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4 COURTS NOW AVAILABLE FOR PLAY!
at the McMinnville

Civic Center
League Starting Dates & Times

League 2.5
- For players new to the sport 

& need basic instruction

June 4th 6-7pm
play on Mon. & Thurs. 10:30am

June 5th 6-7pm
play on Tues. & Thurs. 6pm

League 3.0
- For beginners who know 

the basics

June 4th 7-8pm
play on Mon. & Thurs. 11:30am

June 5th 7-8pm
play on Tues. & Thurs. 7pm

500 Garfield St., McMinnville • 931-473-1212
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Rental 
Equipment Available
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There’s only a handful of 
Warren County residents 
who I would say like the 
NBA more than I do. It’s 
easily my favorite sport, 
making me the minority 
amid the crazed Titans, 
Predators and Braves fans 
who love the NFL, NHL and 
MLB – not to mention those 
who think college sports are 
the only pure sports played.

As an unofficial ambassa-
dor for the NBA, here’s all I 
can say about this year’s 
Finals matchup between the 
Warriors and Cavaliers: I’m 
as bored with it as every-
body else.

On its face, it should be an 
intriguing matchup. The 
Warriors could add a third 
title in four years to a resume 
which already includes an 
NBA record 73-win season 
in 2016. LeBron James is 
playing in his eighth straight 
NBA Finals, with most ready 
to anoint him the best player 
of all time if he pulls a mon-
umental upset over the next 
two weeks. 

The stakes are there, but 
the drama likely won’t be.

The fourth installment of 
this matchup looks like the 
worst to date. Even if Andre 
Iguodala – the 2015 Finals 
MVP – doesn’t suit up for 
the Warriors, there’s little 
hope James is dragging his 
rag-tag group to a title over 
one the greatest assembled 
teams in NBA history.

Over the course of a 
48-minute game, the 
Warriors are usually able to 
keep at least one of their two 
former NBA MVPs – Steph 
Curry and Kevin Durant – 
on the court. If they decide to 
take a rest together, then 
Golden State is left to lean on 
two all-stars, Klay 
Thompson and Draymond 
Green. And oh yeah, there’s 
Iguodala, a former all-star 
before joining the juggernaut 
in 2013.

James is a force of nature, 
a 6-foot-9, 280-pound loco-
motive without an athletic 
equal. But even the King 
can’t win going 1-on-5, and 
that’s what it going to feel 
like starting Thursday when 
the Warriors focus all their 
energy to slow down James.

The Warriors won the first 
matchup in 2015 in six 
games, only to see James 
and Kyrie Irving spoil their 
record-setting regular sea-
son in 2016. Then Durant 
joined the fold, leading 
Golden State to a five-game 
romp last June.

Irving is gone now, leav-
ing Lebron’s cupboard barer 
than ever before. Even if 
Kevin Love clears concus-
sion protocol, he’ll be return-
ing just in time to have his 
head spinning trying to keep 
up with the Warriors ball 
movement and shooting.

This was the series every-
body predicted before the 
season, with the Warriors 
greatness and Lebron’s rule 
of the Eastern Conference 
seeming like a foregone con-
clusion.

The only surer bet at the 
start of the year was if the 
rematch was to happen, 
Golden State would lift the 
Larry O’Brien trophy once 
again.

Warriors in four. 

Another 
NBA finals 
rematch Superlatives keep rolling 

in for Warren County High 
School spring sports teams.

John Jackson highlighted 
the honors for the Pioneer 
soccer team, with the fresh-
man garnering co-midfield 
MVP honors in District 
6AAA. Senior James Jackson 
and sophomore Jerry Mrema 
were selected on the first-
team, all-district list, while 
senior Etson Mendez and 
junior Rob Phillips were 
named on the second team.

Warren County (10-8) was 
ousted in the opening round 
of the district tournament 2-0 
by Rhea County, but it didn’t 
stop district coaches from 
celebrating the talents of sev-
eral Pioneers.

John Jackson made an 
immediate impact during his 
freshman year, finishing sec-
ond on the team in goals 
while also playing a vital role 
in the middle. His relentless 
attitude was contagious, as 
his constant pressure helped 
spur the Pioneer offense.

