
You've already heard the recent 
story: Amazon's voice-activated Echo 
device secretly recorded a couple's pri-
vate conversations and then sent 
recordings to a random person. That's 
the short version, and it has several 
things wrong with it. 

First, of course Alexa is listening to 
you. How would it hear the wake-up 
word "Alexa" if it didn't? It also 
records your every request -- not to 
spy on you, but to get better at under-
standing what you want it to do. If 
you say, "Alexa, put Shredded Wheat 
on my shopping list" 
once a month, then even 
if you slur your words 
one day, it will ask, "Did 
you want to add 
Shredded Wheat to your 
shopping list?"

Before we get to the 
invasion of privacy, 
imagine if your healthcare provider or 
your bank had designed Alexa. You 
would say, "I want to speak to a repre-
sentative," and it would answer, "Yes, 
we will find you a cheesecake." 
Compared to the average comput-
er-voice interaction, asking Alexa to 
do something seems like magic. Even 
with my Southern accent, it only took 
a few days before it learned that when 
I say "Wendy" I don't mean "windy," 
and when I say "hair a cane," I mean 
"hurricane."

But if you really don't want it to lis-
ten in the background, waiting for you 
to ask it something, there's a well-
marked button on top of the device 
with a picture of a microphone with a 
line through it. It's the off button for 
the microphone. Very handy if you 
have someone named Alexa living in 
your house.

The second thing wrong with that 

story: The device didn't send the 
audio files to some random person, as 
widely reported. It sent them to some-
one in the family's contact list. You can 
use Alexa as a phone, but only if: 1. 
The other person you're calling has an 
Echo device, and 2. They are on your 
contact list, and 3. They accept your 
invitation. 

In short, you can set up Alexa so 
that all you have do is say, "Call 
Mom," and just start talking. Most 
modern cars let you set up your 
phone the same way. 

Can unexpected 
things happen? Sure. 
Is it perfect? Well, 
that's a good ques-
tion. What product 
is perfect, exactly? Is 
your car perfect? 
Your washing 
machine? Has your 

flight ever been delayed?
And what is privacy in this day and 

age? If you have a loyalty card from a 
grocery store, an airline or a credit 
card, they already know more about 
you than the IRS. My electric compa-
ny wants my Social Security number. 
Why? Are they afraid someone else 
will pay my bill?

When I Googled a few news sites to 
collect the details on this story, the first 
thing that popped up was "This site 
uses cookies, blah, blah, blah." They 
are collecting information about me 
trying to collect news about a story 
about an invasion of privacy, so they 
can sell it to people who want to 
know everything they can about me.

Are devices like Alexa really the 
problem? As if Amazon doesn't 
already know everything about me. 

Contact Jim Mullen at mullen.jim@
gmail.com.

Donald Trump is riding a wave of 
popularity, at least by Trump stan-
dards.

The president's job approval rating 
hit 44.6 percent this week in the 
RealClearPolitics average of polls. 
That is the highest it has been since 
March 2017. And while that is not 
high by any measure, it is good for 
Trump, who has never been higher 
than 46 percent in the poll average. 

The question is what effect 
Trump's improved ratings -- should 
they last until November -- will have 
on the midterm elections.

There is a traditional relationship 
between presidential 
job approval and mid-
term results. But it's not 
clear whether that rela-
tionship will hold up 
when Trump is 
involved.

"When a president 
has job approval ratings 
of 50 percent or higher, his party 
tends to keep its losses fairly low," 
political analyst Charlie Cook wrote 
last year. "But in six of the seven 
midterm elections since 1966, when 
presidential approval ratings hov-
ered below 50 percent, his party has 
lost two dozen or more seats in the 
House, giving the opposition party a 
majority the next year."

If that holds, and Trump remains 
below 50 percent, it's a reasonable 
guess the GOP will lose enough seats 
to give Democrats control of the 
House.

The last dozen years have seen 
extremes in midterms. In 2006, with 
George W. Bush at 39 percent job 
approval, Republicans got clobbered, 
losing 30 seats.

In 2010, with Barack Obama at 45.4 
percent job approval, the damage 
was even worse: Democrats lost a 
devastating 63 seats in the House. 

But then, in 2014, with Obama at 
42 percent job approval -- below 
where Trump is today -- House 
Democrats, already in the minority, 
lost a modest 13 seats.

One reason for Republican caution, 
Anderson explains, is this year it will 
be easier for moderates to cast an 
anti-Trump vote than it was in 2016.

"In 2016, people who for whatever 
reason didn't like Trump had to 
swallow hard and vote for Hillary to 
show their displeasure," Anderson 
explains. "That's some nasty castor 
oil right there, and many refused to 
take it. The fear in 2018 for 

Republicans is that 
voters who don't 
like Trump can 
send him a message 
-- by voting against 
his party -- and this 
time they don't 
have to vote for 
Hillary in order to 

punish Trump."
Given that, Anderson says, "I do 

think Trump's approval numbers will 
matter this fall ... [and] already this 
year we have seen small shifts that 
have pretty dramatic consequences."

On the other hand, another GOP 
strategist working on multiple races, 
who asked to remain anonymous, 
takes a more nuanced, and ultimate-
ly more optimistic, position.

None of that tells what will hap-
pen in November 2018. But it's sim-
ply not enough to say that Trump is 
unpopular, and therefore 
Republicans will lose. Given the 
nation's experience in 2016, the pres-
ence of Trump, even though he is not 
on the ballot, makes the coming mid-
terms more complex than midterms 
in the past, and extremely hard to 
predict.

