
Cox said that 
since he has been 
on the Warren 
County Board of 
Education, there 
has not been a 
pay increase for substitute 
teachers.

“We continue to discuss 
a pay raise for our subs,” 
said Cox. “We have not 
changed our rate. I’ve been 
very open and honest with 
them that it’s really a bud-
geting thing. If there is a 
way, we can look increas-
ing maybe $5 a day, that’s 
something.”

School Board 
member Bill 
Zechman added, 
“The translation 
of that is that we 
view substitute 
teaching as an 
unfortunate acci-
dent. It’s not 
something we 
plan for, it’s just 
something we’ve 
got to do and we 
are not paying 

much attention to it. It 
comes back to a policy deci-
sion, which comes back to 
money, which we don’t 
have.” 

At last Thursday’s School 
Board meeting, members 
discussed several options 
about ways to increase sub-
stitute teacher pay, but 
nothing appears very 
definitive at this point.
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by LACY GARRISON
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Substitute teachers in decline amid improving economy
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