
A silence fell over the 
crowd at Patrick Ramsey 
Field as the colors entered 
the diamond. The flag was 
raised and the "Star-
Spangled Banner" began to 
play. And with it, American 
Legion baseball was back in 
town.

The American Legion 
Post 173, featuring many of 
the standouts from the 
Pioneers this spring, was 
magnificent in its debut, 
downing Coffee County’s 
Post 78 in both games of the 
doubleheader. Post 173 won 
both games by run rule 
(eight runs after five 
innings), prevailing 10-1 in 
the opener and 13-5 in the 
nightcap.

“I loved it. You can’t start 
off a home opener better 
than that,” said Kenny 
Sweeton, the baseball chair-
man for the American 
Legion. “I think everybody 
who came out really enjoyed 
the games.”

The pageantry was in full 
effect Tuesday, with the 
American Legion’s Post 173 
sign prominently displayed 

behind the plate on the con-
cession stand and red, white 
and blue dotting the field at 
every turn. Several former 
Post 173 players were back 
for the debut, including one 
getting the honor to throw 
out the first pitch.

Jimmy Walker, longtime 
Pioneer coach and current 
WCHS principal, fired in a 
strike to catcher Braden 
Bottoms prior to the start of 
the game. As a veteran of  
American Legion baseball, 
Walker was excited to see 
the program return to town.

“I think it’s great. This 
return needed to happen,” 
said Walker. “There’s a lot of 
people here who have 
served their country who 
are giving back. I hope the 
kids remember that and 
continue to be active in the 
community in the future.”

Fans were treated to an 
offensive showcase by Post 
173, with Hunter Adams 
starting a six-run rally in the 
third inning of the opener 
with a blast to left field. His 
stand-up double off the wall 
drew a big reaction from the 
crowd, which got to see Post 
173 rip the baseball and sup-
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THE ART OF RACING
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Martin Truex Jr. has part-
nered with Kyle Busch and 
Kevin Harvick to form 
NASCAR’s power trio.

Truex Jr., last season’s 
champion, won the Pocono 
400, joining Busch and 
Harvick as the only multi-
ple winners this year. 
While Truex Jr. has not 
been as dominant this year, 
he has been fairly consis-
tent as his runner-up fin-
ishes in the two previous 
races indicate. The aero 
advantage of clean air 
proved stronger than fresh 
tires at the end of the race 
when crew chief Cole 
Pearn made a late-race 
decision to keep Truex Jr. 
out when the caution flag 
flew with 20 laps to go. The 
advantage of clean air kept 
Truex Jr. out front, manag-
ing to keep Busch in his 
rear view mirror as he sped 
to victory.

After 14 regular-season 
races in 2018, Busch (4), 
Harvick (5), and Truex (2) 
have won 11 of the races. 
Going back to the start of 
the Championship run last 
year, the three drivers have 
won 19 of the past 24 races. 
The media has just about 
conceded the three teams a 
spot in the Championship 
race in Homestead.

Just six drivers have won 
this year compared to the 
10 drivers that had won 
last year at this same point. 
That’s a good indication of 
how three drivers have 
dominated these first 14 
races.

Overall, there were 13 
winners in 2016 and 15 last 
year. This time around, 
though, Harvick and Busch 
have been so dominant 
they look like they could 
easily win a few more 
apiece before the playoffs, 
showing no sign of slow-
ing down anytime soon. 
With 12 races before the 
playoff picture is set, we 
could see a handful of oth-
ers join them. With 
Daytona and the two sum-
mer road courses in the 
mix, there’s still a chance 
for some major surprises.

The fastest car probably 
didn’t win, as so often hap-
pens at Pocono. Teams 
played different pit strate-
gies in order to gain track 
position, and that eventu-
ally decided the race. 
Harvick looked to have 
Stage 1 all wrapped up but 
Truex gradually tracked 
him down, and won the 
stage. Harvick easily won 
Stage 2. The race was cau-
tion free for race incidents 
for the first two stages, but 
as the drivers challenged 
each other for the win, four 
more caution flags flew in 
the remaining 35 laps 
resulting in the various pit 
strategies. Truex Jr. won his 
17th Monster Energy 
NASCAR Series Cup race 
in his 455th career start. He 
sits fourth in the point 
standings behind Busch, 
Harvick and Joey Logano. 

Ricky Stenhouse moved 
ahead of Alex Bowman by 
nine points to grab the last 
qualifying spot in the 
championship race.

Truex Jr. 
making 
his move 

Jeffery Simmons photos
American Legion baseball made its return to Warren County Tuesday after more than two decades of absence. Presenting 

the flag before the game was the American Legion Post 173 color guard, featuring, from left, Greg Sweeton, Harold Lough, 
Bob Argo and Paul Ramsey. 

Celebrating America's pastime
Legion Post 173 
sweeps in debut
by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

 Continued on 2B
Former WCHS coach and current school principal Jimmy Walker threw out 

the ceremonial first pitch Tuesday.

Pioneer baseball camp set for Monday
With an eye on the future, 

coach Trice Powers is encour-
aging young baseball players 
to attend the Warren County 
Pioneer baseball camp June 
11-13. Powers and his coach-
ing staff will be holding the 
camp, which will run from 
9-11:30 a.m. each day, for 
baseball players who will be 
entering grades K-8 this fall.

“This is all about teaching 
them how we play baseball 
here,” said Powers, who just 
completed his first season 
with the Pioneers, taking the 
team to the region after win-
ning 19 games. “We want 
them to walk away each day 
with something new to make 
them better.”

The camp aims to improve 
the fundamentals and 
mechanics of the players, 
both offensively and defen-
sively. New drills will be in 
place each day, with assistant 

coaches on hand as well to 
take the players through sta-
tions.

“All our coaches will have 
stations for the groups. We 
want to make sure every-
body gets a little work at 
every defensive position as 
well as work through situa-
tional things offensively,” 
said Powers. “It’s good to get 
a variety of exposure before 
kids get more position specif-
ic as they get older.”

Campers are asked to 
bring their own equipment 
and be dressed for baseball. 
Campers should bring both 
cleats and tennis shoes, in 
case the indoor facilities are 
needed.

Registration is $65 and 
Friday is the final day to reg-
ister and still receive a camp 
T-shirt. A registration form 
can be found on the Southern 
Standard Facebook page.  

Jeffery Simmons photo
Pioneer coach Trice Powers, pictured with the Post 173 team Tuesday, 

will be holding a baseball camp June 11-13 for players entering grades K-8.
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