
Vols' DT Ryan Thaxton 
arrested, suspended

KNOXVILLE (AP) — 
Tennessee has suspended 
defensive lineman Ryan 
Thaxton from team activi-
ties following his arrest on 
charges of false imprison-
ment and domestic 
assault.

University of Tennessee 
police say Thaxton was 
arguing with his girlfriend 
Sunday at 8:23 p.m. when 
he insisted that she accom-
pany him to his dorm 
room. Police said the girl-
friend refused but Thaxton 
pushed her toward the 
room, picked her up and 
carried her inside.

According to a court 
affidavit, Thaxton's girl-
friend tried leaving the 
room but he blocked the 
doorway with his body, 
preventing her from 
escaping or seeking help.

Tennessee athletic 
department spokesman 
Zach Stipe said Thaxton 
has been suspended from 
all team activities while 
law enforcement and the 
university investigate the 
situation.

Thaxton, 19, didn't 
appear in any games for 
Tennessee as a freshman 
last season.
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July 22 - 24 

Campfires of the Bible
July 22, Sunday Night 7:15 pm -  "Peter and the campfire at Jerusalem"

Adult speaker: Eugene Adkins
July 23, Monday Night 7:00 pm -  "Paul and the campfire at Malta"

Adult speaker: Jon Simmons
July 24, Tuesday Night 7:00 pm -  "Jesus and the campfire by the Sea of 

Tiberias"
Adult speaker: Matthew Bouldin

Cookout before service 5:45, hayride following service
Classes for all ages each night!

VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL

at Hwy. 56N 
Church of Christ

3897 Smithville Hwy., 
McMinnville, TN 37110

Looking For 
Experienced Mig 

Welders
• Must be 18 to work

To apply please visit

http://morrisonindustries.com/careers/
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Jury selection 
starts for rape 
trial of ex-Vols

KNOXVILLE (AP) — 
Former Tennessee foot-
ball players A.J. Johnson 
and Michael Williams are 
going on trial to face 
aggravated rape charges 
nearly 3-½ years after 
both men were indicted.

The jury selection pro-
cess began Monday after-
noon with lawyers for 
both sides interviewing 
potential jurors individu-
ally. That process will 
continue Tuesday morn-
ing.

Johnson was a line-
backer and Williams a 
defensive back for 
Tennessee when a woman 
told police both men 
raped her in the early 
morning hours of Nov. 
16, 2014. Johnson and 
Williams were suspended 
from the team less than 
48 hours later and never 
played again for 
Tennessee.

Both men were indict-
ed on February 2015.

Their case was delayed 
by a debate over whether 
defense attorneys could 
obtain social media com-
munications from wit-
nesses, including the 
woman who says Johnson 
and Williams raped her.

The Associated Press 
typically doesn't identify 
people who say they are 
victims of sexual abuse.

The Tennessee Court of 
Criminal Appeals ruled 
in April 2017 that lawyers 
for Johnson and Williams 
could issue subpoenas 
requesting those social 
media communications. 

Four months later, the 
Tennessee Supreme Court 
denied the state's bid to 
appeal that ruling.

Knox County Criminal 
Court Judge Bob McGee 
ruled in January that the 
26-year-old Johnson and 
25-year-old Williams 
would be tried together. 
Prosecutors said they 
wanted one trial for both 
men because so much 
time had passed since the 
charges were filed, caus-
ing witnesses to scatter to 
various locations and 
making it difficult to 
bring them all together.

Prosecutors also said at 
the time "the state's proof 
as to one defendant will 
be virtually identical to 
the proof as to the other."

Johnson's lawyer, 
Stephen Ross Johnson, 
had argued for separate 
trials and disputed the 
notion that the state's 
cases against both defen-
dants were similar.  
Johnson, who isn't relat-
ed to A.J. Johnson, said 
his client had been 
engaged in a consensual 
sexual relationship with 
the woman who says she 
was raped.

A.J. Johnson was a 
four-year starter for 
Tennessee's football 
team. His 425 career tack-
les represent Tennessee's 
second-highest total since 
the school started keep-
ing track in 1970. His 
invitation to the 2015 
NFL Scouting Combine 
was rescinded after his 
indictment.

Jeffery Simmons photo
CJ Taylor and the Pioneers will be on display Wednesday in a 7-on-7 scrim-

mage. Warren County will welcome Tullahoma to town, with action set to 
start at 10:30 a.m. 

First showcase

Predators sign 
Saros, Hartman

NASHVILLE (AP) — The 
Nashville Predators have 
signed goaltender Juuse 
Saros to a three-year con-
tract and forward Ryan 
Hartman to a one-year 
deal.

Both were restricted 
free agents who played 
for Nashville last season.

Saros' three-year deal is 
worth a total of $4.5 mil-
lion. Hartman's one-year 
contract will pay him 

$875,000.
Saros, 23, posted an 

11-5-7 record with a 2.44 
goals-against average and 
.925 save percentage this 
past season while backing 
up Vezina Trophy winner 
Pekka Rinne. He made the 
NHL's all-rookie team.

The Predators acquired 
Hartman in a Feb. 26 
trade with the Chicago 
Blackhawks. Hartman 
had a combined 11 goals 

and 20 assists in 78 regu-
lar-season games with the 
Blackhawks and Preda-
tors in 2017-18.

Hartman, 23, also had 
two goals and an assist in 
nine playoff games with 
the Predators.

Photo courtesy of John Russell/Predators.NHL.com
Juuse Saros, seen playing in the NHL playoffs, signed a three-year deal to 

remain with the Nashville Predators Monday.
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