
Officials provided 
$50,000 for the filming of 
Bluegrass Underground in 
its first TV season on PBS. 
In 2016, the city signed a 
three-year agreement for 
$62,500 a year for a total of 
$187,500. However, when 
producers relocated the 
show after the 2017 season, 
the agreement ended.

“I would like to do 
something to make sure 
they stay there,” said 
Newman. “I don’t want 
them to fizzle out because 
of lack of capital. I want to 
keep them there. It helps 
keep people coming here 
and helps tourism.”

Alderman Steve Harvey 
says city officials justified 
giving a for-profit organi-
zation taxpayer dollars 
because of the advertising 
the city received through 
the nationwide TV series.

“You are not going to 

justify giving them 
$40,000,” said Harvey. 
“You just can’t do that. The 
way we did it before (with 
Bluegrass Underground) 
was advertising all over 
the United States. That’s 
how we justified it. What it 
all boils down to is you are 
giving a for-profit organi-
zation money. It was easier 
to justify because of the 
advertising.” 

Mentioned at the meet-
ing was a potential agree-

ment in the works 
between WCTE-TV and 
RCS Production to film 
Cumberland Caverns 
Live concerts for broad-
cast.

The subject was discus-
sion only. No motion was 
made to allocate funds for 
RCS Production because 
the meeting was held to 
consider donations to 
nonprofit charitable and 
civic organizations. RCS 
is neither.
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• 16 Years County Commissioner

• Chairman of Health & Welfare Comm.

• Served on Finance, Safety, and Jail Comm.

• Chairman of County Court (2006-07)
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PUBLISHER'S

Pics
Standard publisher Pat Zechman has been in the 

newspaper business for 50 years, the last 26 years as 
publisher/general manager of the Southern Stan-
dard. Zechman wants to give back to the community 
and the Standard alike and it has led her to creating 
the Publisher's Pics feature. This week features July, 
1973. Look for more Publisher's Pics on the Southern 
Standard Facebook page.

Cumberland Caverns Live
Continued from page 1A

Mike Pence scheduled
to speak on Saturday
at Lee University

Vice President Mike 
Pence will be in 
Tennessee this Saturday, 
July 21, speaking at Lee 
University in Cleveland.

The event will be held 
at Pangle Hall on the Lee 
University campus, 340 
Church Street NE, 
Cleveland, TN, 37311.

Doors open at 9:15 a.m. 
Eastern time, and the 
program is scheduled to 
being at 11:15 a.m., 
Eastern. Pence will be 
joined by Congressman 
Marsha Blackburn.

The public is invited to 
attend.

PENCE

Negotiations over a 
local church’s sewage cri-
sis cleanup expense added 
more muck to an already 
messy situation.

ServePro has denied a 
request from McMinnville 
city attorney Tim Pirtle to 
reduce its $17,353 bill for 
cleaning the basement of 
Mt. Leo Church of Christ. 
The company had already 
been paid by the church 
when the request was 
made. 

“I was authorized to 
contact ServePro and pos-
sibly other parties who 
might have some liabili-
ties in the matter to deter-
mine if there would be 
some contribution or 
reimbursement forthcom-
ing,” said Pirtle. “The 
answer to that to date has 
been ‘no.’”

Specifically, he request-
ed ServePro to reduce the 
cost of its cleanup bill 
from $17,353 to $10,000 – 
an amount the city of 
McMinnville would pay – 
and refund the church 
$7,353.

Because ServePro is not 
in a giving mood, Pirtle 
recommended to the 
Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen on Tuesday 
night that city officials 
consider reimbursing the 
church the entire $17,353.

TML Pool, the city’s 
insurance carrier, deter-
mined the city is not 
financially responsible for 
the damage caused by the 
sewer backup. However, 
Pirtle says the city con-
tacted ServePro and its 
cleanup started before an 
insurance adjustor could 
determine who would be 
responsible for payment – 
the city or the church.

“ServePro started per-
forming its work and 
accruing its charges before 
TML made the determina-
tion the claim was not 
covered under our poli-
cy,” said Pirtle. “The 
church ended up being 
given a bill without any 
estimate, without any 
interim reports on what 
had been spent by 
ServePro, what had 
accrued, what was going 
to accrue. At the end, they 
simply gave the church a 
bill for $17,353.”

Pirtle attempted to 
negotiate the cost down 
due to his belief the 
amount was “extraordi-
narily high” given his dis-
cussions with TML and 
his own experiences in 
similar litigations. 
However, when those 
talks failed, he reviewed 
the church’s insurance 
policy in an attempt to 
find additional liability. 

McMinnville’s Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen 
unanimously approved 
Pirtle’s request to consider 
reimbursement for the 
church’s out-of-pocket 
expenses pertaining to the 
cleanup effort. An ordi-
nance will be drafted. As 
part of the decree, any 
insurance money provid-
ed to the church specifi-
cally for the cleanup effort 
will be given to the city of 
McMinnville.

ServePro denies request
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July 22 - 24 

Campfires of the Bible
July 22, Sunday Night 7:15 pm -  "Peter and the campfire at Jerusalem"

Adult speaker: Eugene Adkins
July 23, Monday Night 7:00 pm -  "Paul and the campfire at Malta"

Adult speaker: Jon Simmons
July 24, Tuesday Night 7:00 pm -  "Jesus and the campfire by the Sea of 

Tiberias"
Adult speaker: Matthew Bouldin

Cookout before service 5:45, hayride following service
Classes for all ages each night!

VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL

at Hwy. 56N 
Church of Christ

3897 Smithville Hwy., 
McMinnville, TN 37110

by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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