
CLEVELAND (AP) — 
Golden State. Golden still.

Stephen Curry scored 37 
points, NBA Finals MVP 
Kevin Durant added 20 and 
a triple-double and the War-
riors stamped themselves a 
dynasty after winning their 
second straight title and 
third in four years Friday 
night, 108-85 over the Cleve-

land Cavaliers to complete 
a sweep and perhaps drive 
LeBron James from his home 
again to chase champion-
ships.

Overcoming obstacles all 
season long, the Warriors 
were not going to be denied 
and won the fourth straight 
finals matchup against 
Cleveland with ease.

"This is so hard to do and 
doing it three out of four 
years is incredible," guard 
Klay Thompson said.

It was the first sweep in 

the NBA Finals since 2007, 
when James was dismissed 
by a powerful San Antonio 
team in his first one. His 
eighth straight appearance 

didn't go well either, and 
now there's uncertainty 
where the superstar will 
play next.

James finished with 23 

points and spent the fi-
nal minutes on the bench, 
contemplating what went 
wrong and maybe his next 
move.
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“I think a big part of being 
a leader is having a compas-
sionate heart,” said Cripps, 
who also served as WCHS 
yearbook editor. “My par-
ents and Todd have definite-
ly been excellent examples 
of what leaders should look 
like.”

The workload of a senior 
who participates in as many 
activities and sports as 
Cripps could be daunting, 
but she seemed to always 
find time. Striking the right 
balance was important, even 

if it meant cramming at 
deadlines.

“Balancing is definitely a 
challenge, but there’s noth-
ing like waiting until the last 
minute to write a paper,” 
said Cripps.

As she plans for the future, 
Cripps will be taking the 
lead from somebody else. 
She plans on following in 
her father’s footsteps, with 
hopes of finishing Air Force 
basic training before enroll-
ing at MTSU.

It may only be a matter of 
time before she’s a leader 
once again.

Cripps
Continued from page 1B

Timothy Blakely scoops up a bouncing ball at 
first base for Panter Nursery during T-ball play 
Friday.

T-ball tyke

Warriors rout Cavaliers for third title in four years
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