
In June, 1944, 15-year-old Joe 
Nuxhall became the youngest per-
son to pitch in Major League 
Baseball.  

During World War II, it was 
common for adolescents to fill in 
for big leaguers fighting overseas.  
President Roosevelt encouraged  
baseball to continue, in order to 
give people a way to enjoy them-
selves after working long hours 
during the war effort. More than 
500 big league players enlisted 
after that, including many base-
ball stars. Nuxhall rejoined base-
ball when he was 23 
years old and 
pitched 15 seasons.

Likewise, as we 
saw at the recent 
Fiddler’s Jamboree 
in Smithville, there 
are a great number 
of young people 
who played all kinds 
of musical instru-
ments, sang solo gospel songs, 
and danced. They truly are the 
future of the Smithville Jamboree 
for many years to come.

In the Bible, a number of indi-
viduals served in important posi-
tions, such as 7-year-old Joash, 
who became king in Israel. He 
was spared from death when he 
was hidden in the Temple, where 
Jehoiada the priest helped to pre-
pare him to become king. At the 
right time, the priest brought him 
out before the people and placed a 
crown on his head, while the peo-
ple shouted, “Long live the king.”

At age 11, God called Samuel to 
be a prophet in Israel. Samuel was 
dedicated to the service of the 
Temple by his mother because 
God had answered her prayer to 
give her a son. Up until that time 

she had been childless, but 
according to I Samuel 2:21, God 
gave Hannah three more sons and 
two daughters.

In II Kings 5, there is a story of 
a little girl who was a servant to 
the wife of Naaman, commander 
of the army of the king of Aram.  
He was afflicted with leprosy, and 
the little girl told her mistress 
about the prophet Elisha. She 
believed Elisha could cure 
Namaan of his leprosy, and it 
turned out she was correct.

In I Timothy 4, the apostle tells 
a young pastor 
named Timothy, 
“Let no one 
despise your 
youth, but be an 
example of the 
believers, in word, 
in conduct, in 
love, in spirit, in 
faith, and in puri-
ty.”  

Paul planned to visit him in the 
near future, and told him that 
until he arrived, he should read 
the Scriptures, encouraging those 
under his care, and teaching the 
Word of God.  

Paul encouraged Timothy to not 
neglect the gift that God had 
given him to serve as a pastor, a 
gift that was confirmed by the 
leaders of the church where he 
served. God still uses both young 
and old today in the service of His 
kingdom. Why not give your life 
in service to Him, regardless of 
your age?

Larry R. Steffee is pastor of the 
Center Hill Brethren In Christ 
Church on Miller Road in Smithville.  
Everyone is welcome to attend.  For 
information, you may email lrstef-
feetn@yahoo.com.

Are Republicans finally ready to 
hold President Trump accountable for 
his actions? Are they willing to take 
measures to rein in a president whose 
appalling performance in Helsinki 
was called -- by Newt Gingrich, a fer-
vent supporter -- "the most serious 
mistake of his presidency"?

Don't bet on it. Yes, plenty of 
Republicans were quick to denounce 
Trump for demeaning his own intelli-
gence agencies and accepting 
Vladimir Putin's wholly unbelievable 
assurances Russia never meddled in 
the 2016 elections. And yes, Trump -- 
under enormous 
pressure -- reluctant-
ly reversed course 
after returning home 
and conceded the 
agencies were cor-
rect.

But talk is cheap. 
And the basic chal-
lenge confronting Republicans 
remains the same. Many of them have 
been enabling Trump for a long time, 
choking down their misgivings, cheer-
leading for a president who remains 
wildly popular with the Republican 
rank-and-file. It's hard to believe they 
will now show some guts and say 
what many of them know in their 
hearts to be true: Trump is a danger-
ously unqualified and unstable leader 
who threatens to do lasting damage to 
America's reputation, values and 
self-interest.

Trump campaigned and won on 
two compelling slogans: that he 
would "put America first" and make it 
"great again." In Helsinki, he did 
exactly the opposite, and no 
half-hearted and half-baked damage 
control can eradicate that stain.

He tore America down, blaming the 
"foolishness and stupidity" of his own 

country for the rupture of relations 
with Russia and believing a trained 
KGB agent instead of his own CIA 
analysts.

And he looked stunningly spineless 
in the face of an evil dictator who has 
undermined our democracy, invaded 
the neighboring country of Ukraine 
and propped up one of the world's 
bloodiest tyrants in Syria. 

Even some Trump loyalists could 
not contain their dismay. Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, the president's golfing 
buddy, said Trump's refusal to con-
front Putin "will be seen by Russia as 

a sign of weakness 
and create far more 
problems than it 
solves."

Dan Coats, the pres-
ident's own director of 
National Intelligence, 
directly contradicted 
his boss. "We have 

been clear in our assessments of 
Russian meddling in the 2016 election 
and their ongoing, pervasive efforts to 
undermine our democracy, and we 
will continue to provide unvarnished 
objective intelligence in support of our 
national security," he said.

But Trump insists on "alternative 
facts" that fit and foster his own dis-
torted view of the world. So what can 
Republicans do to bolster the case for 
reality-based decision-making and 
contradict Trump's serial fabrications? 

