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Now in control of youth 
baseball, softball, soccer 
and basketbal l , 
McMinnville Civic Center 
is a one-stop shop for all 
athletics. The city believes 
the participation is still 
strong at McMinnville 
Civic Center, though it 
may not all be in baseball 
like it was in the past. 

“We have spring base-
ball and softball, along 
with spring soccer. We 
have fall baseball and soft-
ball, which will run into 
basketball as it starts in the 
fall and goes into winter,” 
said Beard. “It’s to the 
point now where basket-
ball runs all the way into 
baseball and then baseball 
runs all the way into bas-
ketball.”

“We’re about to have 
our skate park open up as 
well,” added McCord.

McCord has seen first-
hand in his many years 
working in parks and rec-
reation how so many 
choices can lure kids in 
multiple directions. 

“When I was in 
Peachtree City, one thing 
that I saw being in this 
business and with my kids 
playing, hockey and 
lacrosse were the two fast-
est growing sports. Then I 
get here and find out we 
have rugby teams, which 
blew my mind,” said 
McCord. 

In talks with parents, 
city officials have heard 
other sports options - AAU 
basketball, year-round 
travel teams – cited as rea-
sons why their children 
have decided to eschew 
the summer baseball and 
softball leagues. Travel 
teams, a topic already cov-
ered in length in previous 
issues, have also been seen 
as drawing players away. 

Beard hopes to lure peo-
ple back, starting this fall.

“We’re going to offer 
some older leagues in the 
fall in hopes of bringing 
back teams. We want to 
work to bring back the 
love of the game,” said 
Beard.

The transition to run-
ning the baseball league 
hasn’t come without its 
share of obstacles, officials 
confirm. One thing which 
opened the eyes of orga-
nizers was when seasonal 
pay for umpires (In a 
January 26 ad in the 
Standard, the pay was 
scaled at $12-18 an hour 
for umpires).

“We put out for seasonal 
pay on Facebook and got 
crucified because we pay 
umpires more than we do 
firemen. That spread like 
wildfire and we couldn’t 
back track,” said McCord. 
“Some people don’t under-
stand, but one is seasonal 
and another is year-
round.”

Parks and Recreation 
officials have considered 
outsourcing umpiring to 
assigners.

Another issue has been 
finding coaches. McCord 
noted that Parks and 
Recreation assistant direc-
tor Justin Scott has had to 
coach and organize prac-
tices for 10-15 soccer teams 
at the start of the year 
while the league searched 
for coaches.

“Finding quality coach-
es – we’re having a hard 
time finding coaches who 

want to put the time in. 
And it’s not because they 
don’t care, it’s because of 
time constraints,” said 
McCord.

Coaches are all volun-
teers, which was how the 
whole league was previ-
ously run.

The Warren County 
Youth Baseball and Softball 
Association still has many 
fans in the community, as 

the league commissioners 
who volunteered endeared 
themselves to parents and 
kids alike. 

Beard and McCord are 
not opposed to having vol-
unteers come back who are 
there to help on a nightly 
basis. When asked if vol-
unteers would be accept-
ed, the answer was clear.

“Absolutely yes, by all 
means,” said McCord.

Southern Standard sports 
editor Jeffery Simmons can be 
reached at 473-2191.
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632 N. Chancery St. McMinnville, TN 37110
931•474•2825                whybuckeye.com

Buckeye Home Medical has 
the products you need to stay 

comfortable on those long road trips.

The   Kabooti   Seat Cushion
provides the ultimate in comfort with 

its ergonomic features and new 
cooling insert!

At Home or on the go...our comfort and mobility 
products help you keep your independence

Celebrate Your Freedom
f r o M  S e a  t o  S H i n i n g  S e a !
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Short Stop
Market

(Received 100/100 points by tN Dept. of 
Agriculture for three consecutive years)

1322 Smithville Highway
McMinnville, TN 37110

FrEE
Lighter

FrEE
Ice Bag

Variety of
Gifts & Novelty Products

MUCh, MUCh
MorE...

Best Tobacco Prices in Town

Best Gas Prices in Town
2 for $2.50

2 for $2.22

2 for
$3.00

2 for $4.44 2 for $1.00

2 for $2.00

2 for $4.00

3 PACK
SPECIAL

with purchase of Cigarette Cartonwith 
purchase 

of 12 pack 
of beer reduced price 

with purchase 
of 3 packs

20 oz.
Coke/pepsi

32 oz.
powerade

28 oz.
Gatorade

all 16 oz.
Energy Drinks

Mix & Match any
12 oz. can soda

20 oz.
bottled Fanta

8.4 oz.
Red Bull
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ARLINGTON CHURCH
 OF CHRIST

2500 Faulkner Springs Road
McMinnville, TN 37110

July 15th - July 18th
7:00 pm - 8:15 pm

Theme: Western
TOpICS THe CLASSeS WILL be

Sunday Evening.........Outlaws Wanted by God
Monday Evening..........Jesus the "Rancher"
Tuesday Evening..........On the Trail Dangers

Wednesday Evening........Rewards of Hard Work

ADULT SpeAKeRS:
Sunday - Gary Hagar
Monday - Bill Boyd

Tuesday - Garland Robinson
Wednesday - Trent Key

Sunday evening - Ice Cream Sundaes following services
Wednesday evening - bbQ Meal before Services

Elect

Tommy Davenport

12 Dist. County Commissioner
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Sports spotlight
Continued from page 1B

File photo
Terry Beard took over as Parks and Recreation athletic director in 2016. Many 

coaches believe Beard has done a solid job trying to organize and run the city 
leagues. 

The leagues mean a lot 
to me, and they do to a lot 
of people in this commu-
nity as well. Those peo-
ple, if they’re willing to 
volunteer their time gra-
ciously again, should be 
heard. I think they would 
be, from my talks with 
city officials.

Guys like Terry 
Mullican – who brought 
me a seven-page letter 
with ideas for league 
improvement – should be 
involved in the process. 
Same for Earl Partin, Jeff 
McGee, Don McBee and a 
whole lot more. City offi-
cials Terry Beard and 
Scott McCord, two men 
who I believe want to see 
the leagues thrive as well, 

should be vital in the con-
versation as well.

More so, we need a new 
generation of baseball 
and softball fans to take 
up the mantle for the 
guys who were paving 
the way for us when we 
were kids. It’s our turn to 
give back.

All the minutia of 
issues facing the league 
now I believe could be 
ironed out if we had an 
army of volunteers, busi-
ness owners and city offi-
cials united for one cause 
– saving youth baseball 
and softball.

Make no mistake, they 
need to be rescued. It’s 
just time all those carry-
ing life preservers to get 
in the same room and on 
the same page. 

Simmons Says
Continued from page 1B
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