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McMinnville Public
Works Department has a
new garbage truck after an
emergency purchase last
week.

Before the $253,613 pur-
chase was made, the depart-
ment was down to one 2000
model front-end loader for
its waste collection, a poten-
tial disaster for the city’s ser-
vice.

“If we lose the truck we
have, we have a lot of six-
day-a-week  customers,”
said Public Works assistant
director Brad Hennessee.
“We just cannot allow that to
happen knowing it would
take us about two weeks to
even get a rental truck here.”

Within its current fleet, the
city has three trucks — two
newer models for everyday
use and a 2000 model used
as a backup. The two main
trucks have both incurred
major drivetrain failures
within a matter of days.

One is not repairable, but
the other is. There is no esti-
mate on when that repair

McMinnville officials have approved the emer-
gency purchase of this new front-end loader gar-
bage truck because the city was down to only one
unreliable truck that was operational six days a
week.

will be complete.

The department has been
running two shifts — one by
day and one by night — using
the backup truck. Hennessee
says the situation is critical,
because the truck is unreli-
able.

“We have been collecting
both routes with one truck in
emergency status mode,”

said Hennessee. “That’s
where we shift one driver to
an overnight route and one
driver to the day route out of
the same truck. We've been
doing that since last
Thursday. We have been
doing that in a 2000 model
truck that was thought to be
the most vulnerable of the
fleet. We are on borrowed
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Public Works makes emergency truck replacement

time with that truck. We are
all holding our breath.”

The city Streets and
Sanitation Committee met
Tuesday and received a
request from Hennessee to
allow him to make an emer-
gency purchase of a front-
end loader.

“It makes no sense to
rent one when we have in
our proposed budget for
2018-19 to purchase one,”
he said. “I called all the
vendors that would be on
the bid list to see if any
trucks were readily avail-
able. Only one truck was.
Stringfellow Incorporated
in Nashville does have one
available for immediate
delivery. No other vendor
has anything suitable avail-
able.”

Stringfellow has a new
2018 Peterbuilt cab and
chassis with a 40-yard
packer bed, which is the
same size as the trucks in
the city’s current fleet, at a
cost of $253,613. Within the
upcoming year’s proposed
budget is  $270,000.
Additional funds within
the department’s current
2017-18 fiscal year budget
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According to evidence,
the four kidnapping vic-
tims showed up at a resi-
dence on Cherry Springs
Road to buy meth. The
drug deal was complete
and the victims were pre-
paring to leave when the
alleged drug dealer,
Zachery Turner, report-
edly lost the rest of his
stash and believed it was
stolen by the visitors.

“Zachery Turner came
out saying he was miss-
ing 20 grams of metham-
phetamine and made all
of them come inside,”
said Sheriff’s Department
investigator Jody

Cavanaugh in his report.
Turner told them they
could not leave until they
returned his meth or
gave him $2,000 to pay
for it. He then took their
cellphones. The victims
say they were held
against their will from
Aug. 9 to Aug. 11.
“During that time they
were hit, kicked, and
held at gunpoint,”
Cavanaugh said.

A female victim testi-
fied about having her
legs tied up and hooked
to the back of a truck
while being threatened
she was going to be
dragged down the road.
Shields was said to be the
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one in the driver’s seat
during that ordeal.
Shields contended he put
the vehicle in park and
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refused to drive.

The victims were even-
tually able to escape and
sought help nearby.

23193

will be used to cover the
purchase until the upcom-
ing year’s budget is set.

By city code, an emer-
gency purchase can be
made in the interest of pub-
lic safety and if the Board of
Mayor and Aldermen
agrees to waive its public
notice and agenda policy
that prohibits measures of
new business from being
approved in committee
and voted on by the board
in the same evening.

“I think public sanitation
is certainly a safety issue,”

said city attorney Tim
Pirtle. “I think it would
reside within the judge-
ment and discretion of the
board as to whether or not
to waive the requirements.”

The committee unani-
mously approved the
emergency purchase
request. Later than same
evening, the Board of
Mayor and Aldermen
unanimously approved the
request to waive procedure
and allow the purchase.

Hennessee acted quickly
and bought the truck.
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Call Jr. Walker

at Edd Rogers
Chevrolet Buick

~=-EDD ROGERS ®

CHEVROLET BUICK

“Putting You First...Keeps Us First”

675 West Bockman Way @ Sparta, TN
Sales 866-606-9051 * Service 877-275-9016
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We can either invest in our children

or we can invest in jails. It's time

to send a message to those who are

against progress that the people
are tired of business as usual.
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