After Helsinki, former CIA director 
Robert Brennan asked, "Republican 
Patriots: Where are you???" That is a 
critical question. How Republicans 
answer it will deeply affect the rest of 
Trump's presidency -- and America's 
standing in the world.

Steve and Cokie Roberts can be contact-
ed by email at stevecokie@gmail.com.

  

Folks will believe
just about anything

If there's one thing I find stunning 
it's that right here in Warren County, 
the heart of America, there are sup-
posedly 31 percent of people who 
believe the word of a former Russian 
KGB agent over the word of our very 
own U.S. government.

That's frightening.
I should stress the Southern 

Standard online poll on the upper 
left-hand corner of this page is far 
from scientific. Its results likely 
would not hold up in a court of law. 
But its results can be a topic of con-
versation.

In recent decades, Russia has been 
perhaps America's greatest nemesis. 
A 29-year-old is in jail right now 
accused of being a Russian spy who 
was trying to gain influence in 
American politics. She's even report-
ed to have attended President 
Trump's inauguration -- and we 
know how few showed up for that.

If anything, our poll results show 
the power of the presidency and how 
our nation's leader will be believed 
by some people, regardless of the 
truth. Mr. Trump has continually said 
Russia did not meddle in our elec-
tion. Therefore a certain segment of 
the population, in this case 31 per-
cent, is going to believe it.

Mr. Trump has continually denied 
having an affair with a porn star, 
despite that pesky detail of $130,000 
in hush money which he didn't know 
about, then admitted to knowing 
about. In a Standard online poll in 
March, 69 percent of respondents 
said they believe the president did 
not have an affair with a porn star.

That's why there's serious cause for 
concern about Mr. Trump's constant 
claims of "Fake News" when refer-
ring to legitimate news agencies. The 
claims are nonsense, but that doesn't 
stop folks from believing them.

This concerns me because 1) I am a 
reporter, and 2) because I know the 
value of reliable information. For our 
democracy to work in the slightest, 
citizens must have access to depend-
able facts, not so-called "alternative 
facts" slanted for political gain. So 
often those actual facts come from 
the news media and news media 
only.

Warren County has been snakebit 
in recent months with a high volume 
of motor vehicle crashes. After one of 
these crashes, I was stunned to learn 
on Facebook one of the people 
involved had supposedly died. 
People were sending prayers to his 
family and posting RIP on various 
social media pages.

Fortunately, upon calling the state 
trooper who investigated the wreck, I 
learned this person had not died. He 
was very much alive. That's getting 
the facts from a reliable source, not 
ranting and conveying misinforma-
tion on Twitter. 

For all the criticism leveled at the 
media by Mr. Trump, I can say the 
journalists I know take great pride in 
providing accurate information 
because people need to know the 
facts. What scares me is the folks 
willing to toss aside these facts, even 
accepting the word of Russia over 
our own government intelligence.

The damage inflicted by Mr. 
Trump and his "Fake News" crusade 
will linger long after his four-year 
presidential term is complete.

Standard editor James Clark can be 
reached at 473-2191.
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Where are the patriots?edITOrIaL

McMinnville officials 
are once again discussing 
the idea of increasing the 
city's recycling efforts.

We hope these talks 
don't get tossed in the 
trash and dumped like 
previous efforts.

Recycling is valuable 
and necessary, especially 
in this day when landfills 
and oceans are becoming 
increasingly filled with 
garbage. If we expect 
other communities to do 
their part to help preserve 
the environment, we need 
to do our part too.

The costs associated 
with curbside recycling 
may appear staggering at 
first glance, over $600,000, 
but the main recurring 
cost will be labor. Over the 
long haul, recycling could 
possibly save money.

The estimated cost of a 
new side loader truck is 
$270,000. The estimated 
cost of 4,700 new rollout 
bins is $305,500 for a total 
of $575,000.

If the truck and the bins 
both have a lifespan of 10 
years, the cost can be bro-
ken down to $57,500 per 
year. That's a preliminary 
estimate.

But recycling doesn't 
produce only extra costs. 
There's also a savings 
associated with keeping 
trash out of landfills.

A preliminary estimate 

provided by the city is 
recycling could save 
approximately $147,458 a 
year from not placing that 
trash in a landfill. Money 
could also be potentially 
gained if the city is paid 
for the material it recycles.

If you take the estimat-
ed annual savings of 
$147,458 and compare 
them to estimated annual 
expenses of $57,500 for the 
truck and bins, plus 
$36,909 for labor, it 
appears the city has the 
potential to save more 
than $50,000 a year.

But economic savings 
should not be the driving 
force behind recycling. If 
the city should collect 
some fiscal benefit, that's 
an added bonus.

The underlying reason 
to recycle should be the 
desire to do what's right 
for our planet. Some folks 
may call projects aimed at 
preserving our environ-
ment liberal hogwash, but 
such projects are needed 
to preserve humanity. 

We only have one earth. 
We can't afford to deplete 
natural resources like 
fresh air and clean water.

There are a dumpster 
full of reasons 
McMinnville officials 
should start recycling. We 
hope these plans come to 
fruition and don't get 
hauled to the curb.

Curbside recycling
worth the effort

United States intelligence says Russia 
meddled in the 2016 U.S. Presidential 
election. Russian President Vladimir Putin 
denies it.

Q: Who do you believe?

 • U.S. intelligence 69%
 • Vladimir Putin 31%
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