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It’s only four more Fridays 
before the Pioneers make 
the short trip down 
Smithville Highway to face 
off with the Tigers. Warren 
County, coming off a 3-7 
season, will have to be a 
road warrior in August, 
where all three of its games 
will be played away from 
Nunley Stadium.

Those four Fridays will all 
be busy for coach Tom 
Moore’s squad. This week, 
Warren County is scheduled 
to make the trip to Lincoln 
County for a scrimmage. 
The Pioneers follow with a 
trip to Tullahoma Friday, 
Aug. 3 for another trial run 
against the Wildcats.

By the time the Pioneers 
take the field in Smithville 
Friday, Aug. 17, Moore 
should have a good grip on 
what his team will look like. 
Just from seeing some 7-on-
7 work a few trends already 
seem to be emerging. 

Let’s look at three things 
that could be pivotal for the 
Pioneers this fall.

Raven Lewandowski – 
The senior should play a 
huge role on both sides. He’s 
an intimidating presence in 
the middle of the field defen-
sively, making opposing 
receivers hear footsteps 
when the 6-foot-2 safety 
closes in to lower the boom.

Lewandowski can also 
use his size as an advantage 
offensively. He has the speed 
to create space on the out-
side or the strength and 
hands to work over the mid-
dle for the Pioneer quarter-
backs. 

Expect a big season from 
the senior.

Dueling quarterbacks – 
Clay Thompson and Bryson 
Elrod will probably spend 
the next month duking it out 
for the starting job at signal 
caller. Thompson got a few 
snaps last season, but nei-
ther have much experience 
at the varsity level to lean on 
in the competition.

Both have good arms and 
can move around a little bit. 
Thompson may have a tiny 
leg up, but his value at cor-
nerback (where he’ll likely 
be in the rotation) could lead 
to splitting snaps into the 
season.

Big backs – It may not 
matter who settles in at 
quarterback. Whichever 
wins out will probably 
spend the majority of their 
time turning around and 
feeding the ball to the 
Pioneer backs. 

Jay Rozier showed 
enough as a sophomore last 
season to garner 15-20 
touches per game. He’s a 
bully between the tackles, 
relishing in knocking back 
defenders for extra yards.

Coming off a knee injury, 
CJ Taylor should also get a 
chance to tote the rock. He 
can get downhill in a hurry. 
Taylor also has good hands 
as a receiver, as does Eric 
Haywood – another player 
Moore has used out of the 
backfield to create mis-
matches.

It may be three yards at a 
time, but the Pioneers 
should be able to grind their 
way to some wins this fall. 

Early WC 
football 
thoughts

Smith ousted at Grundy County
Former Warren County coach 
fired before coaching 1 game

Total shock. 
It’s what Scott Smith felt when 

he was relieved of his duties as 
Grundy County High School 
football coach last week, before 
the former Pioneer coach could 
even lead the Yellow Jackets on 
the sideline for a single game.

“I was very surprised,” said 
Smith, who coached Warren 
County in 2014 to a 4-6 record. 
“Nobody is blameless in this 
thing. It’s by far the most shock-
ing thing ever to happen to me.

“It’s terrible to be mistreated 
that way. There’s nothing I could 
do – it’s the most powerless thing 
ever.”

Smith, who was retained as an 
educator at Grundy County, was 
hired to fill the head coaching 
position in February after a 
lengthy search. The Yellow 
Jackets were trying to fill a void 
created when Casey Tate was 
removed from the job last fall 
amid charges of attempted rape 
levied against five players.

Along the way, Smith inter-
viewed three times, including 
one he said occurred on Facebook 
Live. Upon taking the job, Smith 
realized the challenges and 
sprang into action.

“We took an original group of 
12-13 to over 40 kids. They’re 
great kids who were working 
hard every day,” said Smith. “I 
thought we had a chance to win 
6-7 games.”

