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The excitement of Bonnaroo 
is spilling from the main stages 
to the campgrounds as the fes-
tival prepares to launch its 
17th year this Thursday in 
Manchester.

More barns and performance 
halls have been constructed 
among the hundreds of camp-
ing acres at Bonnaroo to bring 
chefs, comedians, and even a 
New York nightclub to the 700-
acre farm. The camping areas 
now include four permanent 
performance venues, up from 
two last year.

“Bonnaroo is trying to 
spread out the experience and 
not just have entertainment 
happening in Centeroo, but to 
extend it out and have it in the 
campgrounds,” said Bonnaroo 
promoter Ken Weinstein, who 
has been with the festival since 
its inception. “Bonnaroo is 
putting a lot of emphasis on 
the experience side of the festi-
val and making meaningful 
connections that last for 365 
days, not just four days. How 
does Bonnaroo stand out in the 
mix of all the festivals out 
there? No other festival is 24-7 
and there’s no other experi-
ence like it. People want to 
come for the Bonnaroo experi-

ence because it’s so unique.”
The campgrounds are no 

longer viewed as a spot just to 
grab a few winks, but as their 
own communities. Festival-
goers can select a campground 
that fits their lifestyle with 
activities that are planned 
accordingly. 

One of the new permanent 
campground venues will be 
home to the House of Yes, the 
famed New York nightspot 
known for its dance parties 
that are combined with acro-
batic circus shows. House of 
Yes will also offer theatrical 
performances that are ruth-
lessly blended with rock 
shows.

At another campground 
area, Matt Shultz of Cage the 
Elephant will be among the 
campers and he will spearhead 
a wide range of activities from 
painting to parties.

At another campground, 
comedy routines will be 
offered from 5 to 6 p.m. daily, 
along with late-night vinyl 
record sets.

Bonnaroo tickets are still 
available at Bonnaroo.com.

Since its start in 2002, 
Bonnaroo continues to be one 
of the most popular music fes-
tivals in America. Over the 
years, the Tennessee Highway 
Patrol has worked hard to min-
imize traffic jams, but the 

influx of thousands of festi-
val-goers likely means there 
will be some delays around 
Manchester and I-24 beginning 
Wednesday afternoon.

Bonnaroo officially opens its 
gates Wednesday at 8 p.m. and 
state troopers will be on hand 
24 hours a day patrolling on 
the ground and by air.

“The No. 1 goal of the 
Tennessee Highway Patrol is 
to reduce traffic-related inci-
dents and fatalities,” said THP 
Col. Dereck Stewart.

House of Yes is a new addition to Bonnaroo this year and will have nightly events at a 
permanent venue in the campgrounds.
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Bonnaroo buzzing with additions
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Judge Bill Locke heard the 
following cases Thursday in 
Traffic Court:

Charlie J. King was 
ordered to serve nine months 
and pay a $250 fine for sim-
ple possession, driving on a 
revoked license 10th offense, 
and resisting stop.

Jesse Tyler Crosslin was 
ordered to serve 48 hours of 
an 11-month, 29-day sen-
tence for driving on a 
revoked license second 
offense.

Dustin D. Daum was 
ordered to serve 5 days of an 
11-month, 29-day sentence 
for driving on a revoked 
license second offense.

In separate cases, James 
Robert Jones and Desmond 
C. Flanigan were ordered 
to serve 48 hours of six-

month sentences for driv-
ing on a revoked license.

Wilburn King III was 
ordered to serve 48 hours 
of an 11-29 sentence for 
driving on a suspended 
license second offense.

Cindy R. Layne was 
ordered to serve 60 days of 
an 11-29 sentence for pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia, possession of meth, 
and driving on a revoked 
license. She was fined 
$950.

Robert Roddey was 
ordered to serve 210 days 
for violation of probation 
and driving on a revoked 
license second offense.

Jeffery C. White was 
ordered to serve 48 hours 
for driving while license 
suspended.

Supreme Court ruling
leaves questions for
same-sex couple rights

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Supreme Court ruled 
for a Colorado baker who 
wouldn’t make a wedding 
cake for a same-sex couple in 
a limited decision that leaves 
for another day the larger 
issue of whether a business 
can invoke religious objec-
tions to refuse service to gay 
and lesbian people.

The justices’ decision 
Monday turned on what the 
court described as anti-reli-
gious bias on the Colorado 
Civil Rights Commission 
when it ruled against baker 
Jack Phillips. The justices 
voted 7-2 that the commis-
sion violated Phillips’ rights 
under the First Amendment.

The case had been eagerly 
anticipated as, variously, a 
potentially strong statement 
about the rights of LGBT 
people or the court’s first 
ruling carving out excep-
tions to an anti-discrimina-
tion law. In the end, the deci-
sion was modest enough to 
attract the votes of liberal 
and conservative justices on 
a subject that had the poten-
tial for sharp division.

Justice Anthony Kennedy 
said in his majority opinion 
the larger issue “must await 
further elaboration” in the 
courts. Appeals in similar 
cases are pending, including 
one at the Supreme Court 
from a florist who didn’t 
want to provide flowers for 
a same-sex wedding.

The disputes, Kennedy 
wrote, “must be resolved 
with tolerance, without 
undue disrespect to sincere 
religious beliefs, and with-
out subjecting gay persons 
to indignities when they 
seek goods and services in 
an open market.”

The same-sex couple at 
the heart of the case, Charlie 
Craig and Dave Mullins, 

complained to the Colorado 
commission in 2012 after 
they visited Phillips’ 
Masterpiece Cakeshop in 
suburban Denver and the 
baker quickly told them he 
would not create a cake for 
their wedding celebration. 
They were married in 
Massachusetts because same 
sex marriage was not yet 
legal in Colorado.

Colorado law prohibits 
discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation, and the 
commission concluded that 
Phillips’ refusal violated the 
law, despite Phillips’ argu-
ment he is opposed to same-
sex marriage on religious 
grounds. Colorado state 
courts upheld the determi-
nation.

But when the justices 
heard arguments in 
December, Kennedy was 
plainly bothered by com-
ments by a commission 
member the justice said dis-
paraged religion. The com-
missioner seemed “neither 
tolerant nor respectful of Mr. 
Phillips’ religious beliefs,” 
Kennedy said in December.

That same sentiment 
coursed through his opinion 
Monday. “The commission’s 
hostility was inconsistent 
with the First Amendment’s 
guarantee that our laws be 
applied in a manner that is 
neutral toward religion,” he 
wrote.

Justices Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and Sonia 
Sotomayor dissented. 
“There is much in the court’s 
opinion with which I agree,” 
Ginsburg wrote of 
Kennedy’s repeated refer-
ences to protecting the rights 
of gay people. “I strongly 
disagree, however, with the 
court’s conclusion that Craig 
and Mullins should lose this 
case.”
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