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The wettest and wildest 
fundraiser of them all is less 
than two weeks away.

Paddlefest has been set 
for Saturday, June 23, offer-
ing participants the excite-
ment of either floating, or 
racing down, the river in a 
kayak.

The event starts at Pepper 
Branch Park and meanders 
down the Barren Fork River, 
a trip that combines peace-
ful water with occasional 
rapids. Participants will 
float to the Collins River, 
where the water runs deep 
and the current is slow, 
before Paddlefest ends at 

the VFW.
There are two ways to 

participate. You can choose 
to race to the finish, a 13K 
sprint, for $25. There are 
under-18 and over-18 cate-
gories for men and women 
who compete in the race.

If you prefer a more lei-
surely adventure, you can 
choose to float to the finish 
for $20. 

The race starts at 10 a.m., 
followed by the float at 
10:30 a.m.

Everyone who partici-
pates will be registered in a 
drawing for a new Jackson 
Cruise 12 kayak. Those who 
are interested in a drawing 
for a new Orion cooler or 
two Jackson Riviera kayaks, 
can purchase tickets for $10.

Paddlefest is a fundraiser 
for Kids of the Community. 
The event has capitalized on 
the popularity of kayaking, 
a hobby that’s grown to 
include 8 million regular 
participants in the United 
States, according to the 
National Sporting Goods 
Association.

Online registration is 
underway at kidsofthecom-
munity.com. Those who 
register before this Saturday, 
June 16, receive a $5 dis-
count. Day-of registration 
begins at 9 a.m. June 23.

For information about 
renting a kayak, call Smooth 
Rapids at (931) 452-9251. 

For information about 
Paddlefest, call Pam 
Pescevic at (928) 713-5014.

Dozens of kayakers are expected to assemble at Pepper Branch Park on 
Saturday, June 23, for Paddlefest. On-site registration begins at 9 a.m., fol-
lowed by the race at 10 a.m., and the float at 10:30 a.m.

Paddlefest splashes in June 23

MANCHESTER (AP) — 
Four paramedics work-
ing at the Bonnaroo 
Music & Arts Festival 
have been hospitalized 
for possible carbon mon-
oxide poisoning.

Coffee County Sheriff’s 
Office spokesman Lucky 
Knott tells news outlets it 
appears the exhaust of a 
generator used to power 
the recreational vehicle 
they were staying in was 
blocked. 

One of the paramedics 
woke up Monday and 
was able to get help.

Three were airlifted to 
hospitals, while the 
fourth was taken to an 
area hospital. Their 
names and conditions 
haven’t been released.

Knott says the para-
medics are not employed 
by Coffee County’s emer-
gency medical services.

The sheriff’s office says 
at least 37 Bonnaroo 
attendees had been hos-
pitalized as of Monday 
morning. The festival 
recorded a fatality on its 
second day, when 
32-year-old Michael 
Donivan Craddock Jr. 
was found dead in his 
car.

SEVIERVILLE (AP) — A 
63-year-old woman has 
survived a 40-foot fall at 
Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park.

Park spokeswoman 
Dana Soehn tells the 
Asheville Citizen-
Times that Mary Moore 
fell from Laurel Falls on 
the Tennessee side of the 
park Monday morning. A 
rescue team secured the 
Florida woman in a litter 
and lifted her back up to 
the trail. Emergency 
responders carried her 
more than a mile to the 
trailhead, from where 

she was taken to a hospi-
tal.

Soehn says Moore suf-
fered multiple injuries, 
but remained alert 
throughout the rescue 
operation.

Soehn says the Laurel 
Falls Trail is the park’s 
most popular trail. She 
says the number of peo-
ple on the trail has con-
tributed to a lot of slips 
and falls, but she’s not 
aware of any fatalities.

NASHVILLE (AP) — A 
former Tennessee airport 
worker has pleaded 
guilty to a federal charge 
for fraudulently buying 
and re-selling $134,600 in 
cellphones.

U.S. Attorney Donald 
Cochran’s office says 
52-year-old John Pat 
Banister Sr. pleaded 
guilty Monday to the 
mail fraud charge from 
his time as a telecommu-
nications service manag-
er at the Metropolitan 
Nashvil le  Airport 
Authority, which over-
s e e s  N a s h v i l l e 
International Airport.

Prosecutors say the 
Springfield man used his 
airport credentials to 
fraudulently order 282 
cellphones at the author-
ity’s expense and sell 
them for profit.

During a plea hearing 
Monday, prosecutors say 
Banister admitted to the 
scheme spanning 
February 2015 through 
January 2017.

They say he faces up to 
20 years in prison and a 
$250,000 maximum fine.
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Four Bonnaroo paramedics hospitalized

by JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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Upcoming second-grader Katherine Brickles reads “The Most Magnificent 

Thing” with her mom Desiree Brickles. During “Thirsty Thursday” at West 
Elementary, parents are invited to come sit with their children, enjoy drinks 
and cookies, and read together.

Read to be Ready provides
kids with the chance to excel

The Young Scholar ’s 
Institute isn’t the only 
program offering learn-
ing opportunities for chil-
dren this summer. During 
the month of June at West 
Elementary, Read to be 
Ready Summer Reading 
Camp is providing rich 
reading and writing 
opportunities for rising 
first-, second-, and 
third-graders.