Smith and athletic director 
Leon Woodlee, who wasn’t in his 
position when Smith was hired, 
tend to agree on the issues which 
preceeded the dismissal. At the 

forefront was the dismissal of 
staff members, scheduling and 
cleanliness of the fieldhouse, one 
Smith was supposed to maintain.

“Our athletic director came in 
and said, ‘There’s something I 
need to ask you.’ I met him and 
he said, ‘We told you we wanted 
to make some changes.’ I said, 
‘Yes sir,’” said Smith. “He want-
ed to clean house of all the coach-
es and I asked, ‘When?’ And he 
said, ‘Right now, today.’

“I’m loyal to my coaches, so I 
said no. We had posted three 
positions all summer and had 
zero applicants. There would 
have been no one else to help me. 
Coaching 40 kids alone was an 
impossibility.”

Woodlee confirmed he had 
asked for the removal of staff 
members, to which he said Smith 
responded with, “Hell no.”

Three opponents were import-
ant to Woodlee when it came to 
the schedule. Nearby rivals 
Marion County, Whitwell and 
South Pittsburg were the teams 
the athletic director wanted to 
schedule. Smith knew the Yellow 
Jackets, who have a combined 
record of 5-25 the last three years, 
would likely be at a disadvan-
tage facing three of the top local 
teams. 

South Pittsburg finished last 
season 13-1 and advanced to the 
A semifinals, beating Whitwell 
(11-2) in the quarterfinals. Marion 
County finished 7-6 while 
advancing to the AA quarterfi-
nals. Grundy County played all 
three schools in 2016, losing to 
each by a combined score of 138-
18.

by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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The McMinnville 
Swim Team had 
big success in the 
Race Championship 
event held at Se-
wanee last week. 

Above, Parker 
lindquist had one of 
13 top-three finish-
es for the local team 
against the field of 
10 teams. lindquist 
won the 9-10 boys 
backstroke.

Right, Finley Mac-
Donald, 5, reach-
es the wall in her 
25-meter freestyle 
race. Coach Paige 
northcutt was im-
pressed by the 
swimming of her 
youthful team.  

Swimming
in Sewanee
by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Sewanee was the swimming capital of 
Middle Tennessee last week and the 
McMinnville Swim Team made sure to bring 
its best.

Competing in the Race League 
Championships, the local swim team had 13 
top-three finishes in individual competition. 
It was a strong showing which pleased coach 
Paige Northcutt.

“All of our kids did great. Everybody had 
at least one best time and that’s what I like to 
look at,” said Northcutt. “We start at an unfair 
advantage because the rest of the teams have 
indoor pools, but we did great. Our little ones 
did awesome.”

Mitchell Caten set the tone for MST, claim-
ing three individual top-three finishes in the 
boys 11-12 division, including one victory. 
Caten topped a field of 43 swimmers in the 
50-meter backstroke, finishing in 39.26 sec-
onds. Caten took second in the 50M freestyle 
(32.81) and finished third in the 50M breast-
stoke (39.26).

Caten found himself trying to hold off 
teammate JP Toney in several events. Toney 
was right behind his teammate in the free-
style, placing third with a time of 35.83 sec-
onds. Toney was also third to the wall in 
Caten’s victory, turning in a time of 43.39 
seconds in the backstroke.

Manchester’s Isaac Lee had to set a meet 
record in the freestyle to hold off Caten and 
Toney in the freestyle. In Caten’s third-place 
finish in the breaststroke, Jack Frazier from 
the Winchester Penguins set a meet record as 
well.

Jalyn Mart, one of the top local swimmers, 
also felt the burden of trying to beat 
record-breaking times. Mart took home two 
second-place finishes, coming in the 50 free-
style and 50 butterfly. 
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File photo
Former Pioneer coach Scott Smith had a quick tenure at Grundy 

County. Smith was dismissed as the team's head coach last week before 
coaching a game. He was hired in February to lead the Yellow Jackets.
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