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Graduation
reflections

High school graduation
is a time to rejoice, cele-
brate and possibly take a
sigh of relief that you final-
ly made it through high
school. Whatever emotions
you experience, this is a
special time for students to
revel in the fact they fin-
ished 13 years or more of
education.

Most students will say
they are so ready to get out
of high school and take the
next step in life, maybe
continuing the education
process, or going directly
in the work force. I would
encourage getting all the
education you possibly
can, and now with the
Tennessee Promise, there is
no excuse for students not
to try to broaden their hori-
zons in a variety of fields.

Recently the county has
celebrated high school
graduations from FE.C.
Boyd Christian, Covenant
Academy and Warren
County High School. Boyd
honored 16  seniors,
Covenant had 5 graduates,
but Warren County pre-
sented 405 diplomas at the
graduation ceremony.

Let me share my 1969
graduation experience at
Irving  College High
School. Yes, I'm old, but I
like to think living life has
made me a little wiser. In
1969 there were high
schools at Morrison,
Dibrell, Centertown, Irving
College, City and Central,
all with varying class sizes.
Of course City and Central
had higher numbers than
the outlying county
schools.

High school life at Irving
College was a good time
for me, and I would say
most of my 37 classmates.
Yes, we only had a gradu-
ating class of 37, so we
were close to each other,
many attending just the
one school all their lives.
When I see the numbers at
today’s high school, I
almost cringe, because I
wonder what these stu-
dents are missing. Yes, they
have more educational
opportunities in an abun-
dance of class options, with
some earning college cred-
its while in high school,
but I can’t stop wondering
if it’s beneficial to all? How
many get lost in the shuffle
of students?

We had the sense of
security with our teachers,
usually having small class-
es, receiving lots of one-on-
one instruction. Many of
these teachers and coaches
made life-long impressions
on me. Vivian Dodson,
Samuel Boyd, J.K. Stanley
and Bobbie Sharpe are at
the top of my list, followed
by many others.

Yes, we were a close
group of kids, going to ball
games and hanging out on
the weekends together. At
this school, I met my future
husband in the fifth grade,
not that he was interested
in me at that time. I like to
say he changed his mind in
the seventh grade when I
returned to the school after
living in Florida for a
while. From then on we
were off and on, breaking
up and getting back togeth-
er all through high school.
We graduated together in
May 1969 and married
June 1, making this our
40t anniversary in two
special moments in our
lives.

Yes, times and students
have changed, and I under-
stand this as well as any-
one. My hope for all the
graduates is they make the
best of their lives, work
hard, and take advantage
of all the opportunities
provided to them.
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Lisa Hobbs
and James Clark photos
Autumn Marie Lud-
wikowski waves as she
makes her way around
the track at Nunley
Stadium.

Class 0f 2018
bids farewell
to WCHS

Smiling for the camera are happy seniors, from left, Danielle Foster and Kelsey

Payton Cook is all smiles before receiving Gross, as classmate Erin Lane captures the memorie for all time. Graduation was

his WCHS diploma.

held Friday, with 405 diplomas awarded.

graduation. They are, from left, Kyra Garrison, Harley Bell, Madalynn Musica selecfons wre rovided ding t radua-
tion ceremony by the high school band.

Pack and Zane Maxwell.
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Senior members of the WCHS choir sing “A Million Dreams” during [ i

duate Rob Humphrey makes a move
while playing a giant Connect Four game at Proj-
ect Graduation. Humphrey says his plans include
studying biochemistry with hopes of becoming
a doctor. With that ambition, beating his friend

Matthew Coppinger in Connect Four wasn’t that  Gabriel Totherow takes action to avoid getting hit in the face with an

tough.

inflatable wrecking ball at Project Graduation at McMinnville Civic Center.
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