Byron York is chief political correspon-
dent for The Washington Examiner.

Showing up does
make a difference

Sometimes you unexpectedly real-
ize a personal flaw and that inner 
voice, (personally I believe it’s the 
Holy Spirit) begins pulling at your 
heart strings. For me, I experienced 
this during a brief conversation with 
cancer survivor Gretchen Rhea at 
Relay for Life. When I asked her, 
“What does Relay for Life mean to 
you?” her emotional response loos-
ened some hardened part of my 
heart. 

“It’s emotional to me because we’re 
here,” said Rhea. “I’ve got a brother-
in-law who has just been diagnosed 
and I lost a good friend this morning 
to it. We have another friend that his 
daughter, Katelyn Smith, is now 
going through it and she just gradu-
ated from high school. I don’t mind it 
so much for myself, someone older, 
but these young people, you hate to 
see them get it with their whole life 
ahead of them. It’s heartbreaking.”

During this fleeting moment, I real-
ized just how much showing up to 
community events and fundraisers 
means. I saw my fourth-grade teach-
er, Mrs. Joyce Smith, who recently 
lost her husband to cancer. She was 
sitting on the sidewalk with her fami-
ly. How often had I skipped this 
event in my youth because of the heat 
or because of some selfish desire to 
do something else? How many times 
had I complained about something 
insignificant? Suddenly, I felt 
ashamed and ungrateful for God’s 
blessings in my life, including my 
health.

It’s truly sad how quickly apathetic 
your heart can become if you let it. 
However, I’m not immune to the 
effects of cancer. In fact, my first 
encounter with death was when my 
dear Aunt Carmen lost her battle 
with breast cancer. As an elementary 
schooler, I remember struggling to 
grapple with the reality she was 
gone. I just thought the disease 
caused hair loss and nausea. The 
thought of her beautiful and large 
collection of porcelain dolls being 
separated and no longer meeting at 
her house for family Christmases 
brought me to tears.

I guess it’s easier to underestimate 
ourselves and to believe our influence 
and impact is less than it is. I also 
think this belief hinders our involve-
ment and eases our mind from guilt. 
It’s ironic that I should talk with Mrs. 
Smith at Relay for Life because it was 
in her class that I was required to 
choose a poem to memorize and 
recite to the class. I chose the one 
below.

“A careful man I want to be;
A little fellow follows me.
I do not dare to go astray
For fear he'll go the self-same way.
I cannot once escape his eyes,
Whate'er he sees me do, he tries.
Like me he says he's going to be;
The little chap who follows me.
 I must remember as I go
 Through summer's sun and win-

ter's snow,
 I'm building for the years to be;
 The little chap who follows me.”
I still remember this and her 

impact on my life. One person can 
make a difference. If you didn’t have 
the opportunity to attend Relay for 
Life this year, please consider show-
ing up next year because it matters to 
so many in our community.

Standard reporter Lacy Garrison can 
be reached at 473-2191.
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Last month, the unem-
ployment rate fell to an 
18-year low of 3.8 percent 
nationally. 

Those who study these 
things say that an unem-
ployment rate below 5 per-
cent is actually "full 
employment" since a num-
ber that low can be 
explained by folks moving, 
switching jobs or just get-
ting out of college. So 3.8 
percent means if you want 
a job, you can find one.

The long-term economic 
trend looks even better. 
Steady job growth and low 
taxes should boost spend-
ing by We the People, help-
ing to move this country 
from rebound to slam-dunk 
in the coming years.

So why ruin it all?
Many presidents take too 

much of the blame when 
the economy goes sour, and 
many presidents take too 
much of the credit when 
the economy is humming 
right along. But the current 
occupant of the Oval Office 
actually deserves much of 
the credit this time. His 
(and his party's) tax cuts are 
doing what tax cuts do.

On the very day all this 
great economic news was 
making headlines, another 
headline appeared in 
Arkansas' Newspaper: 
"U.S. goes ahead with tar-
iffs"

Why?
The administration says 

it's going to impose tariffs 
on metals imported by 
some of this nation's closest 

allies. The announcement 
said this country will 
impose a 25-percent tariff 
on steel and a 10-percent 
tariff on aluminum. Which 
will be applied against 
imports from the European 
Union, Canada and Mexico.

Officials in those coun-
tries responded immediate-
ly, warning of retalia-
tion--not only on metals, 
but other things that will 
hit the heartland where it 
hurts. That is, in our wal-
lets. Our allies say they're 
now looking at tariffs on 
clothing, cheese and meats. 
Meats, such as the kind 
Arkansas produces.

All this on top of a possi-
ble trade war with a nation 
that's not an ally but an 
important trading partner: 
Red China. 

We're reminded of a pop-
ulist politician, back in 
2016, campaigning for pres-
ident by defending tariffs, 
pooh-poohing free trade 
agreements and promising 
to turn back time to an era 
when the nation's economy 
was based on blue-collar 
workers in highly paid 
union jobs of the industrial 
past. But his name was 
Bernie Sanders.

We didn't need a Bernie 
Sanders economy in 2016. 
And we don't need one in 
2018.

When it comes to tariffs, 
Mr. President, let's not.
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Unneeded tariffs may
derail strong economy

Q: Do you think Warren County 
should elect all 24 of its County 
Commissioners at the same time?

 YES 42 percent
 NO  58 percent
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