“The kids are from 
West, Bobby Ray and 
Hickory Creek,” said pro-
gram director Christie 
Allison. “We are trying to 
instill a love for reading 
in these children so we 
meet Mondays through 
Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. this month.”

Through a Read to be 
Ready summer grant, 
struggling readers will go 
home with $300 worth of 
high-quality, hardback 
books at different levels 
and interests. Most stu-
dents can’t resist a peek 
into the inviting book 
room, which has tables 
stacked and displayed 
with colorful new books.

“I love going to the 
book room,” said upcom-
ing second-grader 
Katherine Brickles. “For 
my first book, I chose 
‘Maybe Something 
Beautiful’ and I fell in 

love with that book. It’s 
about a great city and a 
girl who paints on walls 
and makes the city more 
beautiful.”

Each day, students par-
ticipate in an interactive 
read aloud, independent 
and small group reading, 
and a writing activity. 
This week’s theme is “I 
can be a performer” with 
the focus on music. After 
reading “I Got Rhythm,” 
students listened to songs 
like “Happy” by Pharrel 
Williams and discussed 
how the music made 
them feel. Afterward, stu-
dents listened to a clari-
net performance before 
creating their own 
stringed instrument using 
paper plates, paint sticks 
and rubber bands.

Second-grade teacher 
Vanessa Cannon is one of 
the 15 teachers on the YSI 
staff. She says they are 
working hard to provide 
ways to show students 
what they’re reading has 
a real connection to the 
world we live in.

“It’s fun and exciting 
and the kids are involved 
in real-life reading, not 
just educational school 
work,” said Cannon. 
“They are seeing that it’s 
not just sitting down and 
reading a book constant-
ly, but in the real world 
it’s something we have to 
do. For example, in a cou-
ple of weeks, we will read 

a recipe from a cookbook, 
take them to the Farmers 
Market and then come 
back and make salsa to 
eat.”

Teachers also encour-
age parental involvement 
so on “Thirsty Thursdays” 
parents are invited to 
come and sit with their 
children, enjoy snacks 
and cookies, and read 
together. Parent Desiree 
Brickles said her daugh-
ter has had a blast so far.

“She’s excited about 
getting her 20 books and 
otherwise, she’d be with 
my parents through the 
summer and I figured 
this would help her read 
a bit better,” said Brickles 
with a smile.

Besides receiving free 
breakfast, lunch and 
snacks, students with 
signed permission slips 
will also be getting a cav-
ity-preventive sealant on 
their teeth by dental 
hygienist Susie Taylor, 
who works for the 
Tennessee Department of 
Health. Taylor will also 
be teaching students 
about dental hygiene for 
healthy teeth, along with 
providing free tooth-
brushes and toothpaste.

With three weeks of 
learning ahead, this pro-
gram has 70 students 
excited to improve their 
reading and show off 
their personal collection 
of children’s books. 

by LACY GARRISON
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

JOHN MORGAN
IS READY TO SERVE

JOHN
MORGAN
warren co. sherriff

VOTE
FOR

POLITICAL AD PAID FOR AND APPROVED BY JOHN T. MORGAN, CANDIDATE

With over 40 years of military and law enforcement experience, John 
Morgan has the knowledge and skills to protect the people of Warren 

County and the integrity to do what is right.

I will stand-up to crime, so that our honest, hard-working 
citizens are not victims of the lawless.

I am asking for your vote August 2
Early Voting: July 13-28

26
42

1

American charitable
donations total $410B

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Fueled by a surging stock 
market and huge gifts from 
billionaires, charitable giv-
ing in the United States in 
2017 topped the $400 billion 
mark for the first time, 
according to the latest com-
prehensive report on 
Americans’ giving patterns.

The Giving USA report, 
released Tuesday, said giv-
ing from individuals, 
estates, foundations and 
corporations reached an 
estimated $410 billion in 
2017 — more than the gross 
domestic product of coun-
tries such as Israel and 
Ireland. The total was up 5.2 
percent in current dollars 

from the estimate of $389.64 
billion for 2016.

“ A m e r i c a n s ’ 
record-breaking charitable 
giving in 2017 demonstrates 
that even in divisive times 
our commitment to philan-
thropy is solid,” said Aggie 
Sweeney, chair of Giving 
USA Foundation, which 
publishes the annual report

Giving increased in eight 
of the nine charitable sectors 
identified by Giving USA. 
The only decline was for 
areas related to internation-
al affairs.

The biggest increase was 
in giving to foundations — 
up 15.5 percent. That surge 
was driven by large gifts 

from major philanthropists 
to their own foundations — 
including $1 billion from 
Dell Technologies CEO 
Michael Dell and his wife, 
Susan, and $2 billion from 
Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg and his wife, 
Priscilla Chan.

Despite the record-set-
ting total, Americans’ level 
of generosity is no higher 
than it was decades ago. 
For 2017, giving by indi-
viduals represented 2 per-
cent of total disposable 
income — down from 2.4 
percent in 2000 and the 
same as the rate in 1978. 
For 2017, that figure was 
2.1 percent.
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