“He just never quits,” said 
coach Matt Jackson. “John is 
willing to do whatever it 
takes – setting up teammates 
for shots or taking aim from 
distance. He’s hard working 

and a team player.”
The freshman shared the 

midfield award with Rhea 
County’s Justin Price. 

A former district MVP 
himself, James Jackson set-
tled for an all-district nod in 
his final season. One of the 
school’s leading scorers, 
James netted 18 goals as the 
top offensive option. The 
senior may have been able to 
make a run at district MVP 
again, which went to the dis-
trict’s leading scorer 
Christian Newport (Rhea 
County), but James spent a 
large portion of the season 
filling holes on defense.

“James is a standout play-
er. I think the first-team 
honor shows his value in the 
ability to play both posi-
tions,” said coach Jackson. 
“He played defense for us 
and scored a lot of goals. He 
was very important part of 
the team.”

The Jackson brothers were 
often found in scoring posi-
tion by Mrema, a talented 
offensive player who often 
defers to his teammates. 
Mrema patrolled the mid-
field, calmly looking for 
players to spring open offen-
sively while also containing 
opponents. His unselfishness 
on offense stood out.

Five Pioneers earn all-district honors

by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

John Jackson named
6AAA midfield MVP
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Jeffery Simmons photo
Freshman John Jackson made an instant impact for the wCHs soccer 

team. Jackson was selected as co-midfield MVP in district 6AAA, sharing 
the honor with Rhea County's Justin Price.

Football fans looking for a 
summer fix are in luck. The 
Tennessee Lightning Bolts are 
coming to town this Saturday.

The Lightning Bolts, a semi-
pro football team which com-
petes in the Gridiron 
Developmental Football League, 
will take on the Georgia Knights 
at 7 p.m. at Bobby Ray 
Elementary. 

Pioneer fans will recognize at 
least one member for the 
Lightning Bolts. Former Warren 
County kicker Jakob Morin is a 
member of the Bolts, which fea-
tures players from all over the 
Midstate. The league is geared 
to players from ages 18-25 who 
are looking to get noticed for the 
next level.

Former Shelbyville standouts 
Adam Morris, Morgan Johnson, 

Travon Wills and Trey Davidson 
bolster the Bolts roster, along 
with former Austin Peay receiv-
er Deshawn Stallworth.

The gates open at 4 p.m. 
Admission is $8 for adults and 

Taking charge

File photo
warren County graduate and former Pioneer Andy southard, 

left, was recently named the new softball coach at white County 
High school. southard has spent the last five seasons coaching in 
sparta, including time with the baseball and softball programs.

Semi-pro football 
coming to town
by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Former Pioneer kicker Jakob 
Morin is part of the Tennessee 
Lightning Bolts and will be in 
action this saturday at 7 p.m.

Jacob Dodd photo
Journey Cowan 

was one of 27 play-
ers named to the 
wCHs soccer team.

Making the cut
For just the second time in 

the last decade, Todd 
Willmore will be the lone 
Willmore on the sidelines for 
the Lady Pioneer soccer team 
when the season starts in 
August. 

The longtime head coach 
has presided over a number 
of talented squads, many of 
which have featured his 
daughters, including last 
year’s all-region selection 
Sally Willmore. Replacing 

Sally and fellow all-district 
honoree Abby Roller from a 
region-qualifier won’t be easy, 
but the head coach started the 
process last week.

The WCHS roster was 
released over the weekend, 
with 13 varsity and 14 junior 
varsity players making the 
cut.

Juniors Sam Ramsey and 
Savannah Cox return to bol-
ster the roster, giving Willmore 
a pair of all-district selections 
to build around. Talented 
scorer MaKenna Mason also 
returns for her junior season, 
as do Sarai Ruiz, Julia Taylor 

and Kade Wilcher.
Gwynie Simpson and 

Rachel Stewart are the lone 
seniors of the varsity squad, 
while sophomores Sarah 
Badger and Journey Cowan 
return to the fold after getting 
varsity experience as fresh-
men.

Freshmen Natalie Stepien, 
Katie Toney and Breezy 
Wanamaker, who helped the 
WCMS soccer team to back-
to-back CTC titles, are also 
slated to play varsity this sea-
son.